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From the Chair
At the conference held in November 2012 I mentioned that we had seen a substantial drop in
membership since the subscription arrangements between National CBA and the groups had
changed. As a committee we felt it was time to look at our vision of the future and over the last
year we have spent a lot of time doing just that.
We felt that one of the main things we needed to do was to improve our communication with
you, the members, and thanks to our Treasurer, Val Moore, and John Winterburn, we now have
the email newsletter which goes out on a regular basis. If you don’t currently get that newsletter,
it is because we don’t have your email address, so please get in touch and we will add you to
the list. We are now able to inform you of things that are going on in the region at short notice
and we would encourage you to get in touch with us if there is anything you wish to publicise.
We have also set up a Facebook page and again would encourage you to not only follow us on
Facebook but actively contribute. Thanks for this again go to John Winterburn and Val Moore.
Our aim is very much to educate and so we continue to offer our study days which are always
hugely popular. Something we have been discussing for some time is that we would like to be
able to teach archaeological techniques to as wide an audience as possible and to that end
we are looking at the possibility of establishing a field school. We will of course update you on
progress as soon as we have more information. Another area of focus is our field trips and for
2014 we have invited CBA South-West back to visit Wessex on June 13-15; this is of course
open to all of our members.
You will all have read the updates in the newsletters about the ‘What’s Under Your School?’
project which was carried out by Julian Richards and Claire Ryley, with support from Chris Elmer,
during the last year. As you know, we were extremely fortunate to receive the significant funding
required from Dr Alistair Somerville-Ford from the Institute of Commercial Management. I
was delighted that at the Dorset Archaeological Awards in October 2013, Alistair, Julian and
Claire were awarded the Ian Horsey Memorial Award for a significant personal contribution
to archaeology in Dorset for the ‘What’s Under Your School?’ project. This award is only given
occasionally, and at the judges’ discretion, so it’s a real accolade. On top of that, the Young
Archaeologist’s Award was presented to two of the children from Spetisbury Primary School who
took part in the project, so it was a double celebration. We have entered WUYS? for the British
Archaeological Awards, so if it is not too late to vote …
Staying with the theme of children, as we firmly believe that archaeology is fun and that children
should get involved early on, the committee made another donation of £500 to the Young
Archaeologist’s Club to support their work, and a further £100 raised at the annual conference
from personal contributions for which we thank members.
We have seen some changes in the make-up of the committee. Due to time commitments Paula
Levick stepped down as Berkshire representative and Dr Rowena Banerjea from the School
of Archaeology, Geography and Environmental Science at Reading University has joined the
committee. Delian Backhouse-Fry has left us as Isle of Wight rep and Dr Rebecca Loader, Senior
Archaeologist with the County Archaeology and Historic Environment Service has replaced her,
supported by Rosie Edmunds. Joy Verrinder has stepped down as YAC rep and Cathy Langhurst
has filled the space. And last but not least, after many years of dedicated service Trevor
Steptoe has stepped down as Dorset rep. He is replaced by Dr Miles Russell, Senior Lecturer at
Bournemouth University. At the Conference held in November we made a presentation to Trevor
to thank him for his many years on the committee – he will be much missed!
Marjoleine Butler
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Branch News
Meetings Secretary’s Report

only membership were sent out at the end of
January; so far there has been a 50% take up
If you would like to renew your membership
with CBA Wessex do please get in touch.

Andy Manning

Six study days are set to take place in 2014
(see back cover for details). These will be
complemented by the CBA Wessex Weekend,
this year to be hosted in Wessex and focussed
around Salisbury Plain, and a series of guided
walks in the summer and at the Winter
Solstice.

Looking at the detailed figures it is good
to see an increase in affiliate/institutional
membership. This is without doubt due to
Chris Elmer’s efforts in raising our profile with
these members. A number of local societies
have returned to the fold as well as some new
ones.

A number of possible field trips are also
planned; these will take place if there is
sufficient interest. These include a visit to
Salisbury Cathedral/Museum and historic
glassblowing.

We also hold increasing numbers of email
addresses; we now have email addresses for
approximately two thirds of our membership.
This does mean that one third are not getting
our email newsletters, so if you have an email
address and you wish to receive it, let us
know.

Finally, the CBA Wessex Conference and AGM
will take place on 1st November 2014. The
Larkhill venue proved to be a great success
last year, and allowed us to reduce the cost to
both members and non-members. However,
this was offset by the limit we had to set on
attendance, owing to the building regulations
that limited the number of people that could
be in the hall. This meant that several people
were unable to attend last year’s conference.
We are investigating alternative venues for
this year’s conference and will advise as soon
as a decision is made.

February 2014 Membership:
National & CBA Wessex membership: 248
Wessex CBA only membership:
111
Overseas membership:		
4
Total Membership:		

363

Hon. Treasurer’s Report

Val Moore

In September 2013 the group had about
£13,339 at its disposal. We saved money on
postage by using a franking machine for the
newsletter distribution, but further economy
was decided to be necessary, resulting in the
smaller size of the present newsletter, partly
compensated for by the use of full colour
printing throughout.

Membership Secretary’s Report
Maddy Andrews

Membership has seen a steady rise and
stabilised since the drop in membership last
year. A mailshot to all lapsed members, who
we believed were not aware they had not
signed up for CBA Wessex when they renewed
their national membership, has resulted in a
significant increase in people rejoining us. We
are hoping that with the work we are doing,
many more people will see the benefits of
being a member of CBA Wessex and joining us.

The ‘What’s Under your School?’ budget,
managed separately, is considered adequate
to see the project through to completion, in
no small part thanks to further donations by
the sponsor, Dr Alistair Somerville-Ford.

Membership seems to have stabilised. In
fact they are nearly back at the level of
January 2013. Renewal letters for Wessex
5

Around Wessex

National CBA News

A round up of CBA news in and around Wessex

Katy Whitaker

Wessex Academy for Field Archaeology

Wessex Wanderings

Home Front Legacy

CBA Wessex is delighted to announce their
new initiative; the Wessex Academy for Field
Archaeology (WAFA). Thanks to funding from
the fantastic Dr Alistair Somerville-Ford, the
permission of the Russell family of Ash Farm in
Dorset, and the hard work of Julian Richards,
CBA Wessex will be able to establish annual
fieldwork and training opportunities.

The world’s largest Celtic coin hoard will
go on display in May 2014 in Jersey (before
going to Guernsey in 2015). Details can be
found on the Jersey Heritage website (www.
jerseyheritage.org). They are also seeking
donations.

Dan Snow recently launched the new CBA
Home Front Legacy project. For the next
four years, the project aims to make it easy
for groups and individuals to record First
World War sites around Britain, adding them
directly to an interactive map of sites on
the project website. Speaking at the launch
event at a recently located trench training
area in Gosport, Dan Snow said “The physical
legacy of 100 years ago is all around us and
it’s up to us to pass that knowledge on to our
descendents“.

La Cotte de St Brelade in Jersey is often
described as the most amazing Neanderthal
site in Europe. For years it has been assumed
that the mammoth and woolly rhino bones
found at the base of the cliff were evidence
of Neanderthal hunters driving the animals
over the cliff edge. However, new research
suggests that this might no longer be the case.
A decapitated individual, thought to be an
executed criminal, was found just outside the
town of Wanborough. It’s thought the body
may have been dumped near to a Roman
settlement some 1700 years ago.

We have been very fortunate in getting
Professor Sir Barry Cunliffe to become patron
of WAFA, and we intend to have a launch
day on the 26th of July to coincide with the
Festival of British Archaeology. Keep an eye
out for more details in the next newsletter and
the email newsletters.

What’s Under Your School?
As many members will be aware, Julian
Richards and Claire Ryley have run a project
for schools in the Shaftesbury area called
“What’s Under Your School”.

An Iron Age woman, with her feet cut off
and reburied next to her along with animal
remains has been found at West Knoyle in
Wiltshire. The body was found alongside the
remains of a child and two males.

Thanks to funding from Alistair SomervilleFord, the project was a great success and
now has its own website, detailing the
background and fulfilment of the project. It
also has two very interesting videos of how
Julian and Claire taught the children the basics
of archaeology. Their enthusiasm (Julian’s,
Claire’s and the children’s) is fantastic.

At Rat Island in Portsmouth Harbour, the
bodies of several 19th century prisoners have
been found after the weather caused them to
start eroding out of the island’s shore.
A new ‘Neolithic’ long barrow is being built
at All Cannings, Wiltshire for modern day
cremations.

For more information, visit:
• www.whatsunderyourschool.org

describing the current state of knowledge
about the historic environment, identifying
gaps that research could fill, and outlining
potential, prioritised, research areas. They
should be informed by everyone with an
interest in a particular area, e.g. a regional
framework that covers certain counties;
and they should be useable by everyone
who works on the topic of the framework.
Therefore it is important to feed into
the consultation, to help make Research
Frameworks that work for everyone.
To complete the survey, visit:
• www.snapsurveys.com/wh/		
s.asp?k=138695410263

For more information, visit:
• www.homefrontlegacy.org.uk

Government Reviews

English Heritage’s Future

The first call for written submissions for a
Government Review of local archaeology
services has also just passed. The Review will
move on to oral evidence gathering. This I feel
is really one to watch and get involved with; as
individuals, local/regional societies as well as
concerned national bodies/charities. As always
the timetables seem to be so tight, it’s difficult
to mobilise the voices of people who care.
Nevertheless, cuts to local authority historic
environment services are coming thick and
fast.

You may have noticed the flurry of heritageconcerned consultation documents recently
issued. The initial consultation on the English
Heritage “New Model” – the proposal to
split English Heritage’s statutory and other
responsibilities from the management
and presentation of the state-owned/
guardianship properties – has closed. The CBA
response starts from the premise that the
CBA “somewhat agrees with the proposed
benefits” of the proposal, but raises a number
of concerns about the two new organisations
– a charity called English Heritage and the
QUANGO/NDPB “Historic England”.

Local Heritage Engagement Network
The newly-funded Local Heritage Engagement
Network is now up and running and is already
involved with responses to proposed cuts in
Tees and Worcestershire. This project is all
about advocacy, and finding ways to support
local groups and local communities to speak
up for local heritage.

For more information, visit:
• http://new.archaeologyuk.org/news/
cba-response-to-the-english-heritagenew-model

Historic Environment
Research Framework

Rat Island in Portsmouth Harbour. Courtesy of the Maritime Archaeology Trust.
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For more information, visit:
• http://new.archaeologyuk.org/localheritage-engagement-network

English Heritage is also asking for responses
to a review of historic environment Research
Frameworks. Research Frameworks should
be very useful documents when it comes to
7

Berkshire News
Rowena Banerjea

Newbury
As part of a project to map buried gravel
deposits in the Kennet Valley, Wessex
Archaeology mounted surveys in Victoria Park
in Newbury town centre. The one-day survey
used a Ground Penetrating Radar system
and Electrical Resistivity Tomography (which
produce images of below ground without
disturbing the surface) to look for signs of
a layer of peat as well as gravel deposits
and water channels and associated Upper
Palaeolithic and Mesolithic activity. This
work was funded by English Heritage and in
partnership with the University of Reading
and West Berkshire Council. Local residents
were invited to observe these surveys and
learn more about the processes involved.
Learning officers from Wessex Archaeology
and West Berkshire Council were on hand to
explain the activities, and provided a display
about life during the Stone Age. The event
proved popular; it featured on BBC and local
news and was visited by Newbury’s Mayor, Cllr
Anthony Pick.

Reading Prison

potential for archaeological remains from
the Bronze Age through to the period of the
Vikings in the 9th Century, as well as medieval
and later interest. The site was part of the
extensive grounds of the nationally important
Reading Abbey. The Abbey, founded in 1121,
encompassed the whole of the Prison Site.
Part of the Abbey Church extended into the
north-western part of the Prison site and it is
likely that the Prison would have had various
associated buildings, as well as areas that
might have been used as a cemetery. The
Prison site was also an important area in the
defence of Reading during the Civil War in
1643.

Reading Borough Council have also launched
another consultation; this one regards
the closure of Reading Prison and the redevelopment of the site.

An ‘Outline Conservation Plan’ for Reading
Abbey Quarter is now available on
Reading Museum’s website. This is quite a
comprehensive document, which in addition
to risk assessments, conservation and
management aims and an outline action plan
and costs, also contains a comprehensive
description of the archaeology and historical
context of the site.

Reading Prison closed in December 2013. The
Council has prepared a draft Reading Prison
Framework, which sets out RBC’s guidelines
on the future of this important site in central
Reading, in particular the vital heritage issues.
This draft Framework is available to view
on council’s consultation webpage and is
now subject to consultation. The council are
requesting comments.

For more information, visit:
• www.readingmuseum.org.uk/getinvolved/projects-consultation/abbeyquarter

Reading Prison is a very important and
historically significant site within the central
area of Reading. In its entirety, it is part of
the Reading Abbey and Civil War earthworks
Scheduled Ancient Monument. There is a high

For more information, visit:
• www.reading.gov.uk/council/		
consultations/openconsultations/
reading-prison-framework

Reading Abbey
In February, Reading Borough Council
submitted another grant application to
the Heritage Lottery Fund to fund the
conservation work and improved signage
of Reading Abbey Quarter. As part of this
bid, RBC put out a public consultation in
the form of a survey in January 2014. 1156
people completed the online survey. 95%
of respondents thought that the Abbey was
very important to the history of Reading.
88% thought the Abbey was Reading’s most
important/significant heritage site. 97%
supported RBC’s application to the HLF to
conserve and interpret the Abbey Ruins and
Abbey Gate. To date (February 2014), the
council has received consultation responses
from 1831 people. CBA Wessex also provided
a letter of support for the grant application.

Reading Prison as it appeared in 1844.
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Dorset News
Miles Russell

Dorset Archaeological Awards

Druce Roman Villa

The biennial Dorset Archaeological Awards,
established by the Dorset Archaeological
Committee, in order to recognise outstanding
contributions to the archaeology of the
county, were announced on 12/10/13. The
first place award, presented by Professor
Sir Barry Cunliffe, went to St Mary’s Church
Puddletown, for significant conservation
work, including the relocation of monuments
in the Athelhampton Chapel. The runner-up
certificate was presented to the Friends of
the Rodwell Trail and Sandsfoot Castle for the
conservation and preservation of Weymouth
castle and their continued commitment to
widen public access. The Ian Horsey Memorial
Award for a significant contribution to
archaeology in the county was given to Dr
Alistair Somerville-Ford, Julian Richards and
Claire Ryley for leading the project “What’s
under your school (WUYS)?” The Dorset
Archaeological Committee awarded the Young
Archaeologist’s award to two pupils from
Spetisbury Primary School for work conducted
upon the WUYS project.

Excavation and fieldwork at Druce Roman
villa, Puddletown, came to an end in October.
Evaluation trenches excavated by members of
the East Dorset Antiquarian Society under the
direction of Lilian Ladle have revealed three
ranges of buildings including an industrial /
agricultural complex, an aisled building and
the main domestic wing containing at least
two mosaic pavements. Post excavation work
is now progressing with support from the
Association for Roman Archaeology.
For more information, visit:
• www.dorset-archaeology.org.uk

Dorchester Roman Town House

The fully exposed Roman mosaic at Druce.

10

One of the burials in the Durotrigian cemetery.

The floors of the town house are being
cleaned. The nature of the cover building is
currently under review and strategies are
being developed by the Roman Town House
Interpretation Advisory Group with regard to
the long term preservation and presentation
of the structure.

Wareham Saxon Town Walls

The Durotriges Project

The Dead of Prehistoric Dorset Project

The final season of excavation work at
North Down Iron Age banjo enclosure
and Winterborne Kingston Roman villa by
Bournemouth University came to a close
and the site was backfilled in October. The
interior of the enclosure was totally cleared,
four roundhouses and 63 storage pits being
excavated. 16 crouch burials, part of a larger
Durotrigian cemetery, were also investigated,
providing rare evidence of Late Iron Age
mortuary practice. Geophysical survey
continues in the area of the enclosure and
upon the interior of Dorset hillforts, 18 sites
being fully surveyed to date. New trenches are
being set out for the 2014 season.

Post excavation work continues on this
English Heritage funded project led by Martin
Smith (Bournemouth University) and Martin
Green (Cranborne Chase). The focus is the
re-analysis, including C14 dating and isotope
analysis, of human remains from the Neolithic
Wor Barrow excavated in 1894 by General
Pitt Rivers (one of the world’s first scientific
excavations). Other burials examined from the
same landscape (in particular the Bronze Age
burials from Down Farm, Sixpenny Handley)
are revealing complex mortuary practices
previously not seen in Britain.

For more information, visit:
• www.bournemouth.ac.uk

Volume 135 of the DNHAS Proceedings is on
schedule for publication by September 2014.

Another spectacular metal-detected Iron
Age mirror burial has been professionally
recovered in Dorset. The article on these
mirror graves in Dorset was covered by a Mike
Pitts article in British Archaeology (Issue 132,
Sept/Oct 2013).

Seven information boards have been unveiled
along the 1.2km walk along Wareham’s 9th
century walls. The project was brought about
by a partnership of English Heritage, Wareham
and District Development Trust, the district
and county councils and Dorset Wildlife Trust.

A number of discoveries of human bone
assemblages have been recognised by walkers
in the southwest of the county. The Finds
Liaison Officer has been busy attending and a
Bournemouth University team have applied
the necessary recovery expertise.
A new affiliate group to CBA was voted as
accepted at the AGM in York. The Dorset
Diggers at Bridport are particularly active
in relation to pipe kilns. Their Chairman is a
regular attendee at the Dorset Archaeological
Committee.
The new Hengistbury Head Visitor Centre
has opened. The County Arts & Museums
Service has made material available from the
St George Gray and Bushe-Fox excavations of
a century ago, to complement that from the
more recent Cunliffe and Barton digs, now
looked after by Bournemouth Corporation.

Round Up
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Guernsey News

Jersey News

Philip de Jersey

Robert Waterhouse

A new Celts and Romans exhibition opens in
Jersey at the end of May 2014, and (partially)
travelling up to Guernsey from spring 2015.
This will feature Neil Mahrer, conservator for
Jersey Heritage, picking apart the huge Iron
Age coin hoard found on Jersey in 2012.

There was no significant excavation work in
Guernsey during the 2013 summer – building
developments have not been on sensitive sites
– and we are continuing to attempt to address
the inherited excavation backlog rather
than adding to it ourselves. We did however
support Professor Sir Barry Cunliffe’s short
season of excavation on Sark, which revealed
more evidence of intensive Bronze Age and
Iron Age settlement in the fields adjacent to
the Mill, on the high ground at the centre of
the island. Dr Jason Monaghan, Director of
Guernsey Museum, led another week of work
on the Roman fort at the Nunnery, Alderney,
revealing more evidence of the structure of
the central tower.

For more information, visit:
• www.jerseyheritage.org/donate

St Clement

Round Up

Further excavations took place at St Clement
in 2013. These have included the discovery of
deeply stratified later prehistoric occupation
deposits, with a superb set of plough marks
at the bottom, associated with Bronze Age
pottery. Several features, including pits and
ditches, were observed in the approximately
one metre of silts above, the upper levels
of which were truncated by a medieval
ploughsoil containing thirteenth century
Normandy Gritty Ware.

Last summer, the Société Jersiaise celebrated
its 140th birthday and the centenary of its
Archaeology Section by hosting a conference
on the Archaeology of Jersey. This took
place over the weekend of the 6th & 7th of
July and was a great success, many people
from England and France joining islanders
to learn about recent research into Jersey’s
archaeology.
A major step forward for the Société has come
recently in the form of a gift of money to buy
a Bartington magnetometer. This has already
been in use at St Clement and has produced
spectacular results on part of the site; several
features, possibly ditches, have been located.
We will be investigating these this year.

Another trench nearby explored a geophysical
anomaly which was shown to be a gravel
platform on which a wall of clay-bonded
granite rubble had been built. Although no
datable finds were made in this wall, the fill
of a presumed robber trench above contained
first and second century Roman ceramics,
including North Gaulish greyware and a sherd
of Samian. The current theory, bolstered by
the fact that it is aligned on nothing in the
current landscape, is that this is a Roman wall,
the second to be found at St Clement.

The Museum volunteer group has continued
to work on the restoration of box vaults in the
Brothers’ Cemetery, St Peter Port.
At the time of writing, we are making
preparations for the reburial of the human
skeletal material excavated adjacent to St
Tugual’s Chapel on the island of Herm in
the spring of 2011. A long, narrow trench
placed to the south of the excavated area has
shown that, contrary to our expectations, the
cemetery does not seem to extend into this
area. Instead, it appears that the bedrock
rises, to the extent that the soil was too thin
here even for the relatively shallow medieval
burials. This may also go some way towards
explaining why there was quite so much
disturbance of earlier burials in the limited
area which was used for the cemetery.

We employed two local students this summer,
at St Clement and on recording of the standing
fabric of the medieval chapel at La Hougue
Bie, which was having its cement pointing
removed and replaced with lime. This work
has produced a new development sequence
for the chapel, previously interpreted by
Warwick Rodwell in the 1990s. Further work
is expected to be carried out inside to record
traces of medieval wall and ceiling paintings
during the next year, with another internship
student who will be with us for a year.

The fragment of Merovingian sarcophagus
found last autumn in the robber-trench
backfill of the former priory building has
been joined by a second, found by the author
during July in one of the twelfth century nave
pilaster buttresses in the parish church. This
brings the potential number of sarcophagi on
the site to at least two, and the hunt is now on
in the church fabric for more.

The coasts of the Channel Islands took a
battering in the recent storms but damage
seems to have been confined mostly to
modern(ish) sea defences rather than any of
our older archaeological sites. A previously
unrecorded Second World War machine
gun post emerged out of a sand dune on
Guernsey’s west coast.

St Tugual’s Chapel on Herm.
Photo by H. de Vegt.
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The archaeological recording work on a small
eighteenth century cottage at Havre Des Pas
which we carried out last year has, in part,
contributed to the project receiving a Jersey
Construction Council 2013 award for projects
up to £1 million.

The date range of such sarcophagi in
Normandy is c.550-720 AD, so it looks as if we
have evidence for continuity of settlement at
the site, with a Christian community present
as well. Given that we are only just across
the water from the important late Roman
and Merovingian Christian site of Portbail,
this should not really be surprising, but
nevertheless, it’s a first for Jersey.

Commercial work this summer has included a
watching brief on conversion of a nineteenth
century stable and a desk-based assessment
of a site in St Helier. None of these has been
particularly exciting, but provides the Société
with much-needed funding for ‘extras’ such as
the employment of student interns.
13

Hampshire News
David Allen and Ginny Pringle

St Cross Excavations

an interim report on their work at St Cross
2007-2010, and more particularly 2013, which
will appear in the next newsletter.

When St Cross in the southern suburbs of
Winchester was clothed in scaffolding, WARG,
the society for Winchester archaeology and
local history, took the opportunity to dig
up the adjacent lawn (Bowling Green), an
area generally in use these days for wedding
parties. They confirmed expert opinion
and geophysical survey evidence that early
buildings stood on the east side of the church
and found traces of lead smelting and other
activities.

For more information, visit:
• www.warg.org.uk

Basing House
At Basing House, a long-considered plan to
re-excavate and properly backfill the trenches
dug by the Aldermaston Archaeological
Society in the 1960s, was finally realised.
This was achieved by making it a training
excavation for the University of Southampton.
It was also a community project and as well as
digging there were educational activities, an
artist-in-residence, and members of the North
Hants YAC paid a visit. The work confirmed
the existence of the Late Iron Age and Roman
levels and the remarkable metalled surface of
crushed burnt flint, but probably downgraded

The building had an imposing doorway in
Quarr stone which places it firmly in the
12th century (the source was worked out by
1140) and probably makes it Henry of Blois’
first building. This may well have been the
dormitory and living quarters for the “thirteen
poor men… feeble and lacking in strength…”
- the original Brothers. WARG have provided

far better weather than in recent years. The
University of Winchester work at Magdalen
Hill progresses; with 2014 upon us a topical
area of study here could be the remains of
one of the county’s largest First World War
camps. Although the recent work produced
substantial, finds-rich rubbish deposits of
post medieval date, the hope is that grants
will be forthcoming to return to the medieval
cemetery part of the site in future years.

the two Belgic ‘huts’ to ‘working hollows’
You can catch the key points at the blog,
including the film ‘Basing House – Three
weeks in Two Minutes’. Work will continue
at Basing, particularly with a survey aimed at
locating the Parliamentarian’s Civil War camp.
For more information, visit:
• http://basinghouseproject.org

Silchester

‘Pop-up museums’ are clearly popular at the
moment, and the Iron Age & Roman temple
on Hayling Island benefited from just such a
display during July 2013. Prof Tony King and
Graham Soffe put together an exhibition in
a local barn and the farm obliged by giving
tractor and trailer rides to see the site’s crop
marks, which were very good this year. They
have also compiled a new booklet about
the project and progress with the definitive
publication.

At Silchester, work on Insula IX is nearing
completion with just one more season to
come (the 18th). As a counterpart to this the
University of Reading has begun to test one
or two theories on Insula III. An entertaining
blog on the 2013 season features stunning
aerial photography.
For more information, visit:
• http://blogs.reading.ac.uk/silchesterdig

RocDam

The latest news from the local authorities
is that Hampshire and Winchester Arts &
Museums Services are merging and heading
for Trust status. The structure may be in place
by late 2014, or spring 2015 at the latest.

RocDam is a museum education project that
uses the historic (1950s – 70s) excavation at
Rockbourne Roman Villa and the new work
at Damerham to fire up community interest
in the subject. Events took place during the
Festival of Archaeology fortnight and Heritage
Open Days. Funquest, a Damerham based
organisation bringing children’s activities to
this rural area, held a ‘Yesterplay’ weekend
with ‘pop-up museum’, mosaic making and
Viking displays.

On the display side, the Danebury meteorite
is now on show at the Museum of the Iron
Age in Andover. This diminutive rock (the
size of a walnut) fell to earth around 350 BC
and quite by chance ended up in a chalky
layer in a Danebury Iron Age storage pit. It
was excavated in 1974 during the big Prof
Barry Cunliffe led dig and will soon feature
in a publication by Prof Colin and Dr Judith
Pillinger. After 4.5 billion years lost in space,
it’s truly a warm welcome.

At Damerham, the project enjoyed its sixth
and final season of evaluation with a mix of
excavation and fieldwalking. Martyn Barber
and Helen Wickstead will be telling the
Hants Field Club about the latest results in
Winchester on 29 April.

Two significant projects head towards
publication. With English Heritage help
both the Selbourne Priory and Sparsholt
(Roman Villa) excavations will be published as
monographs by the Hampshire Field Club. It
is hoped to launch the Sparsholt volume at
the forthcoming Winchester Conference (April
26/27) when a number of those who worked
on the dig will be present.

For more information, visit:
• http://rocdam.wordpress.com
• www.fieldclub.hants.org.uk

Round Up
St Cross - minus the scaffolding. Photo by Johan Bakker.
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A number of regular excavation projects took
place last summer, most of them enjoying
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Isle of Wight News

Stonehenge News

Rebecca Loader

Francis Taylor

Mersley Farm
The Isle of Wight Natural History and
Archaeology Society have been continuing
working on the ‘Below the Ground’ survey.
Fieldwork in the past few months has been
focussed on Mersley Farm, where geophysical
survey and fieldwalking has revealed a field
system and evidence for Roman occupation.

Island Heritage

presentations, the delegates split into groups
to consider the three themes that had been
identified as priorities for future work and
partnership projects. These were heritage
tourism, the development of a heritage hub,
and increasing the accessibility of collections.
Finally, an action plan was agreed.

Visitor Centre

Finds Liaison

Although the exhibition itself has received
a lot of justified praise, there have been
numerous, widely reported problems with
the centre and the transport facilities that
are supposed to move visitors to Stonehenge
itself.

The Island’s Finds Liaison Officer for the
Portable Antiquities Scheme, Frank Basford,
continues to be extremely busy recording finds
reported by members of the public. Most finds
are from the four metal detecting clubs who
hold rallies every Sunday and Wednesday. Two
important finds, designated as Treasure, have
been acquired by the Isle of Wight Heritage
Service. These were part of an Early-Medieval
square-headed silver-gilt brooch (below) and a
complete Early-Medieval silver-gilt sword-ring.

In November a conference was organised by
Isle of Wight Council, assisted by the Isle of
Wight Society, to discuss the future of the
Island’s heritage. Previous talks between the
council and a range of local organisations and
heritage groups had led to the development of
an Isle of Wight Heritage Strategic Framework;
the conference was held to agree on ways
of taking forward some of the framework’s
recommendations. Following a morning of

been destroyed forever, but we were hopeful
that archaeology below the road would
survive. And here we have it - the missing
piece in the jigsaw. It is very exciting to find a
piece of physical evidence that officially makes
the connection which we were hoping for.”

The new Stonehenge Visitor Centre was
officially opened to the public on 18th
December. I was invited to the Preview on the
day before and have posted my immediate
impressions on the CBA Wessex website, along
with some photos I took on the day.

The recent prolonged spell of dry weather has
also led to some exciting discoveries within
the stone circle. Two eagle-eyed members
of staff spotted some parchmarks amongst
the stone circle in July. After investigation
by English Heritage experts they seem to be
positions of three holes where stones 17,
18 and 19 might have stood on the southwest side of the outer sarsen circle. Susan
Greaney, senior properties historian at English
Heritage, said: “There is still debate among
archaeologists whether Stonehenge was a
full or incomplete circle, and the discovery
of these holes for missing stones has
strengthened the case for it being a full circle,
albeit uneven and less perfectly formed in the
south-west quadrant.”

The major issues seem to be that the land
trains are unable to cope; a situation that has
caused English Heritage to call in buses to
cope with the demand. An inadequate turning
circle and disembarkation facilities only serve
to slow the process down, as does the fact
that a typical tourist bus has 50 seats, but the
land train can only carry 45. At the centre, the
recent bad weather and wind blowing from
the west, meant that the staff in the ticket
office were unable to open the windows so
had problems in selling tickets.

Finally, London Royal College of Art has
suggested that Stonehenge‘s bluestones
may have been selected for their acoustic
properties; principally the ring they give
when struck. This theory follows similar lines
to one presented in 2012, suggesting that
Stonehenge’s layout may have been inspired
by music.

Some of the above could be put down to
the inevitable teething problems, but others
indicate poor planning by English Heritage.
With these and other concerns (principally
the ticket cost and restrictive nature of a visit)
in mind, CBA Wessex is writing to English
Heritage to make its views known.

The A303
Six years after the government scrapped plans
for an A303 tunnel, a summer of congestion
seems to have made them think again. A
feasibility study is under way to consider the
road’s future, although the CBA and English
Heritage have warned that Stonehenge will
find itself on the ‘at-risk’ register if the road
is dualled by Stonehenge with no adequate
protection.

Archaeology
Two ditches belonging to the Stonehenge
Avenue buried beneath the modern roadbed
of the A344 have been uncovered during
works to decommission the road. Heather
Sebire, (our former Channel Islands Rep!)
properties curator and archaeologist at English
Heritage, said: “The part of the Avenue that
was cut through by the road has obviously
16
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Wiltshire News

Payments to CBA Wessex

Daniel Miles

AAHRG - ASAHRG!

hillforts in Britain. The surveying of hillforts
in Wiltshire is underway and it is hoped the
information collected by the members will
also be of benefit to the county archaeology
service in terms of monument management.

The Avebury Archaeology and History
Research Group (AAHRG) has expanded its
remit to include research on Stonehenge. The
research group is now named the Avebury and
Stonehenge Archaeology and History Research
Group (ASAHRG).

For more information, visit:
• wiltshireafg.weebly.com

West Wiltshire National Archaeological
Identification Survey (NAIS) project

Larkhill Rebasing Plans
The Ministry of Defence is currently involved
in a consultation to identify sites for new
military housing estates; part of their plans
for a new super garrison at Salisbury Plain
for forces returning to the UK (principally
from Germany). Sites have been proposed
at Tidworth and Bulford amongst others,
but it is the sites at Larkhill that will have
archaeologists most concerned (or excited
by the possible excavations). Several sites
identified for development fall within 300m
of Durrington Walls, whilst others threaten
the site of the country’s first military airfield.
It has also been observed that the infamous
‘Stonehenge sun-gap’ that the airfield
preserved when its hangers were constructed
over 100 years ago, is also at risk. The
consultation ends on 1 April.

English Heritage is undertaking an
archaeological identification project in West
Wiltshire designed to integrate aerial mapping
with other techniques of archaeological
investigation. The pilot project aims to
improve understanding and protection of
the archaeology of the Avon Vale between

CBA Wessex is willing and able to take
payment for membership subscriptions,
study days, conference fees etc via internet
banking. Anyone wishing to make a one off
payment (or set up a standing order for yearly
membership fees) should make payment to
Bank name - Barclays Bank PLC
Account Name - CBA Wessex No 2
Sort code : 20-75-01
Account number : 43040208
Then either use the form on the CBA Wessex
website, follow the links to “payment” and
forward the form to the treasurer’s email
address : or email the treasurer direct at
treasurer@cba-wessex.org.uk stating what
the payment is for.

www.cba-wessex.org.uk
Lay Wood

Chippenham and Trowbridge, a distinctive
landscape flanked by the better known areas
of the Cotswolds and the Wiltshire Downs.
Aerial investigation has been undertaken to
National Mapping Programme standards and
follow-up work including geophysical survey,
analytical earthwork survey and excavation is
now being planned

A Roman villa site was recently excavated
at Lay Wood near Devizes by Wessex
Archaeology, which contributes to our
understanding of how Devizes developed in
the Roman period. The excavation, in advance
of a new housing development, may lead to
the villa site becoming a feature in a proposed
country park.

For more information, visit:
• www.english-heritage.org.uk/		
professional/research/landscapes-andareas/identifying-archaeology/nais/
nais-lowland-pilot-west-wiltshire/

For more information, visit:
• www.gov.uk/government/consultations/
salisbury-plain-training-area-master-planarmy-basing-programme

Museums

Wiltshire Archaeology Field Group

In October 2013, Wiltshire Museum in Devizes
opened its new Prehistoric Gallery - four
rooms telling the story of Stonehenge and
Avebury, and exhibiting many of its gold
artefacts for the first time.

The Wiltshire Archaeology Field Group
has been busy over the last few months.
It undertook a geophysical survey of a
possible Iron Age enclosure at Horton, near
Devizes in November. This was part of some
training provided by English Heritage and
over 10 members learnt how to undertake
magnetometery and resistivity survey. The
group is participating in the Oxford University
led national project to survey Iron Age

Survey at Horton’s Iron Age enclosure.

18

Meanwhile in Salisbury, the Salisbury and
South Wiltshire Museum has begun work
on its new Wessex Gallery. The major
construction work is already complete, and
the new gallery will open this summer.

The Bush Barrow display at Wiltshire Museum.
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Featured Article
Andy Manning updates us on the CBA Annual Conference on 2 November 2013:
A Question of Conflict? The Archaeology of Warriors, Weaponry and Warfare in Wessex
Army and its capabilities as it moved though
this region during the invasion of Britain in
43AD.

In the run up to the centenary of the First
World War in 2014, it was fitting that CBA
Wessex held its annual Autumn conference
at the home of the Royal School of Artillery in
Larkhill, near Amesbury. For over 130 years
Salisbury Plain has been a key training area for
the British Army. Over 30% of the troops sent
to France in 1914-18 would have spent time
on the plain and this role continues to the
present day.

The Post-Roman period was covered by Prof.
David Hinton, who highlighted the background
and sources which shed light on the size and
defence of this region. Drs Michael Costen
and Stuart Prior continued this theme into
the 14 year long war in the mid 12th century,
a significant part of which was fought within
our region. The war saw over 90 forts and
strongholds set up in this area, many of
which are only now coming to light in recent
archaeological work. Julian Richards then took
us through the community project Layers of
Larkhill with soldiers and families at the base
and including the local primary school, who
have built a replica of an Iron Age roundhouse
and Bronze Age Barrow, complete with a
‘burial’.

However, our first speakers reminded us,
this region has always been the scene
of significant conflict, stretching back to
prehistoric times. Dr Joshua Pollard outlined
some of the archaeological evidence of
conflict and weapons found, especially within
the Bronze Age, when tensions are evident at
the boundaries of cultural territories. This was
followed by John Smith and friends who gave
a very visual demonstration of the Roman

In the afternoon, the focus changed to
the modern era. The Ministry of Defence
archaeologist, Richard Osgood, gave a history
of the use of the Salisbury Plain in the two
world wars and especially on the changing
face of troop training, which means that
the Plain is home to an interesting range
of eastern European and Afghan villages,
something to puzzle the archaeologists of the
future. This was followed by Prof. Margaret
Cox’s talk on the results of the Fromelies
project, fieldwork undertaken in France close
to the scene of the 1916 battle, which led to
one of the greatest losses of Australian life in
World War One. Recent archaeological work
had identified burial pits dating from the
battle and which had remained undiscovered
since the end of the conflict. The talk focused
on the issues, problems and successes arising
from the attempted DNA identification of the
330 individuals found. Philip de Jersey’s talk
on the Occupation of the Channel Islands in

the Second World War by the Germans and
focused on the wide-spread survival of many
of the fortifications which proved to difficult
to destroy after the war. Many of these
structures are now finally succumbing to the
ravages of time and there is an interesting
issue of the conservation and protection of
historic structures belonging to a period that
many would rather forget.
The final talk was from Robert Clarke on the
preparations in Wessex for a conflict, which
thankfully, never took place- that of atomic
war. The talk gave a chilling view of how local
preparations and groups were trained and the
bunkers which still lie hidden within many of
our towns.
Many thanks are due to this sell-out event,
including the speakers and local community
groups, re-enactors and The Mary Rose
Trust, who set up an excellent range of stalls
covering recent work.

CBA Wessex Weekend: 13-15 June 2014
We are planning a full weekend of activities
to entertain our guests from CBA South West,
who so kindly hosted us at last year’s summer
weekend. This year we are hosting for their
members, but we anticipate that there will be
places for some CBA Wessex members too.

lecture. Saturday will see visits to Avebury
and Devises museum including tea and
dinner. Sunday will focus around Salisbury
Plain Training Area. There is anticipated cost
of around £100.
Keep an eye on the website for more details.
Expressions of interest should be sent to
Andy Mannning (contact details on the back
page).

On Friday evening there will be a tour
of Salisbury, a visit to the new gallery at
Salisbury museum, a meal and an evening

CBA Wessex Conference: 1 November 2014

Hearth and Home: the archaeology of domestic buildings in Wessex
This year’s Annual General Meeting will also
take place at the conference. All members
may attend. The agenda will be posted on the
website and circulated at the meeting.

This year’s autumn conference will be on
the theme of the home and how domestic
buildings from all eras appear in the
archaeological record of Wessex.

The Garrison re-enactor group attended with their impressive 25-pounder and Morris Tractor.
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The venue, cost and speakers will be
announced in due course. Keep an eye on the
website for details.

www.cba-wessex.org.uk
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Industrial Archaeology News
Peter Stainer

Stormy Weather

of approx 500mm (20-inch) gauge. A small
portion of a second wagon has been on
the beach below for some years gathering
barnacles.

This winter’s storms have delighted fossil
hunters by exposing masses of new material
for their attention in numerous cliff falls
all along Dorset’s heritage coastline. There
is something in all this for archaeologists
too. Four years ago a mine tram wagon was
spotted teetering on a ledge near Clavell’s
Hard at Kimmeridge in an area of cliff long
known for its unstable qualities and the odd
tramway rail sticking out from nineteenthcentury mine workings in the oil shale beds.
Intrepid rescuers brought it to the cliff top
and it now awaits, hopefully, preservation.
Although in poor condition and somewhat
rusted and bent in parts, enough survives to
show the tram wagon’s curved tipping body
supported on a chassis which has wheels

First World War Centenary
Topical news at a time when the start
of the Great War is being remembered
is an Engineering Heritage Award given
in December 2013 by the Institution of
Mechanical Engineers to what is said to be
the world’s first tank, displayed at the Tank
Museum in Bovington, Dorset. The 18-ton
prototype tank, known as Little Willie, was
built in 1915 by William Foster & Co., but it
never saw action because it was superseded
by a new, improved design. John Wood,
Chairman of the Institution’s Engineering
Heritage Committee, described it as ‘British
engineering at its finest. Despite it never
seeing combat, Little Willie’s design was
hugely innovative and designers and engineers
used it as a starting point for many of the
tanks which followed later. It really did change
the face of modern warfare.’

Do we have your email address?
Some 66% of our members receive the CBA
Wessex monthly email newsletter, but that
means that some 34% don’t! If you would
like to receive it (and it is full of interesting
snippets of information, forthcoming events
etc) please let John Winterburn have your
details.
We promise not to bombard members with
numerous mailings – but we like to keep in
touch. A request to John, at any time, can
remove your details from the newsletter
mailing list if you so desire.
Don’t delay send your name and email
address to jbw1@jbwinterburn.co.uk. Or
contact us via our website:

www.cba-wessex.org.uk

Coate Water
Grade II listed status has been awarded to
a concrete diving platform at Coate Water,
Swindon. The 10m (33ft) platform was
designed in the Art Deco style by the architect
J.B.L. Thompson, and officially opened in June
1935. It is said to be one of only four concrete
diving platforms surviving from the inter-war
period. It has not been used, officially, since
at least 1958. And the industrial archaeology
connection? Apart from the concrete
structure, it stands in the former Coate
Reservoir which was built to supply water
to the Wilts & Berks Canal. Upon the canal’s
demise, Swindon Corporation purchased the
reservoir and opened it as a park in 1935. The
Coate Water Country Park remains a popular
attraction on the southern edge of the town.
22

The diving platform at Coate Water.
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Maritime Archaeology News
Stephen Fisher

Alexander McKee

The rest of the wreck, which will be left on the
sea-bed at the entrance to Poole Harbour, was
covered with sandbags, hopefully preserving
it through the winter ravages for further
maritime work by students and organised dive
groups.

A bronze bust of the late Alexander McKee has
been unveiled at the new Mary Rose Museum.
McKee, a military historian and amateur diver
who passed away in 1992, rediscovered the
Mary Rose in 1971, over a century after it had
last been seen. A short fundraising campaign
took place last autumn and by December had
raised £6,500. The bust was unveiled by his
widow and daughter on 2 April this year.

The Heritage Lottery Fund have awarded
£141,200 to the partnership set up by Poole
Museums and Bournemouth University. The
MAD about the Wreck Project has taken on
a wonderful new venture, taking maritime
archaeology to care homes for the elderly and
prisons.

CITiZAN
A new project by the Museum of London
Archaeology proposes to identify coastal
archaeology either exposed by, or at risk from,
coastal erosion. The Coastal and Intertidal
Zone Archaeological Network (CITiZAN) has
received initial HLF funding to develop the
project proposal, prior to the award of up
to £1.4m if they are successful. Although
interested in the entire coastline of England,
the project will have obvious influence along
the coast of Hampshire, Dorset and the Isle
of Wight. The project will also see centres
established in London, York and Portsmouth,
in association with the Council for British
Archaeology and the Nautical Archaeological
Society.

For more information, visit:
• http://microsites.bournemouth.ac.uk/
mad-about/

Boathouse Number 4
In October 2013, the Heritage Lottery
Fund awarded full funding of £3.8m to the
International Boatbuilding Training College.
The funding will see Boathouse Number 4 at
Portsmouth Historic Dockyard refurbished
and turned into an exhibition space and
boatbuilding training centre that will offer
heritage skills training, hands-on exhibits and
a range of family and community activities.

the International Boat Training College in
Portsmouth and is part funded by the New
Forest National Park Authority.

have been exposed by shifting sediment,
including whole prehistoric forest remains. In
the Solent between Hurst and Hayling Island,
a number of collections of timbers have
been washed ashore, and the remains of a
shipwreck and structures have appeared in
the intertidal zone.

Guests from Japan
Southampton and Portsmouth recently played
host to Dr Yoshifumi Ikeda of the University of
Ryukyus (Okinawa, Japan). Dr Ikeda is leading
an investigation into the sunken Mongol
Fleets that were destroyed during typhoons
off Kyushu in the 13th century, giving rise to
the name Kamikaze (Divine Wind). During his
stay he liaised with experts at the Mary Rose
museum and the Southampton University
Centre for Maritime Archaeology to learn
more about excavation and preservation
techniques.

Forgotten Wrecks of the
First World War
The Maritime Archaeology Trust has received
a £1.1m grant from the Heritage Lottery Fund
to investigate the numerous south coast
shipwrecks of the First World War.
Shipwrecks from the First World War, of which
there are over 1,000 in UK waters, vary from
battleships to merchant transports to aircraft.
The project will focus on some of the 700
ships that lie along the south coast, from river
estuaries out to the Channel.

The Weather
The weather has been much on everyone’s
mind recently, not least maritime
archaeologists’. The Maritime Archaeology
Trust has highlighted the risk that the extreme
weather poses to shipwrecks and sunken
landscapes around the coast. Dives this
summer will assess the extent of underwater
damage to a number of sites.

The Trust, working with volunteers and
community groups, will improve the
knowledge and understanding of these wrecks
through fieldwork, research and educational
tools and activities. An online portal and
exhibitions across southern England will make
the project’s work available to everyone.

On the other hand, the weather has exposed
a number of new features. Around Britain,
numerous hidden shipwrecks and structures

For more information, visit:
• www.maritimearchaeologytrust.org

The boathouse is a 1930s structure that
was originally meant to be much larger, but
construction was halted at the outbreak of the
Second World War. It was used to build the
famed X-Craft midget submarines and remains
little changed to this day.

Swash Channel Wreck
The rudder of the Swash Channel wreck was
lifted from the wreck site in Poole Harbour
in August 2013. A very rare acquisition, it
weighs 3.5 tonnes, 8.5 metres long and has a
beautifully carved male face at the top of the
post. It will undergo two years of desalination
at York and is destined to be displayed with
many other recovered artefacts from the early
17th century armed merchant ship. These
will include cannons, leather shoes, wooden
barrels, wooden carvings and a canister of
cannon shot, all to be housed in a new facility
at Poole Museum.

Shipwright School
This year work has started on a replica
timber framed shipwrights workshop at
Buckler’s Hard, on the River Beaulieu in the
New Forest. Once complete, the building
will be used to teach traditional shipwright
skills in a community training programme.
The project will be run in partnership with
24

Work begins on the new Shipwright School at Buckler’s Hard.
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National Park News
The South Downs

year with talks, events, field survey and oral
history recording carrying on at a pace. The
new permanent Second World War exhibition
at the New Forest Centre has been completed
and well received by visitors to the Centre.
The volunteer field survey team continue
to visit many of the Second World War sites
The volunteer oral history team have now
recorded 116 contributors, running to over
60 hours of interview. All of these are being
transcribed and edited prior to uploading
highlights or ‘quick clips’ to the Interactive
Portal; the online archive.

This spring the South Downs National Park
Authority is moving into its own building
in Midhurst – part of the former Grammar
School buildings in the town. There will be a
small exhibition area in the public parts of the
building.
Meanwhile, between 10 and 15 March, a
survey aircraft captured Lidar data of the
western area of the national park. The Lidar
is being captured for a HLF funded project;
the ‘In the High Woods’ project will map the
30,000 ha of woodland between the A3 and
the River Arun and provide, for the first time,
a detailed examination of the archaeology
hidden beneath the trees. The New Forest
Heritage Mapping project has already
demonstrated the potential for Lidar to
identify new features prior to fieldwork.

The online archive is not only a deposit point
of the information so far gathered; once
registered on the site users can upload their
own information about the Forest during
the Second World War, as well as contribute
information on already posted material via
comments boxes.

The project is led by the South Downs
National Park Authority, in partnership with
Chichester District Council and with the
support of West Sussex and Hampshire County
Councils. Recruitment is being completed now
and he project should be fully underway by
the spring.

For more information or to volunteer, visit:
• www.newforestww2.org

For more information or to volunteer, visit:
• www.southdowns.gov.uk

YAC News
Isle of Wight

around the First World War. YAC also ran
a training day based on the study of war
memorials on the 1st March.

Joy Verrinder

Here at the Isle of Wight Heritage Service
we have again been successful in bringing
archaeology into many schools via our
sessions based on Romans and Saxons and
also being invited into a local secondary
school for the third year running, to run taster
sessions for the school archaeology club. This
is usually followed up in the summer with
some fieldwork and trips. We have also been
running successful drop-in museum sessions
for adults called “touching the past” in which
people are invited to handle items from our
collections – very popular with a blind lady
who comes every time.

Southampton
Alex Pope

Southampton Young Archaeologists’ Club is
pleased to announce that we now have a new
home the University of Southampton. We
have already held several successful meetings
in the Archaeology Building, covering a range
of topics including the Iron Age, Bevois of
Hampton and prehistoric rock art. Many
thanks to all the staff at the University
who facilitated this move and to the Young
Archaeologists, who made it a seamless
transition.

Our YAC group is currently having a Mesolithic
year. Each month we have been focusing on
activities based on a different site. In October
we visited the Southampton Oceanographic
Centre as part of our study of the underwater
site of Bouldnor Cliff (a site where our
members actually discovered the oldest string
from Britain during some wet-sieving a few
years ago!). The team from the Maritime
Archaeology Trust had organised a fantastic
variety of Mesolithic experiences for us, which
were much enjoyed by all.

The Iron Age meeting was the first at
the University. The Young Archaeologists
examined the Iron Age economy and
agricultural practices. After handling an
original Iron Age coin, they were encouraged
to make one, incorporating a design of
their choice. They also used a quern-stone,
and studied the process of turning grain
into flour. For the Christmas meeting, the
Young Archaeologists explored the legend
surrounding Bevois of Hampton, and how it
has impacted on Southampton, in particular
through street names. They took part in a
Mummers’ play and there were some fantastic
performances.

Last month saw a visit from Bill Timmins, an
archaeologist who worked on the Severn
Valley footprints. Using some footprinting
activities from the new Mesolithic pack
introduced by YAC at the last leaders’
conference (produced in partnership with York
University), we are still a little dubious about
sexing the footprints after studying the prints
of our members!

The New Forest

Lawrence Shaw and Gareth Owen
The two archaeological projects running out
of the New Forest National Park have seen
some great success this year. The ten year HLS
Heritage Mapping Project is coming to the end
of its fourth year, and has led to the discovery
of a number of new sites and the restoration
of monuments found during fieldwork. In total
the project has seen 36 volunteers undertake
175 days of office based work and field survey.

There has also been a change in the
leadership, with Tom Thear standing down
as our main YAC Leader. Tom has contributed
much to our Branch in the last year as leader
of our branch, and has helped ensure a
smooth relocation to the University. We owe
him many thanks for all his efforts over the
years. Dr Alex Walker is now the Leader of the
Branch; she has been involved with the Branch
since 2005, and we are looking forward to a
successful year with Alex at the helm.

This month we looked at evidence from Star
Carr, and 1001 things to do with a dead deer.
Practical antler and bone carving proved so
popular that we will continue it next month!

The New Forest Remembers - Untold Stories
of World War II project has had another busy

The New Forest Remembers Web Portal.
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Most educational training and grant
opportunities at the moment are based
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