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Finance report
John Winterburn

Financial position at:

January 31st, 2011

Sept. 30th, 2010

Community Account

£3,779

£1,420

Reserve Account

£6,666

£6,666

Total Assets

£10,445

£8,086

Significant expenditure so far this Financial Year
Spring newsletter

£1,700

Autumn newsletter

£1,270

I am pleased to report that for the first nine months of the financial year we are operating with a small surplus of
£306. This has been achieved by increased membership income from CBA Wessex-only members, an increase in the
subvention payments from the CBA, and a contribution from the recent field trip to the Isle of Wight.
The request for a donation from national CBA members of £5 per year, to cover the additional costs of providing
the newsletter, has been very disappointing with less than 2% of the membership making a donation. I wish to thank
those few members who did respond generously.
We face significant challenges in the future. The money we receive from CBA is under threat as their sources of
funds may be reduced. This money represents 75% of our membership income and if it is lost or reduced then we
could not continue to provide the services to our members that we do at present without replacing it with
additional funding streams.

Notice of the CBA Wessex Group Annual General Meeting, May 7, 2011
The Annual General Meeting will be held on Saturday, May 5, 2011, in the Salisbury Cathedral School, The Close,
Salisbury, at 2pm (please note the venue – see page 18)
Agenda
1. Apologies for absence
2. Minutes of the AGM held on May 15, 2010 (these will be available at the meeting)
3. Matters arising
4. Chair’s report
5. Secretary’s report
6. Treasurer’s report and accounts for 2009-10 (available at the meeting)
7. Election of Officers and Trustees
Election of newsletter Editor; the other officers have indicated their willingness to continue in office. Any other
nominations should be sent to the Hon. Secretary, to arrive by April 30.
8. Proposal to seek Charity Commission permission to move the date of the 2012 AGM
9. Any Other Business

Wessex: the New Antiquarians, edited by Rowan Whimster
The cover of this newsletter is also
the cover of the book that CBA will
be publishing in the Spring. The
volume celebrates the CBA Wessex
Group’s 50th anniversary, and is
founded on the very successful

conference held to mark the
occasion. Contributors include Barry
Cunliffe, Peter Fowler, Martin Biddle,
Phil Harding, Michael Parker Pearson,
Tim Darvill, Michael Fulford, Geoffrey
Wainwright and many others.
CBA Wessex News
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About 250 pages, with numerous
illustrations, and box features as well
as chapter-length period reviews.
Terrific value! See back cover.
Cover photo by A.Pasmore

Some Words from the Secretary
David A. Hinton
CBA Wessex Group matters
Soon after this newsletter appears,
Wessex: The New Antiquarians, the
celebration of the Wessex Group’s
50th anniversary, will be published;
details about ordering copies can
be found on another page, but
here I want to thank Rowan
Whimster, who has edited it for
us. He has worked very hard on it,
helping and cajoling contributors –
even, in my own case, taking on
much of the task of getting the
illustrations together.
Thanks also to Catrina Appleby,
Publications manager at CBA York,
who is organising the printing and
distribution.
The Open Meeting on the Isle of
Wight is noted elsewhere in this
newsletter, but I would like to
record my own thanks to those
who made it so successful and
enjoyable. Our next events are
advertised in the Meetings
Secretary’s report. The Festival of
British Archaeology will run from
16 to 31 July; we do not yet know
what is planned locally, though
many organisations will have to cut
back. We will have our Information
Point, or leaflets and sample
newsletters, at appropriate venues.
(National Heritage Days, organised
by English Heritage not CBA, will
be on Sept. 8-11.)
Various planning and other
documents have been dealt with by
Executive Committee members, as
their reports show. CBA Wessex
supported the English Heritage bid
to HLF for digitisation and
preservation of the Aerofilms
collection, so it was good to hear
that a grant had been made.
At its September meeting, the
Executive Committee decided to
write to all local authorities in our
area (excluding, of course, the
Channel Islands, which come under
different jurisdictions) to express
concern about the impact of
anticipated reductions in
expenditure on the heritage.
Effects would be greater than
might be realized, as the loss of

planning and museum services
would affect preservation,
education, agriculture and tourism.
Few replies were received, but at
least the effort was made to
ensure that our worries went on
record. Since then, announcements
have started to appear, and the
representatives’ reports give the
present state of play, though much
more will be known very soon.
At the February meeting, concern
about heritage protection were
discussed, and it was agreed to
contact all CBA Wessex Group
members whose email addresses
we had to ask them to respond to
the consultations then in process,
and to consider writing to their
MPs. The latter can be effective if
done by individual constituents, so
a letter was; by the time this News
appears, the consultation process
on the two worst concerns will
have ended. The National Planning
Policy Framework invited
organisations and individuals to
submit suggestions for producing ‘a
shorter, more decentralised and
less bureaucratic NPPF’. Mike
Heyworth has said that ‘there is
cause for concern’ about the
implementation of PPS 5 and urged
everyone to respond. The Localism
Bill threatens that local, often
developer-led interests would over
-ride national cultural protection;
safeguards against local authority
self-interest, vandalism and
ignorance need to be maintained.
An arbitrary announcement by
DEFRA that the Aggregates Levy
Sustainability Fund was to be
withdrawn is further bad news. In
our area, it will impact on maritime
archaeology, as well as on the
investigation of quarries.
The proposals to sell off the
forests were strenuously opposed,
but archaeological concern about
the threat to settlement and other
earthworks preserved within
woodland was rarely mentioned
(showing that archaeology cannot
muster the popular support that
trees can). The Prime Minister
withdrew the consultation process
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just before we contacted our
members.
Another better bit of news is that
the Ministry of Justice has listened
to arguments from English
Heritage about the reburial of
human remains, and will not be
insisting that ancient remains
cannot be retained for future
research.
National CBA matters
Financial concerns predominate:
the success in getting a big
community participation grant
from the HLF was very welcome,
but does not solve all the problems
of financing the work of the HQ
staff at York. Dan Hull, the Deputy
Director, left and this is
presumably holding back IT
developments. These are issues
which the Chair and Treasurer will
be exploring at the Groups’
meeting in March.

Events
Before the next Newsletter is
published, the Festival of British
Archaeology (July 16-31) will have
come and gone; details of events
locally are published by national
CBA, with the programme being
distributed with British Archaeology.
We expect to have our
Information Point at various
venues.
Also on the horizon are the
National Heritage Days, September
8-11. These are coordinated by
English Heritage, and their website
does not suggest that their massive
funding reduction (35%, some 200
posts to go, with the ‘Research’
side likely to bear a high
proportion) will lead to
cancellation. If some of the
medieval buildings in Southampton
are accessible on the Saturday, as
they were in 2010, I will lead a
tour round; if you think that you
might like to join this, on Sept. 10,
e-mail dah5@soton.ac.uk.

Berkshire report
Paula Levick
Despite cut-backs, not all the
county’s news is bad. West
Berkshire Museum, which has had
limited access since being subject
to an Enforcement Notice from
the Fire Service in May 2008, has
received round 1 Heritage Lottery
Fund grant acceptance of £84,500,
with matching funds from the
Council, and intends to submit a
round two funding application. The
museum, which is housed in the
historic Wharf building, parts of
which date back to the 1620’s, will
now be closed for at least four
years to allow for redevelopment
and compliance with fire
regulations.
A major discovery, reported in
both British Archaeology and in
Current Archaeology, was an intact
timber window found during
restoration work at St Andrews
Church, Boxford. It comprises a
frame complete with a hinged
inner wooden panel designed to let
in light and air. The window is late
Saxon, and only three others of its
type are known in the country,
with this possibly being the oldest.
West Berkshire Heritage Service
funding appears to be secure for
2011-12 and possibly 2012-13, but
beyond that there is a great deal of
uncertainty. Christina Duckett
(Conservation and Design Officer)
left the council in August and they
currently have a Conservation
Officer for only two days a week.
There has been a lot of local press
coverage of heritage issues
recently, mainly related to
developers wanting to demolish
historic buildings in Newbury, so it
is hoped that councillors have
taken note.
The West Berkshire Historic
Environment Action Plan is now

out for consultation and available
at http://www.westberks.gov.uk/
index.aspx?articleid=22062. Its aim
is to promote greater awareness of
the character and significance of
the historic environment and to
consider ways of ensuring its longterm conservation. The West
Berkshire Historic Environment
Record will be available online via
the Heritage Gateway at the end of
March.
The Living Landscapes Project was
unsuccessful in its first bid for a
landscape partnership grant
through the Heritage Lottery Fund,
but was encouraged to review the
application and re-apply. This is on
hold pending an options review.
Duncan Coe, principal
archaeologist for West Berkshire
Council, has issued a Heritage
Statement that has concluded that
the control tower should be
considered for listing, being one of
the best preserved of a type built
in the early 1950's. It is hoped this
will mean that the option of
demolition will be deemed
unacceptable. A planning
application has been refused at
GAMA (Greenham Alert and
Maintenance Area), one of the
most important Cold War heritage
sites in Britain, on the grounds of
its impact on the scheduled
monument.

A resource assessment of the
Kennet Valley gravels is nearing
completion. The project has been
undertaken by West Berkshire
Council Archaeology Service and
Museum of London Archaeology,
with funding provided by English
Heritage through the Aggregates
Levy Sustainability Fund (ALSF).
The seminar aims to present the
results and promote discussion on
the nature and significance of the
archaeological resource and how
current approaches to
archaeological exploration and
mitigation can be improved.
Unfortunately, it was announced
shortly before Christmas that
DEFRA has scrapped the ALSF
grant scheme.

Portable Antiquities Scheme
The Oxfordshire/West Berkshire
Finds Liaison Officer post looks
secure for at least one more year,
but discussions/negotiations will
take place later in the year to sort
out a more medium-term solution.
East Berkshire FLO David Williams
reports that the response from
metal-detectorists in East
Berkshire is slow, but he is
persevering and continuing to
attend meetings with local clubs.

A rare Iron Age metalworking site
has been discovered in Sindlesham
where a number of furnaces have
been identified. English Heritage
has been involved, providing advice
and information to Thames Valley
Archaeological Services who are
excavating the site (see the
Berkshire Archaeology Society’s
newsletter for more details).

Note to all society secretaries
An oversight by the new Secretary
led to only a single copy of the last
Newsletter being sent out to
subscribing societies, not two. One

society rightly asked for its second
copy, and we will be happy to send
out two to those who want them.
But it is wasteful to send two if only
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one is wanted, so please let the
Secretary know if you would like to
have two copies for your society.

Membership secretary’s report
Ann Ireland

The Group’s membership is always
hard to explain; some people
subscribe to CBA nationally, thus
receiving British Archaeology and
other benefits, and elect to be
members of one of the regional
groups. At the end of January, 491
individuals were members of both
CBA and CBA Wessex; a
proportion of their subscriptions is
passed on to our Group. Others
subscribe only to CBA Wessex,
getting the newsletter and being
able to come on visits etc.; there
were 80 of them. We have nine
overseas members, 43 institutions
that subscribe to CBA and to the

Group, and 26 who subscribe just
to the Group. All these figures
fluctuate, and May was a low point
this year. Happily, there has been a
rise in Wessex-only subscribers
since then, largely thanks to
Trevor Steptoe’s manning of our
Information Point during the
Festival of British Archaeology;
national membership has also risen,
as recruitment through Andante
Travel and Tescos has helped.
Neither figure is back to the level
of the same time last year,
however. `Wessex only`
subscriptions are due 1st February.
For anyone joining in November,

December or January, their initial
payment will cover them to the
second year. Please send your
cheque to the membership
secretary if you have not already
done so, or pay by direct credit to
Barclays Bank, Salisbury, Sort Code
20 75 01 for credit of CBA
Wessex Account number
90290300. Payment by bank
standing order helps enormously
with administration - if you would
like to pay by this method please
let me know and I will send you a
form for completion (we do not
offer payment by direct debit at
the moment). My contact details

This medieval Limoges enamel
was found by a metaldetectorist at Shalbourne, Isle of
Wight, and reported to Frank
Basford of the PAS.
It is ecclesiastical, from an altar,
a reliquary-shrine or other piece
of church metalwork. Enamels
were very popular in the second
half of the twelfth and thirteenth
centuries, but this is an
especially fine example.

Data Protection Act
Notice to CBA Wessex members that certain particulars of each member are stored on a CBA
Wessex computer database. The information is only available to CBA Wessex for the purpose
of updating you on regional information and as a means of communication. The membership
database will be held secure and your details will not be made available for other purposes.
If you so wish, you may request that your name and address be removed from the CBA
Wessex computer database, by applying in writing, to the Membership Secretary, whose details
are appended inside the front cover of this publication. Please include an email address if you
have one, if you feel that dissemination of information from the region could be distributed to
you in this way.
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The Channel Islands report
Philip de Jersey

We have been fortunate in escaping
most of the cuts which are currently
wreaking havoc in the UK. Indeed in
December 2010, Guernsey Museum
finally secured £250,000 for each of
the next four years from the States
of Guernsey, to improve and
enhance the museum storage
facilities. This was the culmination of
some two years of detailed planning
and report work led by the Museum
Director, Dr Jason Monaghan.
Archaeology will of course benefit
as part of this programme, with
much improved storage conditions
for our bulk finds and a rather
bigger, better-lit area for working.
Visiting archaeologists have been
particularly active in the Bailiwick
over the past few months. In June
Dr George Nash (University of
Bristol) led a small team on a
preliminary investigation of the
ruined gallery grave at Delancey
Park, featured in the last News; there
may be some surviving
archaeological deposits immediately
north of the structure, and Dr Nash
plans to return for a longer period
in June 2011 to excavate these.
In July, Professor Barry Cunliffe
(University of Oxford) resumed
work on a rubble cairn on the north
-west of Sark. Little material
evidence was recovered, although a
fine stone axe was found in postmedieval layers. Perhaps most
intriguing is the presence of several
hundreds, if not thousands, of large
beach stones in the cairn, which
must have been carried up very
steep cliffs to the plateau of central
Sark, about 110m above sea level.
In August/September, Drs Duncan
Garrow (University of Liverpool)
and Fraser Sturt (University of
Southampton) returned for a third
season of work at the Neolithic/
Bronze Age settlement at L’Erée, on
the west coast of Guernsey. This
revealed substantial quantities of
finds and several early features
including hearths, postholes and
stakeholes. They plan to return next
year to continue work on this site.

Sam Wilson and Carol Rabet with pit for post-medieval barrel well in peat at Le Hocq.

In September, Professor Chris
Scarre (University of Durham)
returned to Herm for the final
season of work on his ‘Islands of the
dead?’ project, on the Neolithic
landscape hidden beneath the sandy
common on the north of the island.
In addition to the anticipated
prehistoric contexts, further
evidence has emerged for a
substantial Roman presence on the
west coast of the island. The local
volunteer group continued to
excavate the Bronze Age site west
of Guernsey’s airport, until work
halted in November, when the
water table rose to a level above the
archaeology. In recent weeks,
however, we have been fortunate to
have the rare opportunity to dig in
the heart of a parish churchyard, in
advance of the construction of a
small boiler house outside the west
door of St Martin’s Church. A space
of barely 2.5m2 revealed three in situ
burials and a large quantity of
redeposited human bone. As is usual
in our highly acidic soil, the bone is
in very poor condition, but
nevertheless it provides us with a
rare and welcome opportunity to
examine skeletal remains probably
from the 13th or 14th century. The
CBA Wessex News
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trench was also well-placed to shed
a little more light on the complex
architecture of the church.
Several members of the group also
took part in another brief
excavation at the Nunnery on
Alderney, believed to be a Roman
shore fort.
A rather more recent structure was
unearthed on L’Ancresse Common,
in the north of Jersey: a German
machine-gun post from the
Occupation period. We have now
handed over investigation of this to
Festung Guernsey, a local group of
WW II history enthusiasts.
The Alderney Wildlife Trust is
planning a major tree-planting
exercise in an area known as ‘Les
Rochers’. Early 19th-century reports
of ‘great stones’ here have led to
some rather over-excited comments
about a site ‘second only to Carnac’.
Most of the stone which litters the
site has weathered in situ, and the
chief archaeological interest is more
likely to be the extraordinary
number of German structures from
the Second World War.

Jersey
Mr Robert Waterhouse, BA (Hons)
Archaeology; HND Practical
Archaeology; MIfA, was appointed
Field Archaeologist to the Société
Jersiaise in June 2010. This post has
been funded, for an initial period of
five years, by a most generous
donation from a private source.
Most recently, Robert ran a small
archaeological consultancy in
Devon, specialising in standing
buildings, landscape and industrial
archaeology. In connection with the
latter interest, he is currently
engaged in archaeological survey of
the 19th-century silver mines in
Little Sark. He is also researching
16th-century bronze cannon
installed by the Crown in the
Channel Islands.
Assisted by SJAS members, Robert
has been engaged in an audit of the
current state of various
archaeological projects carried out
by or with the Société over the last
forty years. This is an ongoing task,
which is intended to result in a
prioritised list for publication of this
grey literature, with selected
material to be published in the
Société’s annual Bulletin.
In November 2010 two apparent
barrel wells were investigated on
the beach at Le Hocq, St Clement.
One barrel was planned and
photographed, with some minor
excavation of sand build-up on one
side. No datable finds were made,
but the barrel was identified as of
oak, probably post-medieval. The
second well was identified in the
prehistoric to early medieval peat
layer just west of the Le Hocq
Kempt Tower. It was cleaned and
half-sectioned, showing the barrel
to have been removed either by the
sea or deliberately by human hands
at the point of its exposure due to
coastal erosion. A sherd of possibly
late 18th-century pottery was found
in the lower fills, which marine
action had deposited there. No
dating evidence for the construction

was identified, though again a post
-medieval date seems likely.
Between December 2010 and
February 2011, Robert directed
an excavation in the front garden
of 16 New Street, St Helier, at
the behest of the National Trust
for Jersey, to search for evidence
of past layouts of the garden
fronting this mid-18th-century
town house. The excavations
revealed a colourful geometric
formal garden of the mid/late 19th
century, based on two plots, divided
by a path. In each plot, an octagonal
cobbled ring enclosed probably
grassed centres with ornamental
trees, with the exterior of each ring
laid with orange gravel, with four
triangular spandrels forming a
square outside each octagon. The
central path to the front door was
probably also cobbled. Most of the
evidence for an earlier garden
layout had been removed, but two
irregular pits suggest ornamental
tree planting. These pits were cut
into soil imported to raise the level
of the garden when the house was
built, probably in the 1740s/50s.
Predating it was a surprise
discovery: a substantial wall, about
1.3m thick, probably 17th-century,
running at right angles to the street.
It seems to belong to a building
shown on a 1691 map of St Helier.
Current interpretations include the
possibility that this was a water-

Alex Evans & Carol Rabet half-sectioning the postmedieval barrel well at Le Hocq.

powered mill alongside the Grand
Douet, one of St Helier's two
watercourses, which flows 30m to
the south.
In February-March 2011 Caroline
Atkins Consultants will oversee
work in the Town Church, St
Helier, which is in the process of a
major refit. The SJAS assisted in the
recording of internal elevations of
the chancel, north transept and
nave, as part of a larger recording
exercise which will encompass the
entire standing structure, inside and
out.
Like Guernsey, we are visited by
many archaeologists; the March
2010 issue of British Archaeology had
a feature by Matthew Pope on the
recent work at La Cotte de St
Brelade, a site with very rare
neanderthal remains.

Traces of a mid-C19 geometric formal garden with pebble rings, at 16 New Street, St Helier.
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Dorset and New Forest report
Trevor Steptoe

Since my report for the last issue, the
Festival of British Archaeology for
2010 has been and gone, mostly in
incredibly suitable weather. I took the
CBA Wessex Information Point to
Corfe Castle, where our leaflets
disappeared like hot cakes. Heritage
Week was also popular again this
year.
The Dorset Ridgeway Barrow Survey
has been completed by Wessex
Archaeology and Martin Papworth of
the National Trust reports that the
condition of some of the barrows has
improved somewhat since he carried
out a survey some years past.
Management by many of the
respective landowners has clearly
been put in place. Further barrows
have been identified.
East Dorset Antiquarian Society has
been busy with excavation at Worth
Matravers on Purbeck, directed by
Lilian Ladle, revealing considerable
shale-working industries of both the
Iron Age and Romano-British periods,
demonstrating hand-worked and pole
-lathe production.
In the New Forest, the LiDAR
transect running a corridor across
the Forest from northwest to
southeast has increased knowledge of
field systems and drainage patterns,
and improved the precision of a
number of site positions on the
database. Such was the success of the
LiDAR transect that the Forestry
Commission has been successful in
procuring some European funding, to
survey the whole of the National
Park, all 140,000 acres of it.
The New Forest History and
Archaeology Group were able to
centre their summer excavation on a
field system at Backley Holmes just
south of the A31, utilising the data
acquired from the LiDAR. A field
bank and ditch and a likely entranceway were located amongst a complex
phasing of earthwork creation,
backfilling and re-creation. The
Group are hoping to find out more
about another mysterious ‘mound
field’ this summer;: information from
the Hon. Sec. Tony Taylor
(tonytaylor@linfordhill.co.uk) or dig

secretary, Rosemary Cook
(bandrcook@waitrose.com).

guests, at the Ancient Technology
Centre, Cranborne, on 16th February
2011. This project is being recognised
as a blueprint for the documentation
of similar undertakings, nationwide.
The launch symposium of the
Bucknowle report finally made it at
the Victorian Gallery, Dorset County
Museum, in October last year. A
most distinguished panel of speakers
was assembled, many of them having
produced the specialist reports for
the publication. A memorable day,
marking the culmination of sixteen
seasons of extremely sociable
archaeology and a great relief to
Tony Light and all those who had
spent a similar amount of time
producing the report.
Hot off the press, TVAS Ltd have
identified some amazing archaeology
during the monitoring of an intended
extension to a gravel quarry, south of
Alderholt. OK, so it’s in Hampshire
on the western side of the Avon but
the identification of a Roman New
Forest Ware kiln has to be an earlier
clay relation to the much later
Verwood Pottery industries in East
Dorset, but only a mile or two away.

Other news items have included a
campaign to relieve the British
Museum of its somewhat disjointed
display of the Hinton St Mary mosaic
and have it returned for proper
display in the county.
Henry VIII’s Sandsfoot Castle at
Weymouth has been much improved
as an historic site, by a grant and
mainly voluntary labour.
The Swash Channel wreck, dated to
around 1630 and lying on the edge of
the dredged access seaway into Poole
Harbour, had a busy season
throughout last summer, and mapping
of the visible timbers on the seabed
was accomplished. Core samples
suggest that the timbers derive from
either the Netherlands or Germany.
The Bournemouth University/ English
Heritage funded project will be
putting in a final bid in March for HLF
finance to support the efforts of
Poole Museum and the university to
make the wreck more accessible to a
wide range of audiences. The best
website for the project is: http://
www.uri.edu/artsci/his/mua/
project_journals/swash/
Finally the 12th biennial Dorset
swash_3.shtml
Archaeological Awards are due for
presentation 8th July, to celebrate
Another item of satisfaction concerns
contributions to the understanding of
a beautifully illustrated new
Dorset’s archaeological past. There
publication, The Book of Poole Harbour,
are three categories, the Dorset
edited by Bernard Dyer and Timothy
Archaeological Award for the best
Darvill, published by The Dovecote
project, the Ian Horsey Memorial
Press in association with Poole
Award for a long-term contribution,
Harbour Heritage Project, and an
and the Young Archaeologist’s
absolute gem at £25.
Award. A very classy leaflet is abroad
in the county and nominations should
And whilst on the good news,
be sent by email to
Ciorstaidh Hayward Trevarthen, the
Dorset FLO for PAS, has returned to
work and is looking much fitter
following her illness. Welcome back.
Emma Rouse, who has spearheaded
the Landscape Characterisation of the
Cranborne Chase and West
Wiltshire Downs AONB, has
produced a superb package of
documents (see p.21 Wessex News
Spring 2010). Supported by a steering
group, the Historic Environment
Action Plans or HEAP will be officially
Trevor Steptoe
launched amid a throng of invited
CBA Wessex News
8

Hampshire and South Downs National Park report
David Allen and Ginny Pringle

Basing Reborn
Basing House has been looked after
by Hampshire County Council since
the 1970s and there have been a
number of dreams and schemes to
improve its appeal and interpretation.
The latest plan, unveiled in 2009,
aimed to revitalise the site by
providing new visitor facilities, an
education centre, revamped museum
and much more besides, and with the
help of the Heritage Lottery Fund,
Renaissance Hub funding and
contributions from the local
authorities, it was brought to a
successful conclusion.
The new work focused on ‘The
Grange’ – the Great Barn, Little Barn,
stables, cart shed, cow shed and
farmyard – all buildings of the 16thto 20th-century farm - minus the
farmhouse, which the county had sold
in order to raise capital. The task was
to restore and conserve, turning the
stables into an education and
community space, the Little Barn into
a visitor centre, and improving
surfaces and pathways from the
riverside entry to the site – across
the street and through Garrison Gate
– to reach the ruins of the Tudor
house. In the Lodge - home to the
old site museum - a new Museum was
to be created, with the aid of a
separate Lottery Grant co-ordinated
by the Friends of Basing House.
An Interpretation Plan identified
sixteen information points to lead the
visitor from the car park (on the far
side of a railway embankment) along a
river path, into the site (via a viewing
point that shows the outline of a
‘restored’ Basing House on the
skyline) through the visitor centre
and farm complex and on towards
the ‘Old House’. Among the features
described are the Great Barn, canal
bridge, Norman ringwork castle,
Tudor ruins, Period Garden and Civil
War earthworks. Several of these
have a ‘tactile’ element - a 3-D cast of
an appropriate object - adding to the
feeling of discovery for children and
the visually impaired. A guidebook

The magnificent interior of the Great Barn, Basing

was also prepared.
The interpretation concentrates on
the Tudor history of Basing, and the
great house and estate created by
William Paulet, and the Civil War
episode, when ‘Loyalty House’
withstood three years of battering
from Parliamentary forces before
being smashed. To illuminate these
there are leaflet and audio tours,
either in the company of ‘Roland
Broughton’ – a gentleman servant to
CBA Wessex News
9

the Marquess, or ‘Kate Haswell’ – a
Royalist messenger during the war.
There is also an audio/visual show in
the Great Barn, scene of bitter
fighting in November 1643, when it
fell into Parliament’s hands, before
being wrested back by the Basing
garrison.
Educational provision focuses on a
well-equipped schoolroom, and there
are other activities available, such as

Hampshire report
David Allen & Ginny Pringle

the ‘digging pits’ which are yet to be
tested. The cutbacks being
experienced everywhere are, of
course, also being felt at Basing and
the site will in future be managed in
conjunction with Milestones museum,
which is about two miles away. The
site closed for the winter at the end
of October, and will reopen on 1
March.
But before Basing closed, it opened;
on the August Bank Holiday
weekend, the Sealed Knot
demonstrated the essence of 17thcentury life on the march, under
canvas and around the campfire,
before re-enacting the sieges and fall
of Basing House. The buzz of
preparation in the lead up to this
can hardly have been less intense
than when Cromwell and his New
Model Army were sighted.
Fortunately, we all knew that the
consequences in 2010 would be not
quite as dire as those in 1645. The
Battle duly happened – and all those
strewn around the battlefield were
able to jump up at the end of the
day – and the Interpretative Trail,
Visitor Centre, Great Barn and
Lodge Museum duly opened, to the
relief of a few and the enjoyment of
many.

Battle of Basing
Now the real challenge is to keep
the numbers ticking along, as we
move through this age of austerity.
If you haven’t been to Basing, do
think about it. It’s one of the most
important sites of 16th- and 17thcentury England, and the fact that it
was so battered and bruised only
adds to its character. It’s also a
haven of green. Kingfishers darting
along the Loddon; red kite and
buzzard wheel overhead. The
Walled Garden provides order and
precision, while the ruined cellars
remind us of the upshot of war…
and all is explained – to a greater or
lesser extent – just as you wish.

St Mary Magdalen Uncovered

Battle of Basing

The University of Winchester
excavations at the Leper Hospital of
St Mary Magdalen in Winchester
made national news with convincing
evidence accumulating for the
earliest hospital in England. Until
now, the generally accepted view
has been that hospitals (outside
monastic institutions) were
introduced to this country after the
Norman Conquest in 1066, but
radiocarbon has put a date as early
as AD 960 – 1030 on burials
displaying the tell-tale signs of
leprosy affliction. Foundations of
buildings including possibly those of
a bell tower form a stratigraphic
relationship with the burials. Those
involved with the excavations felt
that rare but most pleasurable
‘eureka moment’ in archaeology and
are now looking forward to a
continuation of work planned at this
fascinating site in August.

Other Work in the County
The Winchester Archaeological
Research Group continued its work
at St Cross, finding a building that
may have been the brew-house, as
well as drains and other features
that help to elucidate the precinct
and its management.
Roman villas have received
attention; Warblington has been
reviewed by Jonathan Dicks, as part
of his University of Southampton
Ph.D. thesis work, and the
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University has had students training
at Itchen Abbas. Nick Stoodley is
assisting David Johnston in the task
of getting Sparsholt ready for
publication.
The county is well served by
universities; as well as those
mentioned above, Reading
continued its work at Silchester, and
Kingston on Thames at Damerham.
Southampton worked on the school
playing-field at Kingsclere, in
association with the Kingsclere
Heritage Association, involving the
primary school children as well as
students and adult volunteers.

Museums Service Shorn
In common with many Local
Authority services, Hampshire
County Museums is in the throes of
a 25% cut, with up to 50% of its
Collections Care staff being lost.
Alan Jacobs, Collections Manager
has headed off for Essex and this is a
real blow as he was making
considerable inroads into some of
the more intractable corners of the
archaeology archives. His legacy,
however, is a keen group of
volunteers who meet on Thursdays
to carry on the work. They gather
at Chilcomb House, Bar End, on the
south-eastern side of Winchester
and anyone wishing to join them
should get in touch with David Allen
musmda@hants.gov.uk. Other
changes are likely at Rockbourne
Roman Villa and Alton Museum,

Isle of Wight report
Delian Backhouse-Fry
Since the last News, the CBA
Wessex Group held its annual Open
Meeting on the island, which
everyone enjoyed. I am very grateful
to all those who helped Joy
Verrinder and me, with lectures, site
tours and a quiz.
During the late summer and autumn,
the IoWNHAS Archaeology team
completed a geophysical survey of
the Bronze Age barrows at
Calbourne. The Binnell Bay project
has ended, as the cliff yielding
archaeological material, confirmed
now as Beaker period by
radiocarbon dating to about 4600
Before Present, has finally eroded
away (for the Bouldnor Cliff work,
see the Maritime Report in this
newsletter).
Over the winter, rescue excavation

in Crocker Street, Newport, has
been carried out by IoWNHAS
under Dr David Tomalin. The site is
inside the medieval borough, on the
road north to Cowes, formerly St
James Street, best known for having
thirteen public-houses, serving the
troops garrisoned in Parkhurst
Forest. The site itself included an ale
-house called The Trooper. Bronze
Age houses were found nearby in
the 1990s, but here the earliest
remains were Saxo-Norman:
quantities of 11th-/12-th-century
cooking-pottery and stone walling.
Foundations of the houses shown on
Speed’s early 17th-century map
were located. David Tomalin is
working on the report.
IoWNHAS has begun a geophysical
survey of Combley Roman villa, at

commercialised Robin Hill. The site
was excavated in the 1970s, but
English Heritage now wants
information on later boundaries and
structures, to see what happened
there after the 3rd century.
Volunteers eat their sarnies in King
Henry VIII’s hunting lodge, and set
out the grid amongst (plaster)
elephants, giraffes, gipsy caravans
and a simulated Anglo-Saxon village.
The IoW County Council has
forbidden its employees to speak to
anyone about impending service
reductions; the consultation period
on the Library service is about to
end, after which decisions on that
will be announced, followed by
those about the Heritage Service.
The Council is considering sending
all the archives and reserve artefacts
for storage on the mainland – out of
sight, out of mind?
Metal-detectorists continue to find
important pieces of Anglo-Saxon
metalwork on the Isle of Wight.
This cast copper-alloy brooch,
which had lost its lower part
before its discovery, was reported
recently to Frank Basford of the
PAS. It is a type with the
unimaginative modern name
'small-long', mid 5th to mid 6th
century. There are a few others in
Wessex, and in Kent, but most are
from north of the Thames.

Friends of Ancient Monuments
Julian Richards
FOAM is an informal and occasional
gathering of people who enjoy
working in the open air, helping to
enhance the heritage by clearing
scrub, emptying moats and otherwise
improving the appearance and the
preservation of ancient monuments.
Two of our projects have been in
Wiltshire; at Old Sarum, and on
barrow groups at Stonehenge, where
the Lake Barrows have been largely
cleared but will continue to need an

annual maintenance visit. At Old
Sarum, the work is much more
publicly visible – the gap that we have
cleared can be seen clearly from the
train. Some local opposition to this
work has been countered by pointing
out that the scrub is recent,
dangerous and will eventually destroy
the earthworks if left unchecked.
In Hampshire, the moat at Odiham
has been cleared, and a maintenance
visit should keep it trim for the rest
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of the year. The steep slopes of
Basing House are another challenge;
local boy scouts enjoy scaling them,
and their energy can be put to good
effect.
Because of the seasons, work tends
to be in Spring and Autumn, so the
Summer lull will be about to happen
when this News appears, but do get in
touch with the Chair or me if you are
interested.

Wiltshire report
Roy Canham

Outstanding in the county this year
have been the English Heritage
excavations at Marden Henge, with
special interest focused on a
Neolithic house, undoubtedly one
of the best preserved in Britain
outside Orkney. This building has
been only partially excavated and its
full plan is uncertain, with what
were originally thought to be the
remains of walls perhaps in fact
seating. Evidence was also found of
a now demolished mound – said to
be the second largest in Wiltshire
after Silbury Hill. Interest in the
project was so great that WANHS
hired Devizes Town Hall for a
presentation by Jim Leary on 5
February. The 2010 excavation was
the culmination of a two-year multidisciplinary project; it is uncertain
whether further work will be
funded in 2011, though one
objective would be to excavate a
full section of the Hatfield barrow
ditch, now known from coring to
be 5m deep.
Excavation of the Roman site at
Truckle Hill near Castle Combe
have benefited from an HLF grant.
Wessex Archaeology have
continued this valuable community
programme which provides
exceptional opportunities for
volunteers to work on a site of
intriguing complexity. It is now
thought that the earliest building,
sealed beneath the Roman bath,
was a temple
The Friends of the Ridgeway are
developing a project called the
Great Stones Way, a walking route
between the present end of The
Ridgeway at Overton Hill near
Avebury, southwards along the old
Ridge Way shown on the OS maps,
through the Vale of Pewsey and up
onto Salisbury Plain. A route is
then to be agreed with the Ministry
of Defence around the edge of the
military ranges above the Avon
Valley to the Durrington Walls and
Woodhenge. An alternative route
may need to be adopted along the
Avon Valley. After Stonehenge the
route will cross Normanton Down
to Great Durnford, then above the

east bank of the Avon to end at
Old Sarum. At a later stage, a link
route will be adopted across
Cranford Chase to join the Wessex
Ridgeway at Win Green on the
Dorset border. Cost of the project
will be £105,000, with potential
economic benefits of £6m.
A new venture for the WANHS
Archaeological Field Group is a
project to investigate the Mesolithic
of the upper Kennet Valley. Stage
one is fieldwalking by Swallowhead
Springs near Silbury Hill, with an
intensive programme to run
through February.
The English Heritage 1:1000 scale
survey of sites in the Stonehenge
complex is nearing completion. This
work as originally conceived was to
provide data for the new visitor
centre and is proceeding on that
basis.
Much news from the Wiltshire
Heritage Museum at Devizes. A
new storage facility has been
completed, to accommodate 500
boxes of material, the backlog from
Wessex Archaeology. The need for
more substantial and shared storage
in Wiltshire has been intermittently
discussed for many decades and the
issue is again coming under review.
The Museum is considering
launching a bus service to link
Stonehenge and Avebury. At the
moment, it is extremely difficult to
travel between the two, and the
Museum hopes to be able to boost
tourism in the Vale of Pewsey and
the Avon Valley. The Community
Bus Service would be operated by
minibuses, and the route would
take in a range of archaeological
sites and monuments in the
Stonehenge and Avebury World
Heritage Site, including Silbury Hill,
West Kennet Long Barrow and
Woodhenge. The Museum has
launched an online survey to find
out what people think of the idea of
the service, and how they would
like to use it. http://
www.wiltshireheritage.org.uk/
news/?Action=8&id=106&home=1
As yet the project has not attracted
sufficient funds but will be run as a
demonstration for one or two days.

The Heritage Lottery Fund have
requested that the Museum’s bid
for support for new Bronze Age
galleries needs to be revised and
resubmitted. While this news is
disappointing, it does allow the
Museum to see what English
Heritage plan, following the
cancelling of £10m of Government
funding towards the £25m
Stonehenge Visitor Centre. At
present discussions are continuing
between English Heritage, Devizes
and the Salisbury and South
Wiltshire Museum on the loan of
objects and how the exhibitions
should relate. A major overhaul of
the Archive-Library is underway,
together with re-organising the
Reading Room to improve reader
and staff access. In addition, a team
of volunteers is about to embark on
a collections photograph scanning
project. Images will eventually be
available for readers in digital
format both in the Archive-Library
and on the website.
Salisbury Museum is also submitting
plans for gallery refurbishment to
the HLF. Its ‘Romans v. Saxons’
exhibition will be on display when
this News is published, until its big
exhibition on John Constable opens
in May.
As Archaeology sub-group leader
for the Imber conservation Group, I
have been consulted about a
proposal by Defence estates to
initiate a system called Super Unit
Management Plans (SUMP’s) on
Salisbury Plain. I have responded
with an expression of concern that
the SUMP’s are single-purpose
plans, dedicated to nature
conservation objectives only: my
core issue is set out below:
It has surely long been established that
Conservation Management on
Salisbury Plain includes conservation of
the archaeological resource, and
although there is reference in the
document to clearance of scrub from
archaeological features, it is evident
that archaeological objectives have not
been defined or mapped. I find this a
very substantial departure form the
concepts set down in the Integrated
Continued on page 13
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Maritime Archaeology

This report is based on the work
done by the Hampshire and Wight
Trust for Maritime Archaeology;
fuller information is in their Annual
Report, on-line (with much other
information) at
www.hwtma.org.uk. Work on the
Swash Channel wreck is reported
by Trevor Steptoe in his summary
on Dorset in this newsletter.
The most exciting work has been
the latest season on the Bouldnor
Cliff submerged Mesolithic forest,
where worked wood has been
recovered. This material dates
from 8000 years ago, and is rapidly

eroding away. One of last season’s
largest pieces has now been
radiocarbon-dated, and by 2000
years is the earliest piece of
worked wood in Britain. It was
split from a large oak tree, and is
likely to be from a log-boat or dugout canoe; the alternative is that it
was part of a very big monumental
structure.
Another log-boat from the area
has recently been dated by
dendrochronology by Nigel
Nayling at the University of
Lampeter, who reports that its
tree-rings point to a middle Anglo-

Saxon date, A. D. 668-704. The
boat is an old find, taken out of the
River Hamble in the 1880s and
until now thought to be Roman. It
is kept in Southampton City
Museums – which is particularly
appropriate as the dates are
exactly those when the port of
Hamwic was being established.
Craft like these probably had an
important role not only in fishing,
but in carrying loads of grain, pots
and the like down rivers and
around the harbours and coast,
perhaps venturing the crossing
from the Isle of Wight. The
Hamble boat is a little youngerthan
the much more recent discovery
found in Langstone Harbour, dated
by radiocarbon to A.D. 400-620.
That log-boat will soon be on
display in a new gallery in
Portsmouth City Museum.

Pictured above is worked wood
from Bouldnor Cliff, and, left, a
log-boat from the Hamble
Copyright HWTMA

Wiltshire report continued...
Land Management Plan, and if the
counter argument to this is simply that
SUMPs are nature- conservation
management plans I would regard such
a statement as indicative of the
conceptual problem.
It is deeply troubling to report that
Tom Craig, Heritage Services
manager for Wiltshire Council, has
been made redundant. It has been

known for sometime that the
authority in
tended to get rid of a substantial
number of management posts, but it
came as a huge shock that Tom,
who led the team that devised and
built the new Wiltshire History
Centre, would be a casualty of the
local authority cuts. His drive and
enthusiasm will be hugely missed by
all who worked with him.
CBA Wessex News
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In spite of the general economic
situation the County Archaeological
Service has been remarkably busy
dealing with development proposals.
Much of this has been located in
North Wiltshire and Swindon,
particularly on relation to large-scale
proposals around Swindon, but also
ongoing gravel extraction sites in the
Upper Thames Valley. The pace of
work continues in the rest of the

Stonehenge update
Francis Taylor

Francis Taylor

In the last edition of CBA Wessex
News my regular Stonehenge article
was headed ‘Back to square one’ as
the new government, as part of its
cost-cutting measures, had
withdrawn its £10 million
contribution to the funding for the
new Stonehenge Visitor Centre.
This looked distinctly like the kiss of
death for the £27.5 million project,
but English Heritage remained
optimistic that it could find

alternative sources of finance and
their staff must clearly have been
reading their tea leaves correctly as
in November the Heritage Lottery
Fund announced that they had
agreed to grant £10 million towards
the project. This does not
necessarily mean that the Visitor
Centre will be built by the 2012
deadline; there is after all the small
matter of finding the other £17.5
million, but it does mean that the
project is not totally dead yet.
On a totally different topic, English
Heritage has agreed to fund a
revised Research Framework for the
Stonehenge & Avebury World
Heritage Site. This decision is partly
driven by the fact that as these two
henges are nominated as a single
WHS, they are required by
UNESCO to have a single research
agenda which is currently not the
case. The objectives of this exercise
are:• To produce a resource
assessment of the current state of
knowledge on the historic
environment of Avebury.

•

To produce a review of recent
research on the historic
environment of Stonehenge.
• Building on both research
agendas for the WHS, to produce
one joint research agenda for the
entire WHS. It is anticipated that
this will contain both overarching
and site specific research objectives.
• To produce a single strategy for
the WHS based on prioritised
objectives taken from the research
agenda. Initially this should span a
five-year planning period.
To develop a method of monitoring
progress of the five-year strategy in
order that the strategy remains
current and in order that it can be
reshaped after the initial five-year
planning period.
The project will be led and managed
by Wessex Archaeology, overseen
by an Advisory Group and
monitored by English Heritage. I
have been invited to join this
Advisory Group to represent CBA
Wessex, to represent the views of
the public at large.

Young Archaeologists’ Club and education report
Joy Verrinder
The CBA’s problems maintaining the
YAC are reported by the Chair
elsewhere in this newsletter. Local
groups are going to have great
difficulty continuing to operate if
there is no, or substantially reduced,
central funding; children (or their
parents) cannot afford large
subscriptions. Not least of the
problems would be the costs of
insurance, if central cover is not
available.
To sound a happier note, on the Isle
of Wight we have been able to
increase our educational resources
with the help of a £2,000 grant from
the West Wight Landscape project, a
local community initiative funded by
the Heritage Lottery Fund. One of
our most popular activities with
primary schools is the ‘blanket

archaeology’, where would-be
archaeologists unearth artefacts from
layers of felt in a simulated 1m testpit. Until recently, the educational
emphasis has been on stressing
chronology, and the idea that the
deeper you go the older the layer;
the ‘target’ layer has been linked with
the period the children are studying
at the time, usually Roman or Saxon/
Viking.
It has been more difficult to meet
secondary school requests for
archaeological input, as many
students remember the ‘blanket’
from primary school, and although
we had different artefacts, and pushed
the lower levels back into prehistory,
we were not challenging them
enough. This grant has enabled us to
produce a powerpoint presentation
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for teachers to talk through with
their students before our visit, and a
teaching pack of typical Isle of Wight
pottery from Neolithic to Victorian
times. Then, for our visit, we take six
felt test-pits, for the students to work
through in small groups. As they
investigate the layers, they fill in a
context record sheet and try to date
the layers with the help of a ‘timeline’ booklet with photos of typical
finds. Each group has one layer with a
‘feature’ to investigate, sketch, and if
there is time to plan using a planning
grid. At the end of the session the
class comes together to share ideas
and discuss the activities going on in
the past. The teachers working with
us on developing this project were
particularly keen on using this as part
of the new emphasis on historical

Berkshire Archaeological Society report
Catherine Petts
Berkshire Historic Environment
Forum
In 2006 the Society became a
registered charity and was then able
to become successor organisation
to the Berkshire Archaeological
Trust. It is now responsible for the
Berkshire Historic Environment
Forum, which brings together all
those with an interest in all aspects
of the past in the county.
Membership includes local
government at all levels in the
county and extending to those
authorities in other counties that
since 1974 have included parts of
the historic county and other
national, academic and commercial
organisations, voluntary sector
societies and groups with an interest
in the historic environment in and
adjoining Berkshire. The Society
runs regular Forum meetings at
different locations around the
county.
The Library
After the BAS library space on the
London Road campus of Reading
University was declared unsafe the
Society decided to review its
holdings and focus it as a library
devoted to the archaeology of
Berkshire and immediately adjacent
counties. The selected volumes are
kept in strong plastic boxes kept by
individual members. The box size
makes it easy for boxes to be passed
between members, although our
librarian keeps close tabs on the
location of all boxes.
The Berkshire Archaeological
Journal is digitised
A group of members, led by Andrew
Hutt, has digitised the complete run
of the Berkshire Archaeological

Journal. All those up to 1980 can be
accessed for free at: http://
ads.ahds.ac.uk/catalogue/library/
berks_bas_2007/ . More recent
articles can be purchased on an
article basis from the CBA at:
http://archlib.britarch.net/cgi-bin/
open.cgi?
sessionid=1296397157&page=home/
index2.
Volume 78: Iron Age research
Until recently the journal was
published only as a multi-article
journal, monograph length reports
were not accepted. The Council of
the Society decided to change this
policy and publish monographs
within the usual volume run of the
journal. The first of these, volume
78, was published in June 2010; the
subject; a review and
reinterpretation of the archaeology
dating from the Iron Age in and
around Berkshire.
This project was sponsored by the
Society. The study has revealed that
the Iron Age in Berkshire was a
period of significant technical, social
and political development. The
project’s study area extended from
Abingdon in the north, to
Basingstoke in the south and from
Marlborough in the west to
Heathrow in the east. The project
team collected details of Iron Age
sites from the Historical
Environment Records for Berkshire
and the six surrounding counties.
They reviewed the data and
identified evidence of developments
in technology, ways of living,
ritualisation, society and political
power. Their work has been
reviewed by Professor Richard
Bradley, Professor Martin Bell and

News in brief

The Trowbridge Archaeological
Group reports that it is hoping to
A New Year Honour was awarded to set up a Parish Survey, starting with
Wingfield.
another Wessex archaeologist this
year – Professor Michael Fulford of
East Dorset Antiquarian Society
Reading University is congratulated
has lectures in St Catherine’s Church
on his C.B.E.
Hall, Wimborne: April 13, Martin
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Dr. Jennifer Foster of Reading
University.
The results of this work, as well as
the journal volume, are a series of
five lectures, which have been
presented to local history societies
across the study area, an exhibition
which is being offered to museums
and libraries.
Copies of this volume are available
from the Society priced £15 and
£2.50 postage and packaging. To
order a copy, contact Mrs C Petts,
71, The Causeway, Steventon,
Abingdon, Oxon, OX13 5SQ. If you
are interested in hearing the
lectures or hosting the exhibition
contact: Dr. A. Hutt at
bas@berksarch.co.uk.
Volume 79: Prehistoric Settlement
at Southlea Farm, Datchet
This will also be monograph volume.
It is a remarkable project,
undertaken by a voluntary group,
the Datchet Village Society,
investigating what has been revealed
as a complete and complex
prehistoric settlement site situated
on an area of raised dry land in the
Thames floodplain at Datchet and,
significantly, it reveals evidence for
possible continuity on part of the
site.
This volume will be published in
March. Copies of this volume are
available from the Society priced
£12 and £2.00 postage and
packaging. To order a copy contact
Mrs C Petts, 71, The Causeway,
Steventon, Abingdon, Oxon, OX13
5SQ.
Volume 80
This will be a standard issue and will
be published later this year.

Papworth on ‘Deconstructing the
Durotriges’; May 11, Rev. Steward
Timbrell on ‘Discovering Dorset’.
www.dorset-archaeology.org.uk for
further details.

News from Industrial Wessex
Peter Stanier

Recent activities in
Hampshire have included
the moving of the historic
Calshot Spit lightship from
its ‘mooring’ at the
entrance to
Southampton’s Ocean
Village Marina to a new
site. Lightship LV 78 was
built in 1914 at John I.
Thornycroft & Co.’s
Woolston shipyard,
Southampton, and
stationed by Trinity House
off Calshot Spit at the
entrance to Southampton
Water. The 140-tonne
vessel was
decommissioned in 1978
and ten years later was
placed at Ocean Village as
a static attraction on dry
land, apparently set in a
sea of concrete, although
this was not actually the
case. On 3rd November
2010, two very large
mobile cranes lifted the
vessel onto a 16-axled low
loader which then
transported it very
carefully 800 yards to a
new site where it will be
restored before becoming
an attraction at the
proposed maritime and
aviation museum
Aeronautica alongside the
Ocean Terminal. This new
museum is planned to
contain historic aircraft
and ships associated with
Southampton, and displays
will include a full-size
replica of the stern of
Olympic, sister ship of
Titanic which made her
first and last sailing from
the port on 10th April
1912. Also at
Southampton, the
steamship Shieldhall, which
has been running trips for
many years must be drydocked this year in order
to keep a valid passenger
certificate. The estimated

The elderly Calshot Spit lightship is lowered into place at its new, temporary, home
at 49 Berth, Eastern Docks Southampton
Photo: Nigel Smith

the twentieth-century
fixed blade galvanised
‘prairie type’ of wind
pump. A small museum
was made in the adjacent
well house which stands
over a deep shaft. The
beams supporting the
pump rods beneath the
floor have become
unstable and urgent work
is needed to solve this
problem. Find about Crux
Easton on the website:
www.hampshiremills.org.

cost is £80,000 and the
charity Solent Steam
Packet Limited has issued
an urgent appeal for funds,
‘Save Our Steamship!
Shieldhall is the largest
working steamship of her
type in northern Europe
and is part of the National
Historic Ships Core
Collection. Full details can
be found on the website:
www.ss-shieldhall.co.uk.
Far from the sea now.
One mile off the A343
between Andover and
Newbury, the 1892 Crux
Easton Wind Engine was
restored about 20 years
ago by members of the
Hampshire Mills Group
with funding from the
Heritage Lottery Fund and
Basingstoke and Deane
Borough Council. It has 48
canvas sails, their angle
adjustable to allow for
variations in wind
strength.
This water pumping
engine is a rare survival of
a transitional design
between the earlier
annular sailed windmills
(no example survives) and

Reading has been given
the spotlight by the
Berkshire Industrial
Archaeology Group
(BIAG) which has recently
produced an A3 folded
sheet entitled Industrial
Reading. With a very clear
map and 23 sites listed it
goes a long way to extend
the reputation of Reading
from beer, biscuits and
bulbs to such as
Thorneycroft engines,
gypsy caravans and Cock’s
Reading Sauce. The leaflet
was produced in
partnership with Reading
Borough Council for
Heritage Open Days 2010
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and is a good example of a
simple but effective way of
publicising the industrial
history of a local area.
Berkshire IA Group holds
a series of talks at 7.30pm
on the third Monday of
the month in the Garden
Hall of Watlington House,
Watlington Street,
Reading. The winter
programme of meetings
run until 16th May 2011
and non-members are
welcome to attend.
Further information on
this, and a facility to
download the industrial
leaflet can be found on the
group’s website:
www.biag.org.uk.
The Industrial
Archaeology section of
Wiltshire Archaeology &
Natural History Society
has published advance
notice for their
symposium to be held at
the Wharf in Devizes on
Saturday 5th November
2011, with speakers
covering canals, the Cold
War, mills and
railways. Further details
are available by email from
wanhs@wiltshireheritage.
org.uk, or by contacting
the Bookings Secretary,
Wiltshire Heritage
Museum, 41 Long Street,
Devizes, SN10 1NS.
These popular and wellattended biennial events
have been held for many
years now - I know at
least since 1991, as I was
one of the speakers then.
Industrial archaeological
news from Dorset,
particularly on the Isle of
Portland, will appear in
the next issue of the
News.

CBA Wessex open meeting on the Isle of Wight
Andy Manning
On the 5th of November
2010, a group of 22 set
out to the Isle of Wight
for the second CBA
Wessex weekend trip.
The weekend was based
at The East Dene Centre,
which for some years had
been the home of
Algernon Swinburne, the
Victorian Poet, before
being refurbished by John
Snowdon-Henry, MP and
Governor of the Isle of
Wight. The place certainly
added a touch of class and
with the wonderful
interior and grounds and
gardens formed a
comfortable base for the
weekends’ event. The
event kicked off, with a
wine reception, dinner
and an informative
introduction to the local
archaeology from the
County Archaeologist
Ruth Waller, who set the
scene for many of the
planned visits to come.
Saturday started with a
visit to Newport Roman
Villa, one of the strangest
Roman Villas I have ever
had the pleasure to visit.
The site which was
excavated in the 1920s is
hidden away within a
normal street, but

contains an amazingly well
preserved domestic bath
suite which is well worth a
visit. The party moved
then on a Brading Roman
Villa where members
were entertained by the
latest news from the
recent excavations by
members of the team and
a tour of the Villa. The day
ended with an excellent
talk by David Tomalin on
his Barrow excavations
and Ruth Waller’s Quiz
night, notable for the
central theme of
chocolate.
Sunday started with Joy
Verrinder’s guided tour of
Carisbrooke Castle, a
wonderful castle with a
rich history, resisting a
siege by the French in
1377 and the site of the
least successful attempt by
an English King to escape
captivity (Charles 1st in
1647-48) when he became
wedged in the window
bars of his bedroom.
Water is still drawn today
by the castle’s specially
trained team of donkeys.

Carisbrooke Castle, where King Charles I got stuck in a bedroom window
while trying to escape

homemade soup and cake
made by Joy and Delian.
The house is a remarkable
Jacobean building, built by
one of the physicians to
James I of England. The
present owners have been
painstakingly renovating
the house for many
years - a real labour
of love - and which is
packed with
fascinating
architecture features
reflecting the
changing tastes of the
past 400 years.

Lunch was hosted by the
Patterson family, owners
of Wolverton Manor, with
a lovely spread of

The weekend ended
with a great tour of
Newtown by Delian
Backhouse-Fry. This
busy port and main
town of the Island
was sacked by the
French in 1377 and

Wolverton Manor, built by one of the physicians to James I
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never recovered. Much of
this quiet town still retains
the original lanes and
streets of the former
town.
Many thanks are due to
Joy Verrinder, Delian
Backhouse-Fry, Ruth
Waller, David Tomalin,
the curators and many
others from the Islands
Heritage Service for the
hard work they put into
arranging this trip and
their warm welcome. It
was a difficult task to live
up to the successful 2007
trip to Guernsey but they
did so and they must be
congratulated for such a
wonderful and informative
weekend. Thanks also to
all those who came along
and made this a very
enjoyable event.

Upcoming events
Andy Manning
Please find below details of the
programme of events planned for
this year. Some of the events, at this
stage, are still been confirmed. I
would be very grateful if people who
are interested in taking part in these
particular events can contact me, so
I can get in touch when costs/details
are confirmed. I am also happy to
mention that all events are not just
open to CBA members, so friends
and family are very welcome.
Animal bones: A guide to
identification and treatment Tutor: Lorrain Higbee Saturday: 26th
March 2011 10am to 4.30pm at
Wessex Archaeology, Salisbury.
A common find on site but what
should you be looking for and how
should you treat this important
source of information? Wessex
Archaeology’s own animal bone
specialist will guide you through the
pitfalls of animal bone from
identification to recording. A chance
to gain practical skills.
Cost £20 (includes tea and coffee,
but not lunch) limited to 15 people.
Cranborne Chase, Tutor Martin
Green
TBC Summer 2011, 10am to 4.30pm
at Cranborne Chase, Dorset
A day devoted to the study of one
of the most important
archaeological landscapes in Britain.
There will be a guided tour of the
significant sites and a visit to the
museum.
Cost £15 Limited to 25 people
Tour of Stonehenge landscape/
circle with Julian Richards
Provisional Summer 2011 Details to be
confirmed
The Bluffers Guide to all you
need to know about Prehistoric
and Roman pottery, Tutor:
Lorraine Mepham Saturday 10th
September 2011: 10am to 4.30pm at
Wessex Archaeology, Salisbury
Always wondered how old that
piece of pot is? The ever popular
hands-on whirlwind trip by Lorraine
- Wessex Archaeology’s finds expert
- through the world of pottery has

been revamped this year to
concentrate on Pottery from the
Neolithic through to the Roman
period. The day is intended to give
people the practical skills to identify
what they find and ends with the
famous Wessex Archaeology Test of
the skills learnt.
Cost £20 (includes tea and coffee,
but not lunch) Limited to 15 people
Flint: A users guide to banging
the rocks together, Tutor: Phil
Harding
Saturday 19th November 2011: 10am
to 4.00pm at Wessex Archaeology,
Salisbury
A much requested chance to learn
about ancient cutting-edge
technology from the noted
Palaeolithic expert and Time Team
regular. How are flint tools made?
How did they change through time
and what can they tell us about their
makers and their world?
Short illustrated lectures on flint
technology and Phil will demonstrate
basic knapping skills. There will be
an opportunity to try out newly
acquired skills in identifying and
dating a wide range of flint tools.
Cost £20 (includes tea and coffee,
but not lunch) Limited to 15 people
Archaeological Recording on
Site: Tutor: Andy Manning
Saturday 3rd December 201110am to 4.00pm at the Offices of
Wessex Archaeology, Old Sarum Park,
Salisbury, SP4 6EB
Involved with fieldwork or just
interested in what archaeologists
really spent their time on site and
why. What is a context sheet and
what the hell do you put on it?
What should I photograph and how?
How do I draw a section and what
information do I need to add. This is
intended to be a basic grounding to
site recording, both written,
photographic and drawn with lots of
examples to try and stories of how
it can all go horribly wrong
Cost £20 (includes tea and coffee,
but not lunch). Strictly limited to 14
people
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CBA WESSEX Autumn Open –
One day conference ‘Religion
and Ritual in Wessex’ and site
visits
The Autumn Open Meeting of
CBA Wessex will be held on
Saturday and Sunday 5th and 6th
November 2011.
The one-day conference on the
Saturday contains an exciting range
of speakers on a wide range of
prehistoric and later topics.
Speakers and venue are being
confirmed but will include Josh
Pollard (prehistoric), Ron Hutton
(Druids) etc. A full programme,
costs and details of site visits will be
issued in the next newsletter. For
further details contact Meetings
Secretary, Andy Manning at
a.manning@wessexarch.co.uk
or 01722 343 406,
CBA WESSEX AGM - FREE!
Sat 7th May 2pm – 4.30pm at
the Salisbury Cathedral School,
Please note, for this year we have
moved the AGM from the Museum
to the Cathedral School, 1 The
Close, Salisbury, Wiltshire SP1 2EQ.
Follow signs to the High Street
entrance into the Cathedral Close.
Once in the Close, turn left at the
entrance booth and follow the road
(Bishop’s Walk) around into the
school, meeting is being held in the
upper room.
A series of short talks – including
details of a very exciting recent
discovery made in Durrington will
be preceded by the AGM. Spare
copies of the AGM agenda will be
made available at the meeting. Any
correspondence relating to the
AGM should be sent to The
Secretary, Professor David A.
Hinton, Archaeology, University of
Southampton, SO17 1BF
To book or express an interest or
to indicate possible topics you
would like to see in the future,
please contact Andy Manning at
Wessex Archaeology, Telephone
01722 343406 or email at
a.manning@wessexarch.co.uk

News from Salisbury and South Wiltshire Museum
Jane Ellis-Schön, Curator of Archaeology

The New Antiquarians are coming...
EXHIBITIONS:

two different cultures, and the burial
practices that reveal so much about
Romans V Saxons: which would their customs, religions and way of
you rather be? – until 02 May
life.
2011
There are lots of hands on activities
for young and old to enjoy together,
Romans V Saxons is a family friendly including replica objects to handle,
exhibition which features genuine
costumes to try on, things to make
Roman and Saxon artefacts displayed and take, games to play and puzzles
side by side for the first time. Visitors to solve. Families can also experience
will be able to explore and compare the past through smell and challenge
the lives of these fascinating people
themselves to make a mosaic, turn
who once lived, worked and played in grain into flour or do some weaving.
South Wiltshire many hundreds of
Jane Ellis-Schön, Collections Manager
years ago.
says: ‘Do not miss the opportunity to
Using Roman and Saxon artefacts as find out about what life and death
evidence, the exhibition compares
was like for Romans and Saxons in
the homes people lived in, the food
Britain. The exhibition is a great way
they ate, the clothes they wore and
to get to grips with the similarities
what people did in their leisure time. and differences of these two famous
It also explores the beliefs of these
settlers to our shores.’

Discovering Archaeology – until
25 April 2011
Following the story of the excavation,
by Wessex Archaeology, of a Bronze
Age burial at Norton Bavant, in 1987,
Discovering Archaeology looks into the
Continued on page 20
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News From Salisbury and South Wiltshire Museum
Jane Ellis-Schön, Curator of Archaeology
for all our audiences. The events are
intended to allow you to explore the
landscape and experience
archaeology in a different but
enjoyable way. Events confirmed so
far are: two Stonehenge Landscape
walks led by the National Trust
volunteers with a Stonehenge focused
FORTHCOMING EVENTS:
object handling session at the
Museum and an ‘in the footsteps of
Festival of British Archaeology
Pitt Rivers’ walk led by Adrian Green,
Day 2010 – 16 - 31 July
Museum Director.
Keep a lookout on the Museums
This year due to the Constable and
website as more events are
Salisbury exhibition the Museum will
confirmed. We will be putting
not be holding its annual one day
together a menu of events for the
event for the Festival of British
two week festival and we hope you
Archaeology. Instead we are planning come along and take part.
a whole series of events throughout
the two week festival 16 July – 31 July Salisbury Museum Archaeology

Lectures

Continued from previous page

the processes taken before, during
and after excavation. Using a variety
of objects and media, the exhibition
takes you step by step into the world
of archaeology and what happens
when something significant is found.

The regular season of archaeology
lectures at Salisbury and South
Wiltshire Museum are held on the
second Tuesday of the month, from
September to April. Lectures are £2
to Museum members and £3.50 for
non-members, payable on the door
unless otherwise stated. The lectures
start at 7.30pm and are held in the
Lecture Hall at Salisbury Museum.
For further information contact the
Museum:
Telephone: (01722) 332151
E-mail:
museum@salisburymuseum.org.uk
or visit the Museum’s website
www.salisburymuseum.org.uk

What is the Council for British Archaeology?

The Council for British
Archaeology was formed
in 1944 and is a national
organisation which works
to advance the study and
care of Britain’s historic
environment, and to
improve public awareness
of Britain’s past. It brings
together those for whom
archaeology is an interest,
an active past-time, or a
career.

It also supports local,
regional and national
archaeological societies
and works with other
bodies in environmental
conservation.

conservation and
information provision. It
also strengthens the profile
or archaeology in the
minds of decision makers
and gives a voice to
Britain’s past.

CBA Wessex is part of a
network or regional
groups which aim to
support the national body,
while providing a local
The CBA welcomes
forum for archaeological
It campaigns for your
everyone with a concern
discussion and
heritage, promotes
for our historic
participation. CBA Wessex
archaeology in education, environment. Your
covers the counties of
encourages participation in support provides the
Berkshire,
archaeological activities
resources to fulfil our aims Dorset, Hampshire, Isle of
and provides information. in the field of education,
Wight and Wiltshire

Please note, deadline for next CBA Wessex News is mid July.
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Wessex: the new Antiquarians
edited by Rowan Whimster.
CBA has set the cover price for our
book at £20, but CBA Wessex

members can take advantage of a
special advance order discount of
£17, provided that they let David
Hinton (dah5@soton.ac.uk) know
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by Easter, and can collect their copy
from him, or at the AGM on May 7.
We may have copies at £18 at the
Open Meeting on November 5.

