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From the Chair

Branch News

Ginny Pringle

‘After five years as joint representative for
Hampshire I am delighted to be elected to
the Chair of CBA Wessex. It is an honour to
follow in Marjoleine’s footsteps; I not only
have the highest regard for Marjoleine’s
work as Chair but am also privileged
to know her as a good friend. My own
background is varied and I look forward
to continuing my existing roles in both the
academic and practical side of archaeology,
bringing also my business and tutorial skills
to the table.

archaeological discoveries are made we will
continue to do so. Wessex featured strongly
in the recent BBC4 TV series ‘Digging for
Britain’ and I felt particularly proud to
see members of CBA Wessex on screen
presenting their research and knowledge at
the sites they have been researching.
Our future continues to hold challenges,
particularly so for the national Council
for British Archaeology whose funding
has been dramatically reduced at a time
when archaeology in Britain faces very real
threats from both a reduction in spending
within the public sector and from building
development. I hope that you will support
the CBA by remaining a member, or
becoming one if not already so. The CBA has
always been a staunch supporter of British
archaeology, and indeed, at a time when we
see increasing professionalism of the sector,
it is important to recognise the significant
contribution made by the voluntary sector,
a sector to which both the CBA and CBA
Wessex give their total support. I am
pleased to say that the finances of CBA
Wessex remain robust.

The strength of CBA Wessex is due to the
team that works tirelessly behind the
scenes to offer our membership a consistent
and good quality stream of events. Our
committee brings with it both diversity
and experience and ensures CBA Wessex
continues to deliver. As Chair, my role is to
ensure that CBA Wessex remains steadfast
in its commitment to our members,
providing opportunities for learning,
discovery, advocacy, and comradeship.
Our membership is derived from a variety of
backgrounds including not only professional
and amateur archaeology with many
volunteering in their spare time, but those
who simply prefer to ‘enjoy’ - and why not?
CBA Wessex provides conferences, outings,
guided walks, study days and now through
our links with WAFA the opportunity to
engage in the field. CBA Wessex is not just
another organisation, but a group of some
400 like-minded enthusiasts committed to
archaeology in our region; a group where
professionals and amateurs are welcome to
rub shoulders and share their enthusiasm.

Over the coming year CBA Wessex will
continue to strengthen communications
with members and to look at ways in
which we can engage more families in
archaeology. If you have access to Facebook
we recommend you join our CBA Wessex
Facebook group to find out more about
what is happening, often at short notice,
in Wessex. Communication is a two-way
process and we very much welcome your
ideas and feedback as these are essential
to keep us dynamic and responsive in an
ever-demanding environment. We are very
approachable, - simply click ‘Contact’ on our
website or contact us using one of the email
addresses or contact numbers shown on the
inside front cover of our newsletter.

We are fortunate to have our home
in Wessex, arguably the cradle of the
archaeological movement in Britain. In the
past we have naturally drawn upon this
great resource and I am sure that as new
4

Newsletter Editor

this newsletter. These include a weekend
event in June, guided walks around the
region, study days in Salisbury and our
annual conference in November.

Stephen Fisher

Eagle eyed readers of CBA Wessex may
notice that the ISSN number on the front of
this edition is different to the number it has
been for the last ten years or more. It turns
out, having been contacted by the British
Library, that the ISSN has been incorrect for
some time, at least since 2004 (when my
own collection goes back to) and probably
ever since it changed title in and was issued
a new ISSN back in 2000.

Membership Secretary’s Report
Maddy Andrews

Membership numbers remain stable. As
of January 2015 there were 369 members,
of whom 228 were also national CBA
members. 5 members came from overseas.
Renewal for many members begins in
February 2015 so these figures may be
subject to some change.

It’s impossible to say how and when the
error crept in, but please disregard the old
number completely. If you should ever need
to reference any copy of CBA Wessex News
published since 2000, ISSN 1474-5130 is
the correct number to use.

Staying in Touch
We now have an email address for some
80% of members. This enables CBA Wessex
to keep in regular, usually monthly, contact
with updates and matters of interest. If
you have an email address and wish to
be included please send details to John
Winterburn (see inside front cover under
co-opted for contact details).

Finally, you may have noticed a couple of
errors in Katy Whitaker’s National CBA News
in the last edition. These were all my fault
and not Katy’s. In case you wondered, there
was no intended web address for further
information on consultations.

The CBA Wessex Facebook page is receiving
regular postings; often information of
events at short notice. Take a few moments
to check it out and sign up to receive notice
of postings.

Hon. Treasurer’s Report
Val Moore

As reported that the AGM in November
2014 the finances of CBA Wessex
remain healthy. There is no unexpected
expenditure, but I feel we have sufficient
funds to cover eventualities.

https://www.facebook.com/
groups/378352242270452/?fref=ts
or search for CBA Wessex in the Facebook
Search bar.

Meetings Secretary’s Report
Andy Manning

You can also tweet or follow us on Twitter
https://twitter.com/cbawessex

This year promises to be another busy one
as we look towards warmer days and longer
evenings. A number of events have been
scheduled - detailed on the back cover of

And don’t forget, any committee member
would be pleased to hear from you should
you have any comments or ideas to make.
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Around Wessex

National CBA News

A round up of CBA news in and around Wessex

Katy Whitaker

Friends of Ancient Monuments

CBA Groups Forum

Last November FOAM held another
conservation day at Odiham Castle,
Hampshire, supervised by a warden from
the Canal Society, where we focused on
coppicing in the moat area and trimming
back the hedge that we planted around
the keep a couple of years ago. As usual
we were ably assisted by the Worting St.
Thomas Scout Group who are always very
keen to help out, especially in the moat….
This time it was particularly important to
give the area surrounding the castle a good
haircut, as it will be the venue for Magna
Carta celebrations from 22nd till the 25th
of May this year, with a medieval fair, hog
roast, an encampment with re-enactors, as
well as archaeological work being carried
out in the form of test-pitting.

CBA Wessex hosted the annual CBA Groups
Forum in March 2015, making use of the
fantastic facilities at WAFA, Ash Farm.
During the day some 30 representatives of
the regional CBA groups and the national
CBA body were welcomed to Mick’s Barn.
Many issues, challenges, ideas and stories
were discussed which promises to benefit
both national and regional members. Expect
a fuller report in the future!

Stonehenge Exhibition
Julian Richards has been carefully selecting
items from his collection of Stonehenge
memorabilia for the latest exhibition at
the Stonehenge Visitor Centre. Featuring a
range of souvenirs, guidebooks postcards
and photographs, ‘Wish You Were Here’
will be a fun exhibition celebrating how
Stonehenge has been experienced by its
many visitors. The exhibition opens on the
1st of May.

We will be planning further FOAM events
later in the year, and if you want to take
part please contact either Julian Richards on
julian@archaemedia.co.uk, or Marjoleine
Butler on marjoleine_2000@hotmail.com.

The Local Heritage Engagement Network,
funded by the Esmée Fairbairn Foundation,
is being taken forward by Lorna Richardson
and Rob Lennox. This project is all about
advocacy, and finding ways to support local
groups and communities in England and
Wales to speak up for their local heritage.
The main aims of the project are to:

• Raise awareness of local Historic
Environment Records (HERs) and their
vital role in ensuring that the historic
environment is properly considered and
protected as part of the planning process;
• Raise awareness of the potential
impact of ongoing funding cuts to local
authority heritage services for the historic
environment, and support groups who
want to get more involved in debates about
heritage services in their local areas.

• Develop a Local Heritage Engagement
Network for local groups, to support
communities involved in protecting and
speaking up for local heritage;

You can contact Rob and Lorna at lhen@
archaeologyuk.org, they are keen to hear
from anyone who is looking for advice.
They can help you to make the case
against cuts and other threats to historic
environment services in your area.

• Develop and promote a tool-kit of
information and best practice guidance for
groups who want to get more involved in
speaking up for heritage and archaeology
services in their local area;

For more information, visit:
http://new.archaeologyuk.org/localheritage-engagement-network

• Facilitate more effective communication
between different groups and organisations
who are working to protect the historic
environment, for maximum impact;

For more information, visit:
www.odiham-society.org.

Above; Clearing the moat and on the right, Odiham Castle.
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Dorset News
Miles Russell

Upton Country Park

can at least provide some information for
archaeologists with regard to fire damage,
rebuild and modification in antiquity.

The ‘Roman house’, a life size recreation of a
rural Roman longhouse built using authentic
materials in the late 1980s at Upton Country
Park in Poole and used as an educational
resource by Poole Museums Service for
schools, colleges and members of YAC,
has been destroyed, together with all its
teaching materials, in an arson attack.

Dorchester Roman Town House
Waters from a heavy storm in November
flooded the Roman Town House site,
destroying paths, destabilising part of
the cover building and submerging the
mosaics with silt and sewage. The mosaics
have since been cleared although the
integrity of the cover structure has yet to
be fully assessed. The report on the 1937-8
investigation and exposure of the house,
an early example of rescue excavation
followed by consolidation and preservation,
has finally been published as ‘A Late Roman
Town House and its Environs’ by Emma
Durham and Michael Fulford of Reading
University thanks to the Roman Society
(Britannia Monograph 26).

The building, made with oak frames
and wattle and daub walls, was the only
authentic reconstruction of an ordinary
Roman home in the UK. It had only recently
been restored and was visited by more than
1,000 schoolchildren and YAC participants
every year.
Unfortunately, Poole Borough Council
currently has no plans to rebuild or
replace this unique experimental resource,
although the structure, in its present form,

The Roman villa in Dorchester before the flooding.
Photograph © Copyright Chris Downer

Druce and Winterborne Kingston
Excavation and fieldwork at Druce Roman
villa, Puddletown and North Down
prehistoric and Roman settlement both
came to an end in October. Post excavation
work is now progressing on both sites.

Dorchester, Charles Street
There is concern regarding the level of
archaeological investigation currently
proposed for the redevelopment of Charles
Street, within the walls of the Roman
and medieval town of Dorchester. English
Heritage is taking advice on whether the
current proposal for limited mitigation is
an acceptable alternative to full excavation,
especially given how little is known about
the early period of the town. West Dorset
District Council maintain that archaeological
investigation will severely limit economic
viability of the development scheme.
Discussion is ongoing.

Publications
Volume 135 of the Proceedings of the
Dorset Natural History and Archaeological
Society is on schedule for publication by
September 2015

Above and Right: The Roman House at Upton Country Park after the fire.
Photographs courtesy of Poole Museums Service
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Berkshire News

Channel Islands News

Rowena Banerjea

Philip de Jersey

Reading Abbey Quarter

have consulted with English Heritage about
the repair techniques to ensure that they
complement the historic environment
of The Forbury and Reading Abbey. It
is intended that none of the structural
strengthening will be visible on the wall
surface on completion. Once the structural
repairs are complete, it is intended that
the pedestrian footpath alongside the
churchyard will be reopened.

Impressive numbers of Reading residents
(more than 650 responses to date) have
already had their say on Activity and
Interpretation plans currently being
designed for the historic Abbey Quarter.
This time last year, the Council held a public
consultation to see if people supported the
Abbey Quarter project, and received 1156
responses, the overwhelming majority of
which (97 per cent) were in support of the
application to the HLF.
The most recent online consultation that
began at the beginning of January ran until
the deadline of Wednesday, February 4. In
June last year, as part of the plans for Abbey
Quarter, the Council received a first round
pass for the ‘Reading Abbey Revealed’
application to the Heritage Lottery Fund
(HLF). Since then, the Council has been
developing the project, and in November
last year two consultants were appointed
to work on Activity and Interpretation plans
for the site, including new educational
activities for schools, public events and
improved signage. These will be submitted
as part of the second round application to
the HLF in autumn this year. If successful
in the next round, the Council will receive
funding to deliver its plans to restore the
Abbey Gate and to conserve and reopen
the Abbey Ruins, which are both scheduled
Monuments and Grade I listed buildings.

Jersey

our version of the exhibition which ran
in Jersey last year. The exhibition will be
opened by Professor Sir Barry Cunliffe on 31
March, and runs until 4 October. Although
the hoard mass itself obviously has to stay
in Jersey, our colleagues at Jersey Museum
have generously lent to Guernsey many
of the finest metal finds from both this
hoard and earlier Jersey finds. The hoard
continues to spring surprises in terms of
its numismatic contents, with many new
or variant types of Armorican coinage
appearing – one very rare type of silver
stater, probably issued in lower Normandy
in the mid-first century BC, is shown below.

The excavation of the huge Le Câtillon
II hoard continues to dominate activity
at Jersey Museum. The laboratory has
been extended to create space for extra
volunteers to work on the cleaning and
processing of the coins and other objects, as
they are removed from the hoard. The part
of the hoard currently being investigated
is particularly complex, with at least eight
torcs now partially exposed, and other
precious metal items still emerging. The
inclusion of the stone tool with all this
metalwork is intriguing, and it will be
interesting to see if further details of its
origins and function can be ascertained
when it’s lifted from the hoard.

The exhibition will also display two of the
largest timbers from ‘Asterix’, the RomanoCeltic wreck excavated from St Peter Port
Harbour in the 1980s, which has just
returned to Guernsey after many years of
conservation work at the Mary Rose Trust.
Although a permanent home has still to be
found, a suitable location for temporary
storage which can be visited by the public
has been obtained, and the wreck should be
on display from later in the summer.

For more information, visit:
www.jerseyheritage.org/treasure-islandblog.

Guernsey
In Guernsey, preparations are well in hand
for ‘Celts and Romans: treasure and trade’,

St Laurence’s Church
Work has begun to fully restore the Grade
II listed churchyard wall at St Laurence’s
Church, The Forbury, Reading. The
structural repairs to the historic wall will use
traditional materials including lime mortar
and handmade bricks in order to preserve
the wall’s heritage. Reading Borough Council

St Laurence’s Church.
Photo by Tom Bastin from Reading, UK
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Part of the huge Le Câtillon II hoard.
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Hampshire News
David Allen

Hampshire Cultural Trust

Petersfield

After a lot of hard work behind the scenes,

An interim report (West Sussex Archaeology
for Petersfield Museum) on the first season
of the HLF and SDNP funded community
project at Petersfield (People of the Heath),
has put in a timely appearance, and covers
the work on one of the barrows (No 11).
Excavation of a nearby enclosure and a
Mesolithic site known about because
of earlier disturbance is on-going. The
Mesolithic spread, which looked inviting in
the first instance, was found to have been
chopped through and widely redistributed
by a large Victorian drainage trench, and the
enclosure site has waterlogged deposits,
which slowed progress. The turf-built
barrow, however, yielded fragments of
a dagger and a whetsone, plus a small
stack of carstone and flint arrowhead
blanks in a central ‘burial’ location, but no
human remains. It is planned that work
will continue later in the year, in June and
September.

the Hampshire Cultural Trust is now in
being. The Winchester City and Hampshire
County archaeological collections now
share the same umbrella, but it will be
a while before there is total integration.
Readers can keep up with developments
by going on-line, and a particular strand
of collections highlights is available on the
website. This series will provide thumbnail
sketches of key sites and subjects, with a
weekly turnover. One of the first tasks for
the Keeper of Archaeology was to take in
archives from sites excavated by Wessex
Archaeology for David Wilson Homes. The
handover of the Marnel Park material took
place at the Willis Museum, Basingstoke.
For more information, visit:
https://hampshirearchaeology.wordpress.
com

Petersfield Heath – excavations in progress on Barrow 11. Photograph by D Allen.

Damerham

whisked off to the Louvre for analysis. The
Christchurch fragments, from a garderobe
pit at the Priory, had a charmed life,
surviving a site-hut break-in in the 1960s.
The study will result in a publication and
conference in 2016.

Another recent publication is the interim
report on fieldwalking near Damerham
in 2013. This survey of prehistoric and
Romano-British evidence is a model of its
kind. Among the 1990 worked flints were a
transverse and barbed & tanged arrowhead
and other materials collected included
burnt flint, pottery and CBM.

Publications
Hot on the heels of Monograph 11, which
describes excavations at Sparsholt Roman
Villa, the Hampshire Field Club have
just published Vol 12, Selborne Priory,
Excavations 1953-1971, by David Baker. The
250-page volume describes the rise and
fall of this Augustinian priory founded by
Peter des Roches in 1233 and dissolved by
William Waynflete in 1486 as revealed by
excavation, and examination of the good
quality documentary evidence housed at
Magdalen College, Oxford.

For more information, visit:
www.english-heritage.org.uk/publications/
damerham-archaeology-project/

Barton’s Farm
Work is just getting underway, and is likely
to last for a number of months, at Barton’s
Farm on the northern side of Winchester
(Pre Construct Archaeology).

More Hampshire Cultural Trust

As well as the anticipated areas of Iron Age
and Romano-British activity the project
is also finding evidence for a Napoleonicperiod military camp known to have existed
in the area.

David Allen retains his role in the newly title
Curator of Archaeology (Hampshire), while
Helen Rees from Winchester City Museum
is Curator of Archaeology (Winchester). Also
based at Chilcomb House, headquarters
of the organisation, is Katie Hinds, the FLO
for the Portable Antiquities Scheme in
Hampshire.

Project Cristallo

Lorraine Mepham & Catherine Coates, Wessex Archaeology; Simon Kirk, David Wilson Homes, and
Dave Allen from the Trust, complete the handover in the presence of the Winklebury Roman coffin (and
imagined occupant) at the Willis Museum, Basingstoke . Photo. © David Wilson Homes
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Project Cristallo, a concerted attempt to
track down and study Venetian medieval
colourless glass from around Europe, saw
fragments from Christchurch, Winchester,
Southampton and Poole, packed up and

For more information, visit:
www3.hants.gov.uk/culturaltrust.htm
13

Isle of Wight News
Rebecca Loader

Isle of Wight Gardens Trust Walled
Kitchen Gardens Project

The Isle of Wight Council’s Archaeology and
Historic Environment Service is participating
in projects focussing on the area’s rich
agricultural heritage, woodlands and
wetlands, whilst the Isle of Wight Gardens
Trust is leading on a project to promote
understanding, access and enjoyment of the
designed landscape of the East Wight. As
part of the Development Phase actions, two
Historic Environment Action Plans (HEAPs)
are being produced: Wetland and Valley
Floor (IWCAHES) and Parks, Gardens and
other Designed Landscapes (IWGT).

The Isle of Wight Gardens Trust has recently
completed its HLF-funded survey of Walled
Kitchen Gardens. An initial desk top survey
was carried out followed by field visits by a
team of volunteers. 98 sites were identified,
of which 69 were visited during the
project. 34 were found to survive, 19 were
developed but had walls largely surviving,
29 had partial evidence remaining, and
16 were lost. The project culminated
in the production of a booklet, Walled
Kitchen Gardens of the Isle of Wight. More
information is available on the Gardens
Trust’s website

University of Southampton using techniques
including resistivity and magnetometry. The
trial trenches were up to 5 sq m and most
were targeted on geophysical anomalies in
the Excavation Field.

demolition of the abbey. Post-medieval
occupation evidence included pottery,
tobacco pipes, animal bones, and oyster
shells.
The work showed that archaeological
remains survive well in the Excavation Field.
Features that matched resistivity anomalies
were found in several trenches but in one
trench a substantial stone wall had not been
detected by resistivity.

Walls, foundations, and demolition rubble
were present in several trenches. Building
material included West Country slate,
local limestone rubble, Purbeck Marble,
lime mortar, plaster, roof tiles, glazed
floor tiles, window glass, and lead cames.
Pottery dated to the construction, use, and

Further fieldwork is planned for 2015 and
2016.

For more information and access to the
completed HEAPs see:
www.iwight.com/Residents/LibrariesCultural-and-Heritage/Heritage-Service/
Archaeology/Historic-Landscapes-on-theIsle-of-Wight.

For more information, visit:
http://iwgardenstrust.webplus.net/index.
htm

Community Excavation at Quarr
Abbey, Isle of Wight (Matt Garner,

East Wight Landscape Partnership
‘Down to the Coast’

Archaeology Unit, Southampton City
Council)

The Isle of Wight AONB Unit has secured
development funding for a Landscape
Partnership scheme based in the East
Wight. The ‘Down to the Coast’ project’s
main objectives are:
• To establish a cross cutting-partnership
between different organisations and
disciplines to agree and deliver a landscape
scale approach and ensure that shared
responsibilities for future management are
understood and supported to safeguard
the integrity of the landscape and the
distinctiveness of the area, and
• Work with communities to realise
the potential of the Down to the Coast
landscape as a source for enjoyment,
knowledge and appreciation of natural and
built heritage, and provide opportunities
for their active involvement and connection
with this.

Seven trial trenches were excavated on the
site of the medieval abbey in September
2014 as part of the ‘Two Abbeys Project’
funded by the Heritage Lottery Fund. The
excavation team included people from
Southampton City Council Archaeology
Unit, the Isle of Wight Natural History and
Archaeological Society (IWNHAS), Nodehill
Sixth Form Campus, and the University
of Southampton. English Heritage issued
Scheduled Monument Consent for the
work.
The Cistercian abbey was founded in 1131,
defended by an enclosing wall with gun
ports in the later 14th century, and closed
in 1536. Percy Stone excavated part of the
site (Excavation Field) in 1891. Since 1997
several fields have been surveyed by the
14

A section of wall excavated at Quarr Abbey.
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Wiltshire News
Daniel Miles

The “modern” Long Barrow at All
Cannings

Wiltshire Archaeology Field Group
News

The end of 2014 saw the long awaited
opening of the modern Long Barrow at
Cannings Cross Farm, All Cannings. The
brainchild of local farmer, Tim Daw, this is a
modern variation of a columbarium or place
for cremated remains in urns to be kept.
Covered by a chalk mound, there is a central
passageway that is entered through a local
Sarsen stone entrance. Off this passageway
are five chambers which contain a number
of niches where urns can be placed. The
long barrow is aligned to the sunrise of the
winter solstice when the sun will illuminate
the internal stone passageway.
The field that the long barrow is in is being
restored to native chalk grassland and
already the barrow seems to be becoming
part of the local landscape.

Mother Anthony’s Well
This Autumn and Winter has seen post
excavation being carried out on the finds
from the first season of a five year project
to investigate a multi period site near
Rowde, a few miles north of Devizes. The
project, supported by a grant from the
CBA, is being run by Jan Dando and Phil
Andrews, who hope it will reveal the
evolution of a landscape from the Bronze
Age to the Roman period. Various members
of the group visited the English Heritage
Science labs at Fort Cumberland to learn
how to process the environmental samples.
The finds are currently being washed
and marked at the Wiltshire Museum in
preparation for their analysis and report.
Newton Tony
A magnetometer geophysical survey was
undertaken on two fields in Newton Tony,
near Salisbury. A number of Roman finds

For more information on the barrow and
lots of photographs visit:
www.thelongbarrow.com/

The interior of the long barrow. Picture © Tim Daws.

had been located by a local metaldetector
over the years and the site is locally thought
to be a Roman villa. No villa structures
were found, but there are an intriguing set
of ditches and features that need further
investigation. More survey and potentially
test pitting are planned for later this year.

‘Story of the World in 100 Objects’.
The exhibition will open in County Hall,
Trowbridge in May and then tour the county
in 2015 and 2016.

Conference April 18th
The 2015 Wiltshire Archaeology Conference
is being held in Devizes on April 18th. The
conference highlights the results of recent
investigations from around the county –
commercial planning-led, academic and
community projects. More details can be
found on the Wiltshire Museum website.

The Old Sarum and Stratford-Sub-Castle
Research Project, run by Southampton
University, is surveying the site of Old Sarum
and its environs as part of the University’s
archaeological survey and geophysical
course.

Geophysical survey indicates
extensive occupation at Old Sarum

This year an area of 6.5 hectares area
was surveyed within the ramparts of
the hillfort. Topographic, Resistivity and
Magnetometry surveys were undertaken in
the Outer Bailey, with a GPR survey across
the Inner Bailey. The preliminary results of
the surveys have indicated that there are
extensive structures across the entire area,
with buildings spread out along the curtain
wall. Future work includes completing the
survey in the Outer Bailey, and conducting a
survey in the environs of Old Sarum.
The initial findings of the houses and a

Wiltshire Museums

Britain’s newest long barrow. Picture © Tim Daws.
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The Wessex Museums Partnership –
between the Dorset County Museum,
The Salisbury Museum and the Wiltshire
Museum, Devizes, was awarded funding by
the Arts Council through the Renaissance
Strategic Support Fund in late 2014. This
grant is to develop an exhibition to tell the
Story of Wiltshire told through objects,
inspired by the popular British Museum
17

potential palace complex have been widely
reported in the press

filled with rubble) was found at the base of
the south wall.

For more information, visit:
www.southampton.ac.uk/archaeology/
research/projects/old_sarum_and_
stratford_sub_castle.page

This room has been interpreted as being
potentially associated with the Civil War
defences of Malmesbury, possibly being
a postern gate at the base of a bastion or
tower.

Or, project director, Kristian Strutt‘s blog:
https://kdstrutt.wordpress.com/

A possible Civil War discovery in
Malmesbury

More information can be found on the
Wiltshire Archaeology blog: http://www.
wshc.eu/blog.html and a report is available
from the Wiltshire Buildings Record.

Malmesbury has a rich civil war heritage,
vividly highlighted by the grape and
musket shot that covers the outside of its
Abbey. However, in September 2014, an
unexpected discovery was made. A void
was revealed by workmen during works
on 7 King’s Wall, a building near to the line
of the town’s Medieval wall. The void was
investigated by Dorothy Treasure from the
Wiltshire Buildings Record, based at the
History Centre in Chippenham. She found
a small square room comprising of rubble
masonry walls on three sides and the other
cut from solid rock. The south side of the
opening is formed by the edge of a vaulted
stone ceiling and a segmental arch (partly

Coincidently, the Wiltshire Civil War project,
undertaken by the Wiltshire Archaeology
Field Group, also undertook some
investigation in Malmesbury in December.
Organised by Tony Hack, Christina Staff
and Mike McQueen, and with permission
from the Abbey, a survey using a Small
Unmanned Aircraft was undertaken to
photograph the Abbey, including the
scars of Civil War damage. The imagery
is currently being processed and further
details on this project will be in the next
newsletter. Initial photos of this survey are
on the Field Group’s Facebook page (search
for Wiltshire Archaeology Field Group in
Facebook’s search bar).

The Malmesbury Void.
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Stonehenge News
Francis Taylor

The Government have announced
that it will fund a road tunnel under
the Stonehenge World Heritage site to
remove the bottleneck on the A303. The
announcement referred to a twin-bored
tunnel of at least 1.8km miles (2.9km) but
there has been no statement as to the
exact route and the location of the tunnel
portals. As no action will be taken until
after the forthcoming general election, this
project could easily be cancelled by a new
government.

position which seeks to “achieve a solution
which respects the Outstanding Universal
Value of this iconic, important and unique
site at the earliest opportunity”.
One group that has voiced its concerns
about the tunnel is the University of
Buckingham led excavation team working
at Blick Mead. They fear that a new tunnel
could damage the site where they’ve
discovered a Mesolithic camp and risk
destroying the archaeology there before it
can be fully excavated. However, given that
the road alongside Blick Mead is already
dual carriageway and is some way from
the likely tunnel start, it seems unlikely the
work there will be significantly disrupted.

The latest government announcement
was welcomed by both English Heritage
and the National Trust but ICOMOS (the
International Council on Monuments &
Sites) has stated that the proposed tunnel
would be too short and would have a highly
adverse impact on this historic landscape.
The Stonehenge Alliance, which includes
CPRE and other environmental groups
have also criticised the proposal saying the
tunnel should be at least 2.8 miles long. The
Council for British Archaeology, which in the
past has campaigned for a longer (2.8 mile)
tunnel, has broadly supported the ICOMOS

Since the last newsletter, the Stonehenge
Hidden Landscapes project has released
its findings after four years of remote
survey around Stonehenge Landscape.
The project appears to have revealed up
to 17 previously unrecorded monuments
within the landscape, although their exact
type and relationship with other features
remains unclear.

A new tunnel will almost certainly start east of King Barrow Ridge, removing this iconic view.
Photograph © Copyright Pam Brophy
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WAFA News
Julian Richards

Since the last newsletter we have had a
very busy autumn and winter at WAFA. As
well as out Winter Solstice gathering, which
was a lovely social occasion, we have run a
number of new courses. On our earthwork
survey course Mark Bowden demonstrated
the stoicism of the professional fieldworker
by refusing to stop teaching in monsoon
conditions.

starting to get the hang of it. We have
had two sessions of practical woodland
management, coppicing using axes of
stone, copper and bronze, which gave all
those who took part a very healthy respect
for the skills of our prehistoric ancestors.
This is just the start of our fascinating long
term experiment with our friends at the
Ancient Technology Centre. In February,
as part of a weekend course, we made a
full photographic and drawn record of a
row of 19th century cottages at the top of
the farm before their demolition. All these
activities are starting to build a picture of

Fieldwalking raised the question of ‘how
do you spot worked flint in what looks like
a beach?’ - but the results at the end of
the day showed that our students were

All our own work - just over 2 hours with a stone axe.

the archaeology of the farm and to help
us understand the ways in which it was
managed in the past.

them. These involve working on finds from
a number of local projects as well as more
practical tasks like routine maintenance of
the barn, tools etc.

At the end of February we had a stall at the
Archaeology Live! Conference organised by
Current Archaeology in London. A splendid
event with about 400 in the audience
where we could show off our splendid
new publicity banner, brochure and flyers
for our current programme. By the time
this newsletter reaches you we will have
had a very well attended course on aerial
photography and will be looking forward
to the spring with more coppicing, a test
pit weekend and more geophysical survey
all leading up to our summer training
excavation in July. For the hardy (or foolish)
there will be camping available at Ash Farm
for the duration of the dig.

Coppicing with a stone axe.
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The details of all of our courses as well as
the diary which shows which Tuesdays the
working parties are taking place at the barn
are on the website www.wafa.org.uk
We hope to see you at WAFA soon. The
cakes are wonderful!

We are also running a series of ‘drop
in’ volunteer sessions at Mick’s Barn on
Tuesday afternoons and evenings when
there is someone available to supervise

Archaeology Live!
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Industrial Archaeology News
Peter Stanier

Water and wind power in north
Hampshire

for example, made silk for Thomas Burberry’
famous clothing business. After a few years
with Stephen Walters & Co, the mill was
last worked until 1985 by Ede & Ravencroft,
weaving silk for legal and academic gowns.
All could have been lost but in this pivotal
year the Hampshire Buildings Preservation
Trust stepped in to buy the mill and set
about restoring it to produce silk again.
The mill is open as a tourist attraction and
visitors can see imported silk being worked
the stages of winding, warping and weaving.
A restored waterwheel in a projecting
wheelhouse still works, although most
power for the mill is by electricity.

Since the last newsletter your industrial
archaeology representative has had the
opportunity to visit two very different mill
sites in north Hampshire. Whitchurch,
a small town east of Andover, was once
an agricultural and coaching centre at an
important crossroads which could support
19 pubs and inns. The town (now thankfully
bypassed) retains its historic plan and
boasts several listed buildings of interest.
Pride of place is the Whitchurch Silk Mill
on Frog Island between two water courses,
a striking three-storey brick building with
a bell turret and clock of 1815. It was
developed for silk manufacturing and
weaving in the early nineteenth century,
notably by William Maddick and passing
through the hands of the Chappell and Hide
families between 1846 and 1955. John Hide,

Whitchurch Silk Mill has an excellent guided
tour available for those who wish to learn
more, and this year the mill celebrates
its 200th anniversary. A visit is highly
recommended for both the general visitor
and keen industrial archaeologist! The latter

The Crux Easton wind engine.
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may also wish to explore the upper River
Test hereabouts, which has been a source
of power for a number of corn, fulling and
paper mills within a few miles of the town,
most notably the Portals’ mill at Laverstoke
which made banknote paper for the Bank of
England and over 50 countries.
In total contrast to the sheltered valley of
the Test, a drive of just a few miles along
narrow lanes climbs northwards through
rural Hampshire to Crux Easton which
is a small hamlet on the chalk hills at
about 220m (722ft) above sea level. Mill
enthusiasts will know this place for the
Crux Easton Wind Engine, which stands
next to a well house in a windswept
paddock. On the day of our visit red
kites were wheeling about overhead in
fine style. The wind engine was made in
Wessex by John Wallis Titt of Warminster
and erected here in 1891-2. It consists of
a 10m (32ft) hexagonal steel tower which
supports a 6m (20ft) diameter frame for
48 annular canvas sails and a fan tail. It
was used for pumping water for an estate
reservoir from an existing deep well in the
adjoining building, where it also ground

corn. Having been disused for many years,
the structure was close to collapse due to
corrosion of the tower when it was listed
in 1991 in recognition of its importance.
Working with the Hampshire Mills Group,
the Crux Easton Wind Engine Conservation
Trust was formed in 1994, a lottery funding
application was successful and the structure
was dismantled, parts refurbished and
restored to working order in time for a
formal opening in 2002. The brick well
house contains a small exhibition and also a
view down the impressive well shaft cut into
the chalk to an estimated depth of about
122m (400ft). The well house pre-dates the
wind engine and may have been built in the
early eighteenth century by Edward Lisle of
Crux Easton Manor. Bottles with his mark
dated 1727 found during restoration work
support this. An earlier brick floor was also
located, but the site of the manor is unclear,
although numerous earthworks in the field
are of interest. This unusual ‘windmill’ is
open on certain Sundays or by arrangement.
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For more information, visit:
www.whitchurchsilkmill.org.uk, or www.
hampshiremills.org /mills

Maritime Archaeology News
Stephen Fisher

HMS Victory

and other artefacts that they believe to be
at risk. However, in January questions were
asked in the House of Commons about
the legality of the transfer of the wreck.
Following that, the Secretary of State for
Defence has withdrawn the permission to
excavate the wreck that was granted last
year and the decision is being reconsidered.

In 1744, HMS Victory, a first rate ship of the
line, foundered in a storm in the English
Channel. Initially, and until recently, it was
believed she had been lost on the Casquets,
north of Guernsey, although no one had
survived to corroborate this idea. In fact,
the wreck was discovered midway between
Guernsey and Start Point in Devon in 2008.

HMS Victory
After Victory was lost in 1744, the name was
assigned to a new ship launched in 1765.
After a lengthy career in which she took
part in her most famous action at Trafalgar,
she was placed in reserve and left to rot
in Portsmouth Harbour. Fortunately, after
renewed interest during the centenary

As a Royal Navy vessel, even though she
was outside British territorial waters, she
remained the property of the government.
However, in 2010 the government gifted
her to a newly formed charity. The charity
planned to employ the US salvage firm who
discovered the wreck, to recover cannon

commemorations of Trafalgar, she was
eventually placed into No. 2 dry dock where
she has remained ever since.
Sadly, although already undergoing
restoration, further problems have been
encountered that indicate the ship is
slowly rotting from the inside. Rainwater
has been the principal problem, although
poor restoration in the past is equally to
blame. No longer needing to go to sea, the
hull planking has been replaced with less
weather tight timbers in the past, which is
exacerbating the problems today.
The extent of the problem now revealed,
the plan is to stabilise and slowly repair the
hull over the next few years.

HMS M33
Meanwhile, alongside Victory is M33, a First
World War monitor currently undergoing
restoration in No. 1 dry dock. A veteran of
Gallipoli and the Russian Civil War, M33 has
been berthed in Portsmouth since 1992
and last year was awarded a £1.8 million
Heritage Lottery Fund grant to conserve the
hull and restore certain features. The ship
will not be restored to its complete First
World War design however.

M33 before the conservators moved in.

Forgotten Wrecks of the First World
War
Staying with the First World War, the
Maritime Archaeology Trust’s Forgotten
Wrecks project is continuing to unearth new
information, and possibly new wrecks in
the English Channel. A dedicated team of
volunteers is helping to research the stories
of all the wrecks lying along the south coast
of England. Between 1914 and 1918, these
accumulated to somewhere between 650
and 700.

The vessel will be ready to open to the
public in August, in time to commemorate
her arrival at Gallipoli, which is sure to
be the focus of this years First World War
commemorations. On board, the National
Museum of the Royal Navy are installing
interactive exhibits that will tell the ship’s,
and the campaign’s story.

The loss of HMS Victory, an 18th century painting by Peter Monamy, currently displayed in the
National Maritime Museum.
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Amongst the stories coming to light are that
of the U-boat captain who offered a glass
of wine to the master of one of the ships he
torpedoed (it was accepted) and the pilot
who lead a rescue vessel to the lifeboats of
a recently torpedoed steamer. Admiralty
documents kept at The National Archives at
Kew in London, suggest there may be some
vessels lost during the war that aren’t yet
listed in existing heritage records.

Although M33 arrived at Gallipoli in
August 1915, the first infantry landings
had taken place in April, and this years
commemorations will be focussed around
April 25th. Sadly the two month naval
campaign that preceded these landings has
received less attention.
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As part of the project, the Trust has just
released a number of guides that take
budding researchers through the basics
of such online resources as Pastscape and
Heritage Gateway. Although these are
designed to help research anything, the
Trust has also put together research packs
for anyone wanting to research a Forgotten
Wreck form the comfort of their armchair.
If it’s of interest, you can find out more
and download the guides from the project
website.

designed trays to remove large sections of
‘in-situ’ peat.
In it, they’ve found evidence of wheat
DNA that wasn’t previously believed to
have been present in Britain for another
2,000 years. However, it was known to be
in Southern Europe, and this suggests an
more extensive system of trade than had
previously been assumed in the Mesolithic
period. It may indicate a more substantial
land bridge to Europe than had been
presupposed, or possibly more advanced
maritime links.

For more information, visit:
www.forgottenwrecks.org

This isn’t the first time the Bouldnor has
upset the history books. A few years ago it
was discovered that timbers found there
had been worked and split using techniques
that had previously been associated with
the Neolithic period.

Bouldnor Cliff
The 6,000BC Mesolithic site of Bouldnor
Cliff, 12 metres below the surface of the
Solent and just east of Yarmouth harbour
on the Isle of Wight, hit the headlines in
February. Researchers have been carefully
analysing the sediment raised by the
Maritime Archaeology Trust, using specially

For more information visit:
www.maritimearchaeologytrust.org

YAC News
South Wilsthire YAC

to this special year for Southampton
YAC, and we are celebrating it with some
fantastic meetings. These include visits to
the Mary Rose and to Stonehenge during
the summer, a graveyard survey and a club
birthday party in late spring.

Cally Langhurst

South Wiltshire YAC were given an exciting
opportunity last month to dig in the Bishop
of Salisbury’s garden, we have a lot of
work to do but hopefully we will get some
interesting results soon. We already have
a lot of finds to process and are learning
all about the excavation process from start
to finish helped along the way by Julian
Richards. In the future we will report back
and tell everyone what we have found.
South Wiltshire YAC are very grateful to
have been given this opportunity by the
Bishop and for the lovely homemade
Chocolate Muffins and Hot Chocolate as
well - they really helped on a very cold day.

Over the past 20 years, the Southampton
Young Archaeologists’ Club has experienced
major changes, perhaps the biggest being
the move from Southampton City Council’s
Archaeology Unit to the University of
Southampton. We are now seeing closer
collaboration between the University and
the Southampton Young Archaeologists’
Club Branch. As well as our external
visits, we shall be back at our base at the
University examining topics including
Agincourt, Islamic Archaeology and the
Stone Age. These will be led by enthusiastic
University of Southampton Archaeology
Masters and PhD students, who will bring
their special insights to these subjects.
The move to the University has thus been
a major success for Southampton YAC,
offering not only stability and great facilities,
but also the opportunity to launch a diverse
range of meetings.

Southampton YAC
Alex Pope

This year is a milestone in the life of the
Southampton Young Archaeologists’ Club.
2015 marks the 20th anniversary of the
founding of our YAC Branch. Those who lead
the branch and the Young Archaeologists
who enjoy the meetings are looking forward

Worked flints at Bouldnor Cliff. Photo courtesy of Maritime Archeology Trust and Mike Pitts.

Taking a break in the Bishop of Salisbury’s Garden.
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