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Branch News
From the Chair

autumn events and thereafter we intend to
keep to this new pattern. In the meantime,
we will continue to communicate on a
monthly basis with everyone who has
provided email contact details. This is
designed to keep you in touch with the latest
news and plans from all of us here at CBA
Wessex and to receive our regular eNews
all you need to do is get in touch with our
Membership Secretary: membership@cbawessex.org.uk.

Ginny Pringle

Welcome to our first newsletter of 2016. You
will see that we are publishing this edition
much earlier than usual. With an exciting
year planned for 2016, we can give you much
more notice of our events, such as study
days and walks. It also means we are prompt
in providing our round up of news from the
fieldwork and other activities of 2015.
As always, CBA Wessex delivers excellent
value for money, and with our secure
financial footing in mind, we are delighted
to announce the launch of our grant
scheme. Grant funding is consistent with
our charitable aims and will benefit worthy
archaeological projects in the Wessex
region. Whether help with preparing for
publication, fieldwork equipment, or postexcavation costs or other worthy causes,
and whether from a group or an individual,
each application we receive will be assessed
entirely on its individual merit. Now we are
registered for gift aid, I hope that you are
able to complete and send us your gift aid
form. The extra funds we can claim in this
way will of course help increase funding
available for grants.

I look forward to meeting you at one of our
many events during the course of 2016 and
very much hope you enjoy your archaeology
this year.

CBA Wessex Membership
Maddy Andrews

Membership of CBA Wessex continues to
thrive with most members renewing year
on year – we are lucky in having such a loyal
members. Two reminders this time, firstly if
you have not yet completed a gift aid form
and are able to do so please complete the
enclosed from, as this gives us valuable
additional income. Secondly can I remind all
Wessex only members who pay by cheque
that subscriptions are due on 1st February.
A reminder letter is enclosed if this applies
to you.

At the AGM last November, we saw changes
to the make-up of the committee. Professor
David Hinton, our Secretary, retired after
many years of service. We thanked David
for his dedication to CBA Wessex and
welcomed Chris Elmer to the role. We also
thanked Rowena Banerjea, our Berkshire
representative who stood down due to
other commitments, and welcomed Alex
Godden, HER Officer for West Berkshire, as
our new representative for the area. John
Winterburn stood down as a co-opted
member but continues to assist with social
media and we thank John for his support.
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as many meetings as she could.
Jessie’s son Iain has told me that archaeology
and the friends that his mother made
through, what is after all a very friendly
community, were always very important to
her. I have recently learnt that Jessie fell
into archaeology as a hobby by mistake,
going to enrol in an evening class which
was fully booked and, on a whim, selecting
archaeology as an alternative. Jessie came
digging, working on the last year of the
Stonehenge Environs project in 1984 and
was a stalwart of what was known as the
‘Tuesday night finds washing group’, meeting
at Wessex Archaeology and helping to clean
over the years a huge quantity of excavated
finds.

It is designed with our constitution’s
objectives in mind. Any project must
be within the Wessex region and give
value to the archaeology of Wessex. We
anticipate that applications will be made
for an individual or local group to obtain
radiocarbon dates, drawings to assist with a
publication, small pieces of equipment etc.
It must be for something specific and not go
into a general pot of money. We anticipate
grants being for applications upto £500, but
this is not set in stone.
Gift Aid: The more income we have, the
more CBAW can give in grants. CBAW is able
to claim 25p in every pound of members’
fees. So if 50% of our members complete a
gift aid form that is near £500 – 75% and that
is £700.

Warmth, generosity and a gentle sense of
humour were what characterised Jessie.
The order of her service included a poem,
‘No mourning, by request’ and I think we
should obey her instructions. No mourning,
just fond memories of a lovely lady.

There is a gift aid form included with this
newsletter. If you are a UK tax payer please
take a couple of minutes to complete the
form and return it to us (if you have not
already done so – and thank you to those
members who so readily completed forms at
our AGM and those that have subsequently
sent them onto me).
Full details of the grant scheme (and gift
aid) can be found on our website. For those
without internet access, details can be
obtained from our Secretary.

Treasurer’s Report

Jessie William, 1924 - 2015

CBA Wessex Grant Scheme: CBA Wessex
is a charity and is not in the business
of accumulating money for the sake of
accumulating money. At the year end of
31 August 2015 CBAW had a positive bank
balance in excess of £18,000. Our yearly
expenditure is around £6,000 and thus
holding £12,000 as a reserve would give us
2 years operating costs without receiving
any income. The Trustees are of the opinion
that the surplus money should work for

It is with sadness that we must bid farewell
to Jessie Williams who died peacefully in
December aged 91. For those of us who
have been part of the CBA Wessex family for
many years Jessie will be remembered as our
treasurer and auditor, starting in 1985 and
only stepping down at the AGM in May 2012.
Jessie was then nominated as an Honorary
CBA member to reflect her many years of
service on the committee, always interested
and, until prevented by ill-health, attending

Val Moore

Our next newsletter is planned for early
August in order to give you more notice of

archaeology and, as first announced at our
AGM in November, CBAW has set up a grant
scheme.

Julian Richards
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National CBA News
Katy Whitaker

Battlefield Recovery

CBA AGM

By the time this newsletter reaches you,
Channel 5 TV will have aired the first episode
of “World War II: Battlefield Recovery”.
National Geographic was originally going
to broadcast this series in 2014 (then
called “Nazi War Diggers”) about metaldetectorists excavating military remains on
the Eastern Front. Advance clips showed
dangerous digging practices and the
excavation of human remains in ways that do
not meet current standards. Considerable
and vociferous complaints led to the series
being pulled. However, Channel 5 decided
to buy and air the programmes.

Some of you will have enjoyed the de
Cardi lecture in person, given by Professor
Mike Parker-Pearson after the CBA AGM in
November. It was standing room only at the
British Academy for the day’s events. The
afternoon started with a panel discussion
on the future management of the AveburyStonehenge World Heritage Site, including
proposals for an A303 tunnel. After the AGM
the Marsh Archaeology Awards 2015 were
presented.
The Young Archaeologist of the Year is
William Fakes of the Leeds YAC Branch.
Community Archaeologist of the Year is
Dr Jon Kenny, and the Marsh Award for
Community Archaeology was made to The
London Wreck project for high quality work
in the communication and dissemination of
archaeological research. And if that wasn’t
enough, an EU Europa Nostra award was
make to the CBA’s Young Archaeologists’
Club! There is a photo gallery from the day
online.

The CBA voiced concerns about this along
with many other people worried about
the show’s subject matter. It seems the
complaints have been justified. CBA tweeted
“We are appalled at apparent glorification
of the looting of war #BattlefieldRecovery”
and we await news of complaints to the
regulator, Ofcom. Alternatively, you may
have watched Julian Richard’s excellent
“Meet the Ancestors Revisited” episode on
BBC4, which showed just how responsible
archaeological investigation should be done!

For more information, visit:
http://new.archaeologyuk.org /news/
celebrating-excellence-in-archaeology

For more information, visit:
http://new.archaeologyuk.org /news/
humane-excavations

White Paper Christmas
Just before Christmas, the CBA responded
to a call for evidence for the Government’s
planned White Paper on Culture. White
papers are policy documents that set out
proposals for future legislation. It is very
important that the CBA, other archaeological
organisations, and interested individuals,
get involved to influence legislation to
archaeology’s advantage. Results are
expected in February.

Home Front Legacy
Sue Wright

The First World War had a significant impact
on the Wessex region. Not just in terms of
men joining up to fight on the frontline, but
in all aspects of society and life. From training
of troops and airmen, to the manufacture
and supply of military and non-military goods
and dramatic changes to our countryside
and traditional agricultural practices. Our
war memorials across the region are witness
to the contribution and loss of our troops,
however more and more sites and remains
are being found and recorded associated
with the Home Front. This important part
of the war effort, once overlooked, is now
being recorded as part of the CBA Home
Front Legacy project as part of the 100 years
commemoration of the Great War.

of these sites are still to be found, some
in archives – national and local, museum
collections, the memories of local people
and in the landscape – as standing remains,
earthworks or sub surface deposits. Street
names, such as Meerut Road on the site of
the Lady Hardinge Hospital in Brockehurst,
for wounded Indian troops, may be the only
reminder of what was.
The CBA is working with Historic England and
other partners on this community project to
bring together the local findings of volunteers
from around the United Kingdom.
You can contribute to a record that will be
used by generations to come:
• to understand the legacy of the First World
War on our landscape and consciousness
• to inform planning decisions and help
safeguard First World War remains for future
generations

New information about sites is now being
uncovered across the region. These include
sites associated with military training –
aerodromes, barracks, practice trenches
and drill halls, along with hospitals and
Prisoner of War camps that dealt with the
aftermath of the fighting. Or factories that
manufactured the production of armaments
and other goods (for example materials,
uniform, food). Some of these are well
known, such as the Royal Navy Cordite
Factory Holton Heath, Dorset or less so, for
example the Ordnance Survey print room
Southampton. Information and remains

Register on line to discover and record
evidence of the remains of the First World
War in your local area. Use our toolkit for
PCs, mobiles and tablets to upload your
evidence onto our UK map of sites and to
local Historic Environment Records.
Funded by Historic England the Home Front
Legacy team have been busy throughout
2015. Our audience for the website, twitter
and face book has continued to grow. We
have more than 1,000 new records added.
During the year we have organised ten days
schools across the CBA regions to promote
and share the Home Front Legacy project.
We are now developing new practical
resources which you will be able to access
via the website to support the use of the
Home Front Legacy App.
Please do get involved during 2016 – just go
on line and register your interest!

Read the CBA’s letter here:
http://new.archaeologyuk.org/news/cbaresponds-to-consultation-on-governmentsculture-white-paper

For more information, visit:
www.homefrontlegacy.org.uk

Hurst Castle was armed and garrisoned during
the First World War.
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Berkshire News
Alex Godden

West Berkshire Heritage Report

Boxford History Project

West Berkshire Council Archaeology Service
are pleased to announce the launch of the
‘Heritage in West Berkshire’ report. This has
been compiled by the Archaeology Service
and colleagues, and contains information
about the designated heritage assets West
Berkshire, photographs from each of the
parishes of some of the many buildings,
sites, landscapes or finds of interest,
recent discoveries from our partners at
the Berkshire Record Office and Portable
Antiquities Scheme, updates on national
projects, contact details and recent activities
of 30 community groups and societies
engaged in local history and archaeology
and summaries of over 80 archaeological
investigations carried out in West Berkshire
between 2010 and 2015 and news of
important recent research by individuals.

A successful bid for a Heritage Lottery Fund
grant was made by the Boxford History
Project for a community archaeology project
to investigate three closely linked Roman
sites close to Boxford village. Geophysical
surveys, with subsequent fieldwalking and
evaluation trenching, have confirmed the
presence of two Roman villas and a large
enclosure – in fact the villa at the Hoar Hill
site may be the largest winged example
discovered in Berkshire as yet. The HLF
grant money has allowed for investigations
to continue at these important sites, which
will allow visitors and the local community
a chance to explore this exciting aspect of
Berkshire’s heritage.

Recent Discoveries
Investigations in Wickham have uncovered
further evidence of Roman activity in the
form of a large sheet of lead that probably
represents a coffin or baptismal font, found
within a ditch dating to the 4th century
AD. This would suggest that early Christian
practice was being followed in Wickham
towards the end of the Roman period,
which is particularly exciting considering
that Wickham Church may be of early Saxon
origin. This could show that a continuity
of this early form of religious practice was
being carried out when Christianity was still
a relatively small scale religion within Roman
Britain, which adds an interesting chapter to
the history of the village.

The report is available online and hard copies
may also be purchased from West Berkshire
Museum and Shaw House in Newbury.
For more information, visit:
www.westberks.gov.uk/heritagereport

The stater and rare sestertius of Trajan (not to scale).
Photos courtesy of the Portable Antquities Scheme

West Berkshire Council Archaeological
Officer and will be a great opportunity to
learn a bit about local heritage and get
some exercise as well! A further programme
of heritage walks are planned for 2016 at
various locations around West Berkshire.

including a hoard of Iron Age gold GalloBelgic staters found in Basildon and a rare
sestertius of Trajan from the Lambourn area.

Heritage Walks
Heritage walks around Hungerford and
Pangbourne are being run as part of
Libraryfest 2016. These will be led by the

For more information, see:
www.westberks.gov.uk/libraryfest

In Newbury, dendrochronological analysis of
timbers in the 19th century Grade II Listed
Coopers Arms on Bartholomew Street has
suggested that the building may have origins
as an open hall house dating to the 15th
century.
Some exciting finds have been recorded by
the Portable Antiquities Scheme in Berkshire,
8

The large sheet of lead at Wickham.
Photo: © Thames Valley Archaeological Services
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Dorset News
Miles Russell

Dorset Archaeological Awards

wider setting through targeted excavation,
geophysical survey, metal-detector survey
and landscape analysis.

The bi-annual Dorset Archaeological Awards,
established by the Dorset Archaeological
Committee, in order to recognise outstanding
contributions to the archaeology of the
county, were announced on the 16th of
October 2015.

The runner up award went to the Druce
Roman Villa Project conducted by the East
Dorset Antiquarian Society and directed
by Lilian Ladle. In 2015 the final season
of examination at Druce revealed at least
two phases of villa development from the
early 2nd century to the mid 4th century
AD with significant post Roman occupation
continuing on well into the 6th century. A
series of very well-preserved mosaic floors
were uncovered during the excavation,
which have been fully recorded and covered.

The first place award went to the Tarrant
Valley Lunula Project (comprising the South
Somerset Archaeological Research Group,
RMA Trevarthen Archaeological Services,
Terrain Archaeology, Stour Valley Search
and Recovery Club, Mr Norman Harding
and Ciorstaidh Trevathen-Hayward the Finds
Liaison Officer from the Portable Antiquities
Scheme). The project successfully brought
together a number of amateur and
professional groups in order to record an
Early Bronze Age lunula (a crescent shaped
gold neck ring) and explore its context and

Also highly commended in the awards
were the Durotriges Project (Bournemouth
University), an ongoing investigation into
Late Iron Age and Roman settlement of
central Dorset and the Dorset Shipwreck and
The Tarrant Valley Lunula, an Early Bronze Age gold neck ring.
Photo courtesy of Roger Gullridge/BNPS.co.uk and Tarrant Valley Lunula Project.

Maritime Incident Directory (Ed Cumming)
a list of wreck sites accessible to sub-aqua
divers.

(HLF) with the Dorset Area of Outstanding
Natural Beauty and the South Dorset
Ridgeway Landscape Partnership (AONB).
Director of the Museum, Jon Murden, said
“this is a very special project for us, the
collections here being nationally significant”.
The centrepiece to the new Ancient Dorset
Gallery is a special display of the Viking
skeletons found during the construction of
the Weymouth Relief Road in 2009 and the
Iron Age burials excavated at Maiden Castle
by Tessa and Mortimer Wheeler in the 1930s.

The Committee awarded the Young
Archaeologist’s award to Leo Thompson,
a pupil from St Nicholas at St Laurence
Primary School in Weymouth for his short
film interpreting the heritage of the Dorset
Ridgeway whilst the Ian Horsey Memorial
Award for a significant contribution to
archaeology in the county was given to Iain
Hewitt of Bournemouth University.

For more information, visit:
www.dorsetcountymuseum.org

Dorset Museum

The new Ancient Dorset Gallery at Dorset County Museum.
Photo courtesy of Dorset County Museum.
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The new Ancient Dorset Gallery at Dorset
County Museum in Dorchester has been
completed and was officially opened by Julian
Richards in a ceremony held in November
2015. The £250,000 redevelopment project
was supported by the Heritage Lottery Fund

And Finally
Volume 136 of the DNHAS Proceedings was
published in November with volume 137
on schedule for publication by September
2016.
11

Hampshire News
David Allen

Mapping Hampshire’s Archaeology

It highlights the enigma of the Neolithic
in Hampshire – long barrows, yes, but why
on earth no causewayed enclosures, cursus
monuments or henges? It also shows how,
by the Bronze Age - to judge from the spread
of round barrows - there were no ‘no go’
areas. In the Iron Age – a period blessed
with 14 maps – grain and wool processing
are among particular activities that can be
teased out and ‘banjo enclosures’ have their
part to play; on the Roman maps, the layout
of the road system brings communications
well and truly to the fore. So do make use
of the maps – and having taken in the broad
sweep of thousands of years of human
history, consult the Historic Environment
Record, which is also available on-line, and
be amazed.

Hampshire County Council’s Historic
Environment Section has just released the
Atlas of Hampshire’s Archaeology. Using
the 50,000 records at their disposal, David
Hopkins (County Archaeologist) and Alan
Whitney (Historic Data Manager) have
produced a set of 40 on-line maps which
span the periods from the Mesolithic (Middle
Stone Age) which began around 10,000 years
ago, to the end of the Roman occupation
(about 1600 years ago). The excellent
base maps employ either topography or
landscape type and this, together with river
systems, allows the current character of the
country to be easily read.
When it comes to putting things on the
map, there are at least 40 different symbols
employed, ranging from just three for our
Middle Stone Age ancestors, to eleven on
one of the Roman maps. A genuine sense of
distribution can be obtained for all periods.

For more information, visit:
http://www3.hants.gov.uk/landscape-andheritage/historic-environment/historicbuildings-register/historic-atlas.htm

Down to Earth

And Finally

It was a busy summer, excavation-wise, in the
county. In the Candovers the second season
of a University College London project
revealed the corner of a substantial RomanoBritish building and a large storage pit inside
an Iron Age enclosure. Star finds included an
intricately carved Roman bone hairpin and
part of a shale bracelet. At Basing House and
Petersfield Heath it was business as usual
and at the latter excavation of Barrow 13
(Music Hill) unearthed an important burial
narrowly missed by earlier ‘barrow-diggers’.
Several exquisite flint blanks for barbed
and tanged arrowheads, and an intriguing
whetstone, accompanied a cremation. The
story, and much more, is told in a model
interim report by Stuart Needham and
George Anelay, which can be found on the
web (search for ‘People of the Heath Bulletin
7’). At Magdalen Hill it was the last season
at this University of Winchester dig, and now
begins (or continues) the considerable task
of producing the final reports.

Finally, the latest offering from Wessex
Books is Alan Turton’s Civil War in Wessex.
Alan was until recently manager of Basing
House, site of one of the most lengthy and bloody - sieges of ‘this war without an
enemy’ and his knowledge of the conflict is
without compare. He provides a compelling
narrative of the 1640s and 50s, as the balance
of power swung back and forth between the
Royalist and Parliamentarian forces.
For more information, visit:
https://hampshirearchaeology.wordpress.
com/2016/01/15/buried-in-time-theenglish-civil-war/

Away from the trenches the Portable
Antiquities Scheme is never short of action
and Katie Hinds, the Hampshire Finds Liaison
Officer, invariably has her hands full. The
power of the internet was demonstrated
in November when the publication, by
Sally Worrell and John Pearce, of a Roman
gold ring with a Cupid intaglio, found at
Tangley, was given a web spin by a number
of on-line magazines. The use of the phrase
‘home-wrecker’ to describe cherubic (well,
almost) Cupid, soon had the news whizzing
around the world. At a more local level it
all coincided with Ashley Duke, the finder,
being invited to put the ring (which had been
purchased by the Hampshire Cultural Trust)
into the display case at Andover Museum.
This too can be enjoyed on the net.
For more information, visit:
https://hampshirearchaeology.wordpress.
com/category/gold/
https://hampshirearchaeology.wordpress.
com/2016/01/04/digging-deeper/
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Wiltshire News
Daniel Miles

Rare Saxon Coin acquired by Wiltshire
Museum

Age hill fort at Chisbury, just to the north of
Great Bedwyn. Later in the Saxon period,
the focus moved to Great Bedwyn where
there was a Royal Manor and an important
Minster church. Bedwyn was an important
place, held by King Alfred and then during
the reign of King Edward the Confessor, it
was the location of a Saxon mint. The focus
of local power only moved to Marlborough
when its Norman castle was built.

The Wiltshire Museum has successfully
acquired a rare and important gold Saxon
coin. The museum was awarded grants
towards the purchase of the coin at an
auction by the Arts Council England / Victoria
and Albert Purchase Grant Fund and the Art
Fund. In addition, donations and pledges
were given through a public fundraising
appeal, launched by the museum.

Excavations at Lyneham

The coin, struck in about AD655 - AD 675,
brings new light to the Vale of Pewsey in the
Saxon period. It was found in East Grafton,
which was part of the parish of Bedwyn
until medieval times. There are a number of
pagan Saxon cemeteries nearby and there
was an early Saxon Royal manor at the Iron

Earlier this year archaeologists discovered an
extensive Roman settlement in the northern
part of the airfield of the former RAF base
at Lyneham. Excavations were undertaken
prior to the development of a solar farm. The
finds indicate that the site was extensively

occupied through the Roman period and
possibly earlier in the Iron Age.

UNESCO WORLD HERITAGE SITES THIRTY YEARS IN THE UK

Open area excavation of two areas, totalling
just over a hectare, was undertaken by
Wessex Archaeology and Pre-Construct
Archaeology. Hundreds of features were
excavated, including pits, ditches, corn
dryers and a well. A dozen human burials
were also discovered across the site. The
most important features were two round
houses, both measuring around 12 metres
in diameter and which had well preserved
internal features. One dated to the Late Iron
Age and the other (partly overlapping the
other) dates to the Roman period.

UNESCO WORLD HERITAGE SITES THIRTY YEARS IN THE UK

Celebrating thirty years of World
Heritage in the United Kingdom
Beth Thomas, Stonehenge World Heritage
Site Coordinator

For more information, visit:
w w w.wshc.eu/blog /item/former-raflyneham-gives-up-its-ancient-secrets.html

In 2016 seven UK World Heritage Sites are
celebrating their 30th anniversary as the
first UK sites to be inscribed on the World
Heritage List in 1986. Those sites are: St
Kilda, Giant’s Causeway, the Castles and
Town Walls of King Edward in Gwynedd,
Durham Castle and Cathedral, Ironbridge
Gorge, Studley Royal Park including the
ruins of Fountains Abbey and Stonehenge,
Avebury and Associated Sites. The seven
sites were inscribed at the 10th session of
the World Heritage Committee in Paris from
24 – 28 November 1986.

4th Wiltshire Archaeology Conference
2016 – Devizes, Saturday 16th April
This year’s conference is again highlighting
a mixture of recent academic, commercial
and community archaeology projects in
the county. Speakers include Mark Bowden
from Historic England on recent work in the
Stonehenge area, the county archaeologist
Melanie Pomeroy-Kellinger on recent
commercial work in the county and local
independent researcher Steve Marshall on
discovering springs at Silbury Hill.

Each of the 7 Sites will be holding a series
of events celebrating the anniversary and
you can follow worldheritageuk.org for
information on a wide range of events and
activities to celebrate the anniversary.

For more information, visit:
http://www.wiltshiremuseum.org.uk/events

At Stonehenge and Avebury key partners such
as the Wiltshire Museum, English Heritage
and National Trust are including events to
celebrate the anniversary. Please look out
for the anniversary logo on websites and
publications. The Stonehenge and Avebury
World Heritage Site Coordination Unit is also
working on a conference for November 2016
to celebrate the many aspects of the Site.
More information on this will be circulated
once the programme is confirmed.
RAF Lyneham. Photo by Ad Meskens (Own work) CC BY-SA 4.0-3.0-2.5-2.0-1.0
(http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0-3.0-2.5-2.0-1.0)], via Wikimedia Commons
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You can share thoughts, comments and
events on Twitter using #WHS30.

The Saxon coin donated to Wiltshire Museum
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Isle of Wight News
Rebecca Loader

First World War Projects

A list of WWI sources held by the Isle of
Wight Record Office is available at the Record
Office websitesurvey.

The Isle of Wight Heritage Service has been
involved in projects commemorating the
hundredth anniversary of the First World War.
In July 2015 funding was obtained from the
Heritage Lottery Fund for a project focusing
on the Isle of Wight Rifles and Gallipoli. In
a partnership between the Record Office,
the Island Heritage Education Officer and
Carisbrooke Castle Museum the aim is to
explore the untold stories of the soldiers
of the Isle of Wight Rifles, particularly their
time at Gallipoli, with the use of previously
unseen archive material. At the end of the
project a resource pack on the topic will be
produced for Island schools which will also
be available in the libraries and on the Isle
of Wight Heritage Service website. With the
help of a team of dedicated volunteers, work
at the Record Office has been focussed on
digitising and transcribing some of the World
War One sources.

For more information, visit:
www.iwight.com/Residents/LibrariesCultural-and-Heritage/Records-Office/
Record-Office/Research-Guides
and
www.wightatwar.org.uk.

Coastal Revival Fund
Three heritage sites on the Isle of Wight
have received funding from the Coastal
Revival Fund. Northwood House in Cowes,
currently on Historic England’s ‘Heritage at
Risk’ register, has been given £50,000 for
essential structural repairs, restoration and
improvements. The 19th century Sandown
Barrack Battery, a Scheduled Monument
and public park, has received £25,000 for
a feasibility study, and £50,000 has been
given towards the restoration of the PLUTO
(Pipeline Under The Ocean) pump house
on Browns Golf Course in Sandown, which
helped supply fuel to the allied armies in
France in the months following D-Day.

also carried out recording of abbey remains
and resistivity surveys.

revealed a north–south stone-lined conduit
or drain. Other medieval finds included a
sparse scatter of pottery sherds.

The abbey was founded in 1131, defended
by an enclosing wall with gun ports in the
later 14th century, and closed in 1536. Percy
Stone excavated part of the site (Excavation
Field) in 1891. Since 1997 several fields
have been surveyed by the University of
Southampton using techniques including
resistivity and magnetometry. The 2015
excavation trenches were at least 4 sq
m, located in Excavation Field, and most
targeted geophysical anomalies.

A limestone rubble wall in the north-east
area was on a different alignment. It ran
north-west to south-east and contained
fragments of post-medieval brick. The soil
layers around the wall contained other
post-medieval material including bottle
and window glass, roof tiles, tobacco pipes,
redware pottery sherds, iron nails, a musket
ball, bird and mammal bones, and oyster
shells. This is evidence of post-medieval
occupation of the site.

Medieval walls, foundations, and demolition
rubble were present in several trenches. The
medieval features were oriented north–south
and east–west. Building material included
West Country slate, local limestone rubble,
Purbeck Marble architectural fragments,
lime mortar, wall plaster, floor tiles, hearth
tiles, ridge tiles, roof tiles, window glass,
and lead window cames. Fragments of
Kimmeridge shale may have been used for
building. A trench in the north-west area

The work showed that archaeological
remains survive well in the Excavation Field
and include post-medieval occupation
evidence. Medieval features that matched
resistivity anomalies were found in several
trenches but in two trenches a stone-lined
drain and two walls had not been detected
by resistivity.
Further fieldwork is planned for 2016.

Community Excavation at Quarr Abbey

Matt Garner, Southampton City Council
Archaeological Unit
The second season of the community
excavation on the site of the medieval
abbey took place in September 2015. The
excavation of seven trenches was part of
the ‘Two Abbeys Project’ funded by the
Heritage Lottery Fund. The excavation
team included people from Southampton
City Council Archaeology Unit, the Isle of
Wight Natural History and Archaeological
Society (IWNHAS), the Isle of Wight Young
Archaeologists’ Club, and archaeology
students from the universities of Cardiff,
Southampton, and Winchester. Historic
England issued Scheduled Monument
Consent for the work. Members of IWNHAS

The carnot wall at Sandown Barrack Battery
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Excavations at Quarr Abbey
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Industrial Archaeology News
Peter Stanier

Moving pictures

Electric Theatre Co. has upgraded the Plaza
to the digital and 3D age and increased it to
four screens. The main screen has had its first
new seats and original lighting is back after
a break of 30 years. The cinema’s character
and the helpful staff make it a popular venue.
Customers queuing for tickets or popcorn
see a huge 35mm projector displayed in the
foyer.

Some
twentieth-century
industrial
archaeology from Dorset. The art-deco
Plaza cinema in Trinity Street, Dorchester,
has just been renovated. Purpose-built, it
opened in July 1933 with ‘King Kong’, said
to have been the first screening outside
London. The exterior has modest art-deco
decoration, while the interior retains a period
atmosphere. The independent Picturedrome

Two Dorset cinemas are earlier. Bridport’s
Electric Palace Cinema (1926) with its
wonderfully decorated interior is a wellloved venue for films, live music and comedy.
In Wareham, the Purbeck Film Charitable
Trust’s Rex Cinema began as the Empire
Theatre c1921 in the Oddfellows Hall, built
in 1889 for dances and concerts. Hardly like a
cinema from the street, inside it is elaborate
including original gas light fittings.
The Rivoli at Sandown on the Isle of Wight
was another Oddfellows Hall converted to
a cinema at the same time, but has fared
less well. Closed in the 1950s, then a bingo
hall, it ended as a costume warehouse. A
campaign to raise money to save it failed
and last October the Council granted
planning permission for demolition for
housing, although the art-deco front may
be kept. In Hampshire, the Picture House
cinema in Woolston dates from 1912. I
remember going there, crossing on the
Woolston ferry from Southampton where I
was a student. It closed in 1973 and had a
bingo afterlife before dereliction in 2009.
Planning permission was given two years ago
to build flats while retaining the decorated
façade (with the 1921 date) as a distinctive
landmark in a street desperately needing
revival.
Still not old enough? Wessex has more
unusual cinemas, like Salisbury’s Odeon
which incorporates John Halle’s timberframed hall of c1470 in its foyer. The
cinema was built in 1931 as the Gaumont

A large 35mm projector on display inside the
Plaza Cinema foyer, Dorchester
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The art-deco Plaza Cinema in Dorchester, a twentieth century palace for the people

Drain spotting

with a Tudor-style auditorium. Film-loving
archaeologists can work out which is real
and which is mock-Tudor.

Such engines might have been repaired
by local engineers such as Lott & Walne at
Fordington, Dorchester. Their iron foundry
building survives as flats, but all around
Dorchester evidence of this important firm
can be seen, e.g. as casting patterns in the
museum, while their name is cast on features
such as a massive lamp post in Weymouth
Avenue, the Borough Gardens clock tower
or, if you look down, on street-side drain
grates. These were sent as far away as
Shaftesbury which had John Farris & Sons’
agricultural and general iron works, now
replaced by ‘Homefarris House’ retirement
residences. A recent survey by a member
of the Shaftesbury & District Archaeological
Group located a remarkable concentration of
their named drain grates around the town.
This is far from trivial, being about the only
physical evidence of an industry right in the
town where it was a major employer. What
other town in the Wessex region can boast
such a humble but lasting monument to a
local industry?

Moving steam
Back in Dorchester, few visitors to the
Dorset County Museum’s newly revamped
archaeology gallery may know the Dorset
Natural History & Archaeological Society
owns a working traction engine. The ‘Hayden
Princess’ is a general purpose engine built in
1901 by Marshall, Sons & Co of Gainsborough,
Lincolnshire, and bequeathed 20 years
ago. Too large to put in the museum, it was
deemed better to keep it as a living exhibit
advertising the society at public rallies. Barn
storage was kindly donated and a volunteer
group has kept the engine working. An
expensive boiler re-tubing was completed in
time for the 2015 Great Dorset Steam Fair.
Anyone interested in helping maintain this
highly educational piece of ‘living steam’ is
invited to contact Greg Rochfort through the
museum.
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Channel Islands News

YAC News

Robert Waerhouse

The Société Jersiaise Field Archaeologist
has had a busy year, starting with a massive
recording job on deeply stratified medieval
deposits under Mont Orgueil Castle’s
outer gate. This produced large quantities
of pottery, food waste including fish and
domestic animal bones, worked stone, and
large amounts of worked flint of Neolithic/
Early Bronze Age date. One of these pieces
was a very fine elongated leaf arrowhead,
possibly of Grand Pressigny flint (see photo).

years old). This fits well with deposits a little
to the north which are being studied by UCL
and Lampeter universities as part of the Ice
Age Island project. A preliminary report on
the site by Robert Waterhouse and Dr John
Renouf can be found in the latest Bulletin of
the Société Jersiaise.
Recently, with the newly created Historic
Buildings Section, we recorded ground and
first floor plans of a small medieval and postmedieval courtyard mansion, at Ponterrin
in Trinity parish. This was shown to have a
very complex development history from
the fifteenth to the nineteenth centuries.
Its surrounding landscape was shown to
contain two formal gardens, one from
before 1643; the other probably postRestoration. Designed landscapes of this sort
are uncommon in Jersey and this one was
previously unknown. Further work on this
site is planned.

While doing this job, he took a stroll
round the coast at low tide one lunchtime
and found a previously unrecorded sea
gully created by the 120,000 year sea
level, containing head deposits which
astonishingly, contained struck flint chips
and flakes. Pending scientific dating, it
seems possible that we have found spilled
debris from a Palaeolithic occupation site of
the early Weichselian (c.115,000 - c.80,000

Cally Langhurst

CBA Wessex Conference

YAC Branches in your area

In November as part of the CBA Wessex
Conference we held an event for the regions
YAC branches.

If you know anyone that is interested in
archaeology and between the ages of 8 – 16,
then please contact your local branch and
get them involved in archaeology.

It was the first time we had arranged a YAC
event in conjunction with the conference
and we were pleased that members from
North Hampshire, North Wiltshire, West
Wiltshire, Isle of Wight and South Wiltshire
Branches all attended.

There are 10 branches in the Wessex
region: Buster, Isle of Wight, Southampton,
Poole, Dorchester, North Hampshire, North
Wiltshire, West Wiltshire, South Wiltshire
and a new branch in Reading: all the contact
details can be found on the YAC website.

Several activities were offered during the
day, including making Roman Mosaic’s
Tudor Pomander’s, having a go at making
a prehistoric pot and designing your own
stained glass window.

If you’re not between the ages of 8-16 and
interested sometimes we are on the look
out for more help in the branches – please
contact me via the CBA Wessex website if
you think you’d be able to spare a little time
to help out with the meetings and activities.
Most sessions are for a couple of hours and
just one Saturday a month. It would be great
to hear from you.

Everyone that attended had a great time and
we have decided that we will hold another
YAC event along side the conference this
year – the date will be the 5th November so
please put that in your diaries we would love
to see you.

For more information, visit:
www.yac-uk.org

The elongated arrowhead (x3 size)

At the CBA Wessex Conference
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Maritime Archaeology News
Stephen Fisher

Boathouse 4

For those of you interested in finding out
more about the work that takes place here,
a tour of the boathouse is part of the CBA
Wessex guided walk this May.

After an extensive Heritage Lottery funded
restoration, the 1930s Boathouse 4 in
Portsmouth Historic Dockyard opened
to the public in November last year. The
boathouse contains a free exhibition on its
new mezzanine floor which includes any
historic boats in the dockyard’s collection.
On the ground floor the boathouse has in
a sense returned to what it was originally
designed for: the International Boatbuilding
Training College and Highbury College teach
the craft of building and restoring vessels
using traditional techniques. During the day,
visitors can watch trainee boatbuilders at
work and see the dockyards collection of
boats undergoing repair and maintenance.

To find out more, visit:
www.boathouse4.org.

RML 497
Close by, the National Museum of the Royal
Navy has just added another historic craft to
its collection. Much smaller than Victory and
even M33 is Rescue Motor Launch RML 497,
a Fairmile B Second World War launch.
Built in 1941, 497 is one of only of a handful of
survivors of the approximately 650 Fairmile
Bs built during the war. This immensely

Not an underwater image but an underwater model. This model of the John Mitchell demonstrates the
level of detail that can be achieved. Images courtesy of Maritime Archaeology Trust.

successful type fulfilled all manner of roles,
from torpedo boat to gun boat and, as in
497’s case, rescue launch.
The launch operated throughout the war
and was later bought by a succession of ferry
operators. After decades carrying passengers
on Devon waterways, 497 was acquired by
the museum last year with the support of
the Coastal Forces Heritage Trust and a grant
from the Heritage Lottery Fund.
the wreck that can be visited online, allowing
the general public (normally unable to see
these wrecks in anything more than blurry
photographs), to explore the wreck more
fully in a ‘virtual dive’ The entire site can be
freely explored with a mouse and a good PC

Forgotten Wrecks of the First World War
The last newsletter included a small picture
demonstrating the visibility enjoyed by
Maritime Archaeology Trust divers last
summer. It’s repeated again here to allow a
comparison with the fruits of the fieldwork.
The image shows the boiler and triple
expansion boiler of the Admiralty Drifter
HMD John Mitchell, sunk in a collision in
1917.

The interior of Boathouse 4. The large building is difficult to capture in one photograph!
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During fieldwork, 650 photographs of the
wreck were taken, covering all angles of each
component of the wreck. Back in the office
these wre processed to create a 3D model of

The wreck is one of the near 1,200 now
identified within the project area of the
Heritage Lottery funded Forgotten Wrecks
of the First World War project. The Trust
has also modelled many other sites and
artefacts.
To find out more, visit:
www.forgottenwrecks.org.uk
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Around Wessex
CBA Wessex Conference

and materials held a special beauty which
can still be sensed and appreciated even
today. As someone who was lucky enough
to have found a polished jadeite stone axe
at Runneymede, I can certainly attest to the
beauty of these objects and the special place
they occupied in the lives of past people.

Andy Manning

This year’s conference, at Antrobus House,
Amesbury, took a step away from the familiar
pattern of talks on sites and monuments and
instead took a good look at the materials and
craftwork that enriched the past.

The next speaker, textile specialist Romilly
Swann tackled one of the common
misconceptions of prehistoric societies,
that their world was a drab and uninspiring
place. She quickly illustrated the ways that
common plants and other materials were
used to provide a wealth of colour to clothes
and other textiles, which would shame
many high street shops today. The role of
another key early craftsman was covered
by the internationally famous blacksmith
Hector Cole in his talk on The history of the
village blacksmith. Early metalworkers may
have started off as the producers of rare and
valuable goods; they quickly became the
original ‘handyman’, requiring considerable
skill to produce a wide range of tools and
materials which were used in all aspects of
life. Again, the experience and appreciation
of their raw material was key to their success.

The day kicked off with an old CBA Wessex
favourite, Dr. Phil Harding who opened the
conference with The Flint Knapper, with his
own appreciation of one of the first crafts.
Taking us through the methods, tools and
techniques used, one common theme in this
and subsequent talks, was an appreciation
of the affinity and understanding the
craftsperson must have had for their material
and the ability to understand the potential in
what they were working.
This theme certainly followed through in
the second talk by the early prehistoric
specialist, Dr. Matt Leviers on Neolithic
Trade, who discussed objects of power and
the trade links within the British Isles, and
further afield. The demand for polished
stone axes, amber, shale and other exotic
materials, in the form of finished objects
or raw material for local crafting, was used
to create, spread and bind links between
far-flung communities. Many of the objects

The next two talks moved the focus to
an examination of archaeological and

Dawn at Butser Ancient Farm
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CBA Wessex Photography Competition

documentary evidence in defining and
understanding wider trade patterns.
Bournemouth University lecturer Dr. Miles
Russell in his talk Trading Places: Wessex
and the wider World, following on from the
previous early prehistoric talk and continued
the story through the Iron Age into the Roman
period. Tracing the ever expanding range and
extent of traded material found in Wessex,
Miles showed how this new information is
helping to define past communities. The
story then moved on next to the significant
medieval trading port at Southampton. Dr
Andy Russel (Head of the Southampton
Field Unit) discussed the significant resource
available from the surviving official trade and
toll records, the most complete in Britain,
which shine a remarkable light on not only
what goods were being brought in and out
the port, but also the destination of the
goods. This gives a detailed picture of who
had access to the imported goods, including
fine ceramics, wine and glassware’s. Perhaps
unsurprisingly, a significant portion of the
‘good stuff’ never left Southampton and
maintained a comfortable lifestyle for the
mercantile class.

We are delighted to announce the winners
of our 2015 photography competition.
The theme was ‘Archaeology in Wessex’ and
generated a fantastic response with some
inspirational shots. Thank you to everyone
who entered our competition.
Our senior category winner is Rob Banbury
with his photo of ‘Dawn at Butser Ancient
Farm’ taken on a misty morning at the
beginning of August 2015.
Our junior category winner is Joshua Sexton,
who was just 12 years old when he took
this photo of ‘Excavations at Hinton Ampner
House, Hampshire’ in July 2015.

Closer to the present day, the final talk by Dr.
Peter Stanier, Thirsty trades was on a subject
for which the region is famous and is close
to my heart, the production and trade of
Beer. Covering many of the former breweries
throughout Wessex on which he has worked
and how they operated, Peter showed the
enduring nature of this industry, many
historic elements of which are still quietly
hidden within our modern towns. The talk
ended with a ‘practical demonstration’ on
how to make instant beer, of which Tommy
Cooper would have been proud. Although
perhaps not ‘technically successful’, it did
round the day off brilliantly with a big laugh,
although I couldn’t recommend drinking it.
I would like to thank all the speakers for a
wonderful series of interesting talks and in
particularly, Hector, Romilly and also John
Keenan, who set up some fantastic displays
of their work and an impressive collection of
early locks and detailed ironwork.

Book tokens for £25 each have been sent to
Rob and Joshua. Congratulations to both.

ENTRY IS NOW OPEN FOR OUR 2016
COMPETITION
By joining one of our study days or walks
you might just discover that winning shot,
so now is the time to start planning ahead!
The prize this year will be a £25 book
token and a free CBA Wessex study day of
the winner’s choice.
Guidelines and rules are available at
http://cba-wessex.org.uk/photographycompetition/
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WAFA News
Julian Richards

The programme of courses is now available
to book on the WAFA website and includes
the flowing:

and trial excavation was not the first on
the site. It may have been preceded by a
smaller cob structure, itself associated with
an inhumation cemetery. An unusual find
from within the chapel building, of the base
of a middle Bronze Age urn, suggests that
the chapel may have been build on the site
of a round barrow and may help to explain
the large quantities of worked flint that have
been recovered so far. Another unusual
feature of the site is the mass of domestic
rubbish piled up against the south wall of the
chapel, and dating to the period when it was
apparently still in use.

• Earthwork Survey with Mark Bowden
from Historic England (14th May)
• Practical flint working with Antony
Whitlock from the Ancient Technology
centre (11th June)
• Aerial photography with Mark Corney
(24th September)
• Fieldwalking with Julian Richards (12th
November)
• And of course the Winter Solstice open
house (17th December).

In 2016 we will continue to investigate the
structure of the west end of the building,
evaluate its eastern end and explore
the evidence for underlying prehistoric
structures.

We will also be running our training
excavation between 16th and 31st July on
the medieval chapel at Lazerton deserted
medieval village. This will be our third season
in what is turning out to be a very unusual
site. In 2015 excavation at the west end of
the chapel provided evidence that the flint
and mortar structure revealed by geophysics

FOAM News
Julian Richards

FOAM (Friends of Ancient Monuments) is an
informal group, an initiative of CBA Wessex,
set up over 10 years ago to carry out practical
conservation work on ancient monuments
that require attention, usually the removal
of scrub and debris. FOAM’s first project
was to clear the famous Normanton Down
Barrows to the south of Stonehenge, taking
care to leave a bush on Bush Barrow (for
identification purposes). Since then the
group has carried out work at Odiham Castle,
Old Sarum and the Lake Barrow group but
has been inactive for the last year or so.

and so, in order to create an up to date list
of contacts, can anyone who is interested in
helping with this sort of work in the future
please contact me so that your details can be
added to the FOAM e-mailing list.
All that is required is for you to be reasonable
active and willing to work outdoors, learning
about field monuments at the same time
as improving their management. All tools
are provided and the activities are fully risk
assessed. Just bring enthusiasm. If you
would like to take part in this sort of activity
then please e mail me: julian@archaemedia.
co.uk ‘Old lags’ (those who were on the
original list) please get in touch again.

There may be an opportunity this Spring
to carry out some work on more barrows
within the Stonehenge World Heritage site

Come and join us! Book early to avoid
disappointment!
For more information, visit:
www.wafa.org.uk

Last summer’s main area of excavations.

Expect some spectacular scenery on FOAM events.
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CBA Wessex 2016 Walks
Portsmouth Defences and a tour of
Boathouse 4. 8 May
Overton. 12 June
Salisbury City. 25 September
Silchester. 16 October

Walks are held on Sundays. More details of
individual events can be found at www.cbawessex.org.uk. Fees are £3 for CBA Wessex
members & £5 for non-members.
To book onto a walk please contact Stephen
Fisher at newsletter@cba-wessex.org.uk

CBA Wessex 2016 Study Days
The Bluffer’s Guide to all you need
to know about coins from Iron Age
through to Medieval. 5 March
Human Remains Study Day. 19 March
To be confirmed:
The Bluffers Guide to all you need to
know about prehistoric and Roman
pottery. September and November

Study days are a mixture of lectures and
practical hands-on experience. Fees are £25 for
CBA Wessex members & £30 for non-members.
All events are hosted at Wessex Archaeology’s
offices in Salisbury.
For further details please contact: a.manning@
wessexarch.co.uk; or Andy Manning, CBA
Wessex, c/o Wessex Archaeology, Portway
House, Old Sarum Park, Salisbury, SP4 6EB.
Direct: 01722 343406│Mob: 07770 605258

Others awaiting confirmation. Keep an eye on
the website for details

CBA Wessex 2016 Conference
The conference and AGM will once again be held in early November. Keep an eye
on the website for details.
More details of these events can be found at

www.cba-wessex.org.uk/events

