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Branch News
From the Chair

some 320 acres of “blank canvas” in the form
of Ash Farm, lying in the shadow of Hod Hill.
We have the opportunity to study a landscape
in a holistic way, allowing people to learn
to work with a variety of techniques, from
desk-based research to actual excavation, and
everything in between. This is a tremendous
opportunity and one which I hope will entice
many of you to participate in this exciting
venture. We have already run several courses,
as well as a small excavation, and we are
working on a programme of events for the
Autumn. The programme is being organised
and run by Julian Richards, with support from
a variety of lecturers drawn from various
disciplines. WAFA is very much supported by
members of the CBA Wessex committee who
are giving a huge amount of voluntary time to
make this happen.

Marjoleine Butler
After five and a half years as Chairman I
shall be stepping down at the Conference in
November. It’s been a very enjoyable time
but also a challenging one for us as a group.
As I’ve mentioned in previous newsletters,
as a committee we have spent a lot of time
on defining our vision for the future of CBA
Wessex, and this remains an ongoing process.
The CBA’s strapline “Archaeology for All” is
very much at the heart of this and CBA Wessex
is a very active organisation, offering a variety
of ways in which to get involved with the
archaeology in the region. Our members will
be familiar with the opportunity to take part
in our study days, our conferences, our trips
around the region, and our FOAM (Friends of
Ancient Monuments) events. In addition to
our two newsletters published annually, we
have improved our communication with you
by the introduction of the email newsletters
which are intended to ensure you are kept
up to date with the latest news and events
around the region.

On Saturday 26 July the official launch of
WAFA took place at Ash Farm, attended by
around 50 people. The Academy was opened
officially by WAFA’s Patron, Professor Sir
Barry Cunliffe, who was very excited by the
prospects WAFA offers to get involved in a
long-term landscape project. He outlined how
the opportunities for amateur archaeologists
of all ages to learn through active participation
have declined significantly over the last few
decades and he very much welcomed the
WAFA initiative at Ash Farm which “in time
could well become one of Britain’s best
studied landscapes”. WAFA has been given
the use of a barn at the farm as its HQ and
Teresa Hall, Mick Aston’s partner, unveiled a
photograph of Mick and dedicated the barn
to him, saying that Mick was a great believer
in archaeology for all and would have firmly
supported this project.

The one area that I personally felt was
lacking was the opportunity for people to
get involved in “hands-on” archaeology,
but until earlier this year this was more of
a dream than anything else. We have been
extremely fortunate in being able to establish
the Wessex Academy for Field Archaeology
(WAFA). Although this is set up as a separate
entity, CBA Wessex has very strong links with
WAFA, and members of CBA Wessex are
entitled to a discount when they participate
in a WAFA course. WAFA has been made
possible through the exceptional generosity of
Dr Alistair Somerville-Ford of the Institute of
Commercial Management, who is passionate
about history and archaeology, and who
has provided the funds to get the academy
established. We are also very grateful to Adam
and Ali Russell, who have provided us with

With WAFA we would also like to continue
the opportunity to get schools involved in
archaeology. Two years ago we ran the hugely
successful “What’s Under Your School” project
which offered nearly 50 schools in Dorset and
4

Wiltshire the opportunity to explore their
school and local surroundings, and gain an
understanding of the past. Again, WUYS was
made possible through Dr Somerville-Ford’s
substantial generosity. The project was run by
Julian Richards and Claire Ryley, and it won
the Ian Horsey Memorial Award at the Dorset
Archaeological Awards in 2013. Two children
from one of the primary schools that took
part won the Young Archaeologist Award at
the same event. We hope that WAFA will give
many more children the opportunity to get
involved with archaeology, especially through
the local branches of the Young Archaeologists
Club, with the support of CBA Wessex.

can still remain part of CBA Wessex at a cost
of only £10. You will then continue to receive
CBA Wessex news and emails and enjoy a
reduction on fees for all events.

I would not have been able to run CBA
Wessex without the support of the committee
members, both past and present. The
team works very hard to provide you with
everything we offer, and to support and
protect archaeology within the Wessex region.
I would like to thank them all for their hard
work and continued commitment. I would
also like to take this opportunity to remember
Ann Ireland, who was Membership Secretary
for a number of years, and who passed away
so unexpectedly in July. She was a great
supporter of CBA Wessex and she will be
much missed by everyone who knew her.

Val Moore

Meetings Secretary’s Report
Andy Manning

The CBA Wessex Conference and AGM will
take place on 1st November 2014. The venue
will be confirmed in the next few weeks, but
as the Larkhill venue proved to be a great
success last year, it is planned to use the same
hall again this year.

Hon. Treasurer’s Report

The accounts for CBA Wessex are made up
to the end of August and will be prepared
during the next month. They will certainly be
available at the AGM (and conference) on 1
November and I look forward to seeing many
of you there and presenting the figures to you
on that occasion.
I can say that, barring expensive unforeseen
circumstances, the income and expenditure
are broadly similar and thus CBA Wessex
continues to be in a healthy financial situation.
We have invested in some exhibition display
panels and boards and redesigned and printed
new leaflets – copies of which are enclose
with this newsletter.

I am sure CBA Wessex will continue to go from
strength to strength and I intend to remain
involved with the committee (if they’ll let
me). I hope you’ll support us through your
continued membership and your participation
in our events.

Annual General Meeting 2014
This year’s Annual General Meeting will take
will take place at 1.45pm on Saturday 1st
November 2014, at St Barbara’s Hall, Larkhill,
Wiltshire. All CBA Wessex members may
attend.

Membership Secretary’s Report
Maddy Andrews

I am sure that Ann Ireland, my predecessor
who recently passed away, would have been
pleased to see that membership of CBA
Wessex continues to thrive, currently at 374.
We are attracting an ever increasing number
of ‘Wessex only’ members, numbers now
stand at 128. After a recent conversation with
a current national member, I would like to
remind any members who are considering not
renewing their national membership that they

The agenda will be posted on the web-site and
circulated at the meeting.
Further details of the CBA Wessex Autumn
Conference, where the AGM will be hosted,
can be found on the back cover.

5

Around Wessex

National CBA News

A round up of CBA news in and around Wessex

Katy Whitaker

On Show

Ann Ireland

Consultations

Local finds - in particular Iron Age and
Roman material from Havant, Horndean and
Warblington - were on show at The Spring Arts
Centre recently. A drop-in session for Havant
residents brought forth local MP David Willetts
with the 16th century stone cannonball found
beneath his house floor.

This newsletter would be incomplete without
some reference to our former membership
secretary, Ann Ireland, who passed away
suddenly on 14th July 2014. Ann joined the
committee of CBA Wessex in 2008 and was
membership secretary until April 2012. She
was a stalwart supporter of archaeology
and continued as a member of CBA Wessex
after standing down from the committee:
many members will have spoken to her
at the most recent AGM and conference
at Larkhill. As meetings secretary of Avon
Valley Archaeological Society Ann organised
an excellent programme of talks during the
winter months and was representing the
society at the opening of the new galleries
at Salisbury Museum on 12th July a few days
before her untimely death. She will be much
missed by friends and family.

Following a flurry of consultation documents
on topics as varied as Archaeological Research
Frameworks and the state of local authority
heritage provision, things seem to have gone a
little quiet. The government’s decision on the
proposed “New Model” for English Heritage
– splitting the organisation into a charity to
manage historic properties for visitors, and an
agency to lead on heritage protection – is still
awaited.

A similar drop in session was run by the New
Forest National Park Authority and the New
Forest Centre in Lyndhurst on the August Bank
Holiday Weekend, giving a number of local
residents the opportunity to find out more
about the items they’ve come across in the
Forest.
At the Curtis Museum in Alton, a fine pointed
flint handaxe, discovered on the Spitalfields
allotments in the town by Ion Carolan many
years ago, recently went on display, alongside
a number of other examples.

support to community groups who have asked
for help to speak up for their local heritage.
You can read an overview of the project
online, but . But for a chat, you can always
contact Tegwen at the office on 01904 671
417.
For more information, visit:
• http://new.archaeologyuk.org/localheritage-engagement-network/

Home Front Legacy
On a more cheerful note, the Home Front
Legacy Project is gathering more partners,
so CBA is now seeking funding for a post to
co-ordinate this work. Are you a member
of a local group interested in researching
and recording First World War heritage in
your area? You’ll find plenty of advice and
help at the project website which includes
the resources and recording kit. If you have
a mobile device you can record on-site;
alternatively bring your work home and
upload the information from the comfort of
your favourite chair.

For more information, visit:
• www.homefrontlegacy.org.uk

Budget Cuts
Meanwhile, further budgetary threats to
local services around the country are being
announced. Most recent is the likelihood
that museums supported financially by
Torbay District will lose essential funding,
potentially putting important Palaeolithic
collections at risk. The CBA’s Local Historic
Environment Network (LHEN) project will
become increasingly important – and busy –
as the next budgetary rounds progress. Project
Officer Tegwen Roberts is already providing

For more information, visit:
• www.homefrontlegacy.org.uk

Finds day at The Spring, with David Willetts MP, Hannah Fluck, Senior Archaeologist HCC
and Katie Hinds FLO.

The Home Front Legacy project allows you to add sites directly to the project database online.
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Dorset News
Miles Russell

North Dorset lunula

2013, two more tessellated pavements having
been found.

An Early Bronze Age gold lunula, a decorated
crescent-shaped plate of hammered gold
which was originally worn as personal neck
adornment, has been discovered by a metal
detectorist from the Stour Valley Search and
Recovery Club in North Dorset. This is a rare
find for mainland Britain, only the thirteenth
recorded to date, although many more are
known from southern Ireland. The find was
displayed in County Hall, Dorchester in early
June thanks to the efforts of Dorset County
Council Historic Environment Team and Finds
Liaison Officer Ciorstaidh Hayward Trevarthen
of the Portable Antiquities Scheme (Dorset).
Dorset County Museum is interested in
acquiring the lunula and will shortly start
fundraising.

For more information, visit:
• www.dorset-archaeology.org.uk

Dorchester Roman Town House
The floors of the town house have been
cleaned and are now being repaired. House
lights and drainage is being installed with
a view to completing the works as soon as
possible.

The Durotriges Project
The first season of excavation and survey
work in the fields to the north of North West
Farm, Winterborne Kingston, by Bournemouth
University has revealed three Middle Bronze
Age enclosures and a ditched mausoleum
dating to the later 4th century. The burial
ground appears to relate to the small villa
investigated in 2013.

Druce Roman Villa
Excavation at Druce Roman villa by members
of the East Dorset Antiquarian Society under
the direction of Lilian Ladle has restarted
upon the three ranges of buildings recorded in

For more information, visit:
• https://twitter.com/Durotrigesdig

Continuing excavations at the Durotrigian cemetery.

Swash Channel Wreck

Harbour Commissioners, Poole Museum
Service, Jenkins Marine and Poole Maritime
Trust, led by Bournemouth University through
the ‘M.A.D. About the Wreck’ project to raise
awareness of Maritime Archaeology.

Artefacts recovered from the wreck of a 17th
century armed merchant ship which sank just
outside of Poole Harbour, are now on show
at Poole Museum in a brand new exhibition
after a period of lengthy conservation. This
free exhibition, showcasing the objects,
together with replicas, reconstructions and
additional material, is the culmination of a
wider project funded by the Heritage Lottery
Fund, together with English Heritage, Poole

For more information, visit:
• http://microsites.bournemouth.ac.uk/
mad-about/
• www.boroughofpoole.com/leisureand-culture/museums-and-local-history/
museum/

Wareham Saxon Town Walls
Seven information boards have been unveiled
along the 1.2km walk along Wareham’s 9th
century walls. The project was brought about
by a partnership of English Heritage, Wareham
and District Development Trust, the district
and county councils and Dorset Wildlife Trust.

Publications
The monograph ‘Given to the Ground: A Viking
Age Mass Grave on Ridgeway Hill, Dorset’,
which details the results of fieldwork on the
Weymouth Relief Road, has been published by
the Dorset Natural History and Archaeological
Society. Volume 135 of the DNHAS
Proceedings is on schedule for publication by
September 2014.

The North Dorset lunula.
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Channel Island News

Isle of Wight News

Philip de Jersey

The ‘Hampshire Thin Silver’ type of coin.

the excavation process. This has already
revealed some surprises. Although most of
the coins identified so far are Armorican, from
Brittany, among the first to be cleaned was
the beautiful silver unit shown above, which
is known as a ‘Hampshire Thin Silver’ type –
these were produced in the area of what is
now central Hampshire between about 50 and
40 BC.

In the last few weeks work has started in
earnest on the process of picking apart the
huge hoard of Celtic coins found on Jersey in
the summer of 2012.
The hoard forms the centrepiece of an exciting
exhibition at Jersey Museum, ‘Treasure:
uncovering Celts and Romans’, which will
run until the end of the year. Neil Mahrer,
conservator for Jersey Heritage, and his
assistants, will be ‘on show’ every day, working
in a specially constructed laboratory in the
exhibition space. Around them are some of
the finest Iron Age and Roman finds from
the Channel Islands, including the contents
of warrior burials from Guernsey, other coin
hoards from Jersey, and two massive timbers
from the Gallo-Roman ship known as ‘Asterix’,
excavated in St Peter Port harbour in Guernsey
in the 1980s. There are also finds from the
neighbouring French mainland: an Iron Age
chariot burial excavated recently at Orval, in
Manche, and four extraordinary stone statues
from Paule, Côtes-d’Armor.
Updates on the work on the hoard are being
posted online. So far, most of the cleaning that
has taken place has been on several hundred
loose coins which were detached during

Great Pan Farm

former walled gardens.

A recent approval for a supermarket at Great
Pan Farm in Newport has the potential to
lead to some quite significant archaeology in
an area considered to be the most important
Palaeolithic site on the Isle of Wight. The
heritage statement for the application
suggests that the development may remove
as much as 6m from the top of a hill and it is
likely that deposits forming both the second
and third gravel terraces of Palaeolithic date
will be affected. There will probably need to
be a detailed excavation of the site in advance
of any building.

For more information, visit:
• www.iowgardenstrust.org.uk

Walled Gardens
The Isle of Wight Gardens Trust has begun
a project to locate all of the island’s walled
gardens. Having received Heritage Lottery
Funding for the Walled Garden Project, the
Trust will set about recording the sites of
all extant examples of the gardens, as well
as using documentary sources, maps and
archaeology to identify and record the sites of

The grandest walled garden on the Isle is that of
Osborne House. © Copyright Simon Palmer

This shows that the hoard cannot have been
buried at the time of the Gallic War, but must
have been deposited at least several years
later – and with at least one British coin in
it. Given that there are an estimated 70,000
coins in total, the chances are high that there
will be more within the main body of the
hoard. In the meantime, the early stages of
cleaning have also revealed some rare and
unusual Armorican types. On the right is a
base silver stater attributed to the Veneti, a
type previously unrecorded from Jersey. No
doubt there will be many more surprises to
come!
For more information, visit:
• www.jerseyheritage.org/		
treasure-island-blog
10

The base silver stater.
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Hampshire News
David Allen and Ginny Pringle

Finding a Wall

Magdalen Hill (in slightly more temperate
conditions than twelve months ago).
Whispers are also heard of work somewhere
in the Candovers, and around Cheriton, but
there are sensitivities regarding location. One
project which is loudly proclaimed and about
to take off (and may not produce any walls) is
the investigation of the Bronze Age barrows on
Petersfield Heath. George Anelay and Stuart
Needham are the co-directors of this National
Park and National Lottery assisted scheme.

In late spring a section of Winchester Roman
City wall was excavated by Pre Construct
Archaeology at 2-4 St Cross Road. They
also found evidence of two earlier earthen
ramparts, and as such the sequence was
precisely as Martin Biddle recorded it many
years ago on the other side of the road. There
were also traces of a projecting tower of
medieval date, built off the face of the Roman
wall, and possibly the medieval South Gate.
The Roman wall survived to a height of 4 or 5
courses in places, comprising rough-coursed
mortar-bonded flint nodules and a tile course,
and was built off the second rampart. It had
been partially robbed and pitted and its
survival during construction of the showroom
in 1925 was fortuitous.

In the same neck of the woods the Saxons in
the Meon Valley project goes from strength to
strength. With support and advice from a cast
of thousands, including Carenza Lewis once
of Time Team and now of Access Cambridge
Archaeology, this is becoming a very broadbased community venture. You can easily find
on line a trailer for an aerial archaeological
and ecclesiastical tour of the valley – filmed
by a UAV Octocopter – but beware the
portentous soundtrack!

Recording a Wall
To have an ‘artist-in-residence’ on a dig is
very much the done thing these days and
as the University of Southampton has taken
on the running of Basing House excavations,
the presence of Juliette Bijoux from the
Winchester School of Art (now part of the
University) has added this extra dimension.
On my last visit I was able to contribute to
an extended wall rubbing of some exposed
brickwork (it had a more sophisticated name
than rubbing, but I’ve forgotten it). Here
Gareth Beale, co-director - nearest camera, is
adding his imprint. The dig is in the area of
the New House and it is hoped that improved
interpretation of this part of the site will be
one of the outcomes.

Eagle Warehouse and into a former school
premises in St Marys. Meanwhile, Winchester
and the County (Arts as well as Museums) are
finalising their marriage plans. The Hampshire
Cultural Trust will probably be in existence
by 1st October. Initially, the archaeology
collections will remain as discrete entities, but
economies of scale and effort may follow in
the wake of the merger.

and photographs. It has been described by
Martin Biddle as ‘one of the last triumphs of
the age of the local volunteer…’ The report
of the eight seasons of excavation from 1965
onwards is now available at £25 (£20 to
Field Club members) see the HFC website for
details. The report on the equally ancient
work at Selborne Priory (Monograph 12)
should be published in October.

Arrivals and Departures

We were saddened to learn of the death of
Professor Colin Pillinger, enthusiastic recorder
of the diminutive Danebury meteorite, now
on show at Andover Museum, and the large
and baggy Lake House specimen on display at
Salisbury Museum. Papers on the Danebury
discovery have just been published in various
meteoritic journals.

The Sparsholt Roman Villa publication
(Monograph 11 in the Field Club series) duly
saw the light of day in May. Jonathan Dicks
brought the late David Johnston’s manuscript
to completion and the excavation of the
courtyard villa, with some adjacent Iron
Age occupation is well illustrated with plans

For more information, visit:
• www.warg.org.uk

Hitting a Wall
Earlier this year, at a time when developers
appeared to be flexing their purse strings
again and contract archaeology was on the
up, one of the Hampshire-based units ceased
trading. The County Museums Service,
Winchester and Southampton all had to take
in quantities of material (70 archives, for
example, for the County, although most of
them small) without any ‘dowry’. The ‘box
grant’ (£20 per 0.017 cu m) isn’t large, but
it can go a long way towards tidying up and
bedding down a typical archive. It may be that
some resources will be found to help do this,
but in the meantime it’s the Museums that
pick up the pieces.

Other excavations in progress include another
season for WARG at St Elizabeth’s Chapel,
Winchester College, and for the University of
Reading at Silchester Roman town where it
really is the last trowelling, after 18 seasons,
on Insula IX. Earlier in the year the University
of Winchester continued their work on

Staying with Museums, Southampton has
moved its archaeology collections out of
12

Art & Archaeology; recording the wall at Basing House.
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Wiltshire News
Daniel Miles

Salisbury Museum Wessex Gallery

Digging War Horse

On Saturday 12th July, over 2,000 visitors
of numerous nationalities descended on
Salisbury Museum to see the new Wessex
Gallery.

The new ‘Digging War Horse’ project was
officially launched on the 10th September at
Larkhill Primary School. The project has been
kindly funded by the Heritage Lottery Fund
through their ‘First World War: Then and
Now’ fund and is looking to identify the horse
hospital based at Fargo, close to Stonehenge,
during the First World War. Historical research
and good old fashioned fieldwalking and
digging will try to locate elements of the site.
There will also be a substantial educational
element to the project, particularly involving
local schools so that they can learn more
about the role of horses in the war in their
area.

The Gallery received £1.8m funding from the
Heritage Lottery Fund in 2012 (and another
£0.6m from other sources) and has been
under development since the old Stonehenge,
Pitt Rivers and Early Man galleries closed in
May 2013.
At the official opening, Professor Alice
Roberts offically opened the gallery to the
public. The gallery houses over 2,500 rare
artefacts that tell the story of early Britain,
up to and including the Norman Conquest.
Complementing the displays of these original
artefacts are some of the latest examples of
technology; interactive touch screen tables
house a range of activities to help explore
thew past further.

For more information, visit:
• http://diggingwarhorse.blogspot.co.uk/

The Wiltshire Archaeology Field Group
The group have been very active these last
few months undertaking a number of projects
around the county.

The museum was open to the public for
free on the day, and a whole range of other
activities were present to make it a fantastic
event. Numerous archaeological groups
had stalls in the front and back gardens;
demonstrations and activities were aplenty
and even the weather was kind to those who
attended.

This September, a week long excavation
was undertaken on a site in the Parish of
Bromham. A Wiltshire Field Group member,
Jan Dando, had researched the site as part
of her BA dissertation some years before.
Having undertaken a geophysical survey,

Rollestone and Fargo Camps during the First World War. Courtesy of Jim Fuller.
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various trenches were opened up on features,
including ditches and a potential trackway.
According to Phil Andrews, site director, the
preliminary results show that there are various
phases of occupation of this settlement site,
including late Bronze Age/ early Iron Age
transition and Roman. The finds are now being
processed and the post-excavation phase
started. This is being part funded by a CBA
Challenge Fund grant.

Barrow clump – Operation Nightingale

This is an exciting project that the team hope
will be continuing for a number of years –
watch this space for further updates!

This project has been a great success over the
last three years and will be sorely missed by all
those who have taken part and all those who
have visited on the open days.

This summer saw the last season of digging
at the Saxon/Prehistoric barrow complex at
Barrow Clump on Salisbury Plain. Another 13
Anglo-Saxon graves were excavated, bringing
the final total to 75! Two Early Bronze Age
cremation urns were also found, but probably
the most exciting finds were an Anglo-Saxon
crouched burial and an Anglo-Saxon sword.

Meanwhile, over three weekends in August
teams from the Wiltshire Archaeology Field
Group, North Wiltshire Young Archaeologists,
and local residents – led by Broad Town
Archaeology – excavated the front garden
of Bincknoll Cottage. The landowner
had discovered evidence of a wall during
groundwork and had promptly reported the
findings to the Wiltshire County Archaeologist.
Local archaeologist, Bob Clarke, is now
directing a community project on the site and
which has so far recorded the remains of a
medieval building of apparently substantial
stature and status. More work is planned for
early next year.

For more information, visit:
• www.wessexarch.co.uk/barrow-clump

Between the Monuments
This is a collaborative project between
Southampton University (Josh Pollard), the
University of Leicester (Mark Gillings) and staff
of the National Trust at Avebury (Ros Cleal and
Nick Snashall). The project aims to investigate
the character of human settlement in the
Avebury landscape during the 4th to mid-2nd
millennia BC, and its relationship to changing
environmental and social conditions, including
the demands of monument building.

A county wide project is looking to record
English Civil War archaeology in Wiltshire.
This includes undertaking battlefield site
surveys, recording the scars of war on
historical buildings, and reanalysing museum
collections associated with the war. The first
phases of the project have begun with the
photographic and measured drawing surveys
of the cannon ball and shot scars on St Johns
and St James Churches in Devizes and St
Marys in Marlborough. Recording these scars
is providing us with additional information
which may help to understand better specific
events of the war, for example the sieges of
Devizes and Marlborough. But they are also
important in their own right and have their
own heritage interest, and we hope that by
recording them and making people aware of
their significance, that they can be protected.

This year the project team returned to
excavate the West Kennet Avenue Occupation
Site. This potential Later Neolithic site - the
remains of a midden and various holes and
pits - was originally identified by Alexander
Keiller over 80 years ago. Results show that
the site was in use at the beginning of the
Later Neolithic, which may have been at the
same time that the very earliest parts of the
henge and stone circles were being built.
This project hopes to answer some
fundamental questions about Avebury,
for example - what can it tell us about the
lives of the people who built and used the
monuments at Avebury?
For more information, visit:
• http://ntarchaeostonehengeaveburywhs.
wordpress.com/between-the-monuments
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Featured Article
Julian Richards updates us on the creation and launch of the new
Wessex Academy for Field Archaeology
pit. Deeper than we thought, this produced
prehistoric pottery, a hint of the potential for
understanding the prehistoric environment
that Mike is keen to explore further.

After several sessions at Ash Farm during
which the rather dusty barn (complete with
mummified rats) was transformed into a light
and airy classroom with white walls and new
glazed doors, we finally opened our doors
on the 24th May. Our first day school was
‘How to study a landscape’ in which a panel
including Pete Cox, Mike Allen and Mark
Corney introduced sources of information that
are easily accessible, from existing records,
documents and aerial photographs, as well
as showing how to ‘read’ a landscape. This
was followed by a day school on ‘Snails and
Soils’ with Mike Allen, the second day being
spent auguring a transect across Ash Farm’s
main dry valley and digging our first test

‘Earthwork survey’ with Mark Corney was
obliged to postpone the practical survey work
until later in the year due to exceptionally high
vegetation but ‘Geophysical survey’ with the
team from Geoflow was able to go ahead over
a whole weekend. On the Saturday we carried
out magnetometer survey in a field described
as being the ‘worst that anyone would ever
try to survey’. On a slope, plough rutted and
littered with huge flints, perhaps the name ‘Stony Tip’ - might have acted as a warning.

Our additional practical day for this course was
spent carrying out both magnetometer and
resistivity survey on the site of the church at
the deserted medieval settlement of Lazerton,
immediately adjacent to Ash Farm. This
was preliminary investigation for WAFA’s first
training excavation and produced some clear
results from resistivity.

Excavations at the Lazerton Church site and a section of the uncovered wall.
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the church sat within a defined precinct and
to determine, without excavating any human
remains, the density of burials adjacent to
the building. Within our 20m x 2m trench
remarkably solid flint footings finally emerged
from beneath spreads of flint nodules and we
discovered that the interior of the church may
well have intact floor levels and surviving wall
plaster. The church does appear to sit within a
ditched precinct, not rectangular but oval, the
date of which we were not able to determine,
but perhaps the most unusual feature of the
site was the huge number of worked flints
that were found. Some (struck with metal
hammers) can be explained as the products
of squaring flints for walls but the majority
appear to be prehistoric in date. We wonder
whether we have another Knowlton (church
inside a henge) but we will have to wait until
next summer to find out.

From the 13th -20th August a small team of
volunteers and paying students undertook
an evaluation of Lazerton church, mentioned
in Domesday but no longer visible on the
ground and marked only by a low earthwork
platform. It was here that resistivity had
suggested an east-west building, its north
wall showing particularly clearly. Our research
aims were simple: to confirm the location
suggested by geophysics, to ascertain what, if
anything remained of the structure, to see if
17

The newly named ‘Mick’s Barn’.

On the 26th July, shortly after the excavation,
WAFA was officially opened by our patron
Sir Barry Cunliffe in the company of our
sponsor Alistair Somerville-Ford, the Russell
family of Ash Farm and representatives from
local museums and societies as well as both
National and local CBA. It was also with great
pleasure, tinged with sadness, that Teresa
Hall, Mick Aston’s partner, unveiled a picture
of Mick and formally named our classroom
‘Mick’s Barn’.

This is just the beginning of our project at Ash
Farm and its environs. The website will shortly
have details of courses, events and volunteer
opportunities for the autumn and winter. Day
schools run so far will be repeated if there is a
demand and we are happy to tailor teaching
to the needs of individual groups. We hope to
see you at Ash farm in the near future.
For more information, visit:
• www.wafa.org.uk
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lasted until the early 1970s, transhipping
clay at Norden to the Swanage Railway and
then to lorries. Pike Brothers’ tramway ran
to Ridge Wharf in 1840, and used steam
locomotives from 1866 to1956. Furzebrook
became the main processing centre when the
two rival firms merged in 1948 to become
Pike Brothers, Fayle & Co. Ltd, later ECC Ball
Clays and now Imerys who produce around
200,000 tons p.a. Ball clay is no longer mined
but now worked exclusively in open pits using
mechanical excavators, after first removing
overlying sands and poorer clays.

Industrial Archaeology News
Peter Stanier

Purbeck Mining Museum

building from the nearby Norden No.7
mine which was the last ball clay mine to
close in 1999 (I am pleased to report I went
underground here when the mine was still
working three years before). Donated by the
owners Imerys, the unusual structure was
dismantled in 2003, brought in pieces to the
museum site and gradually re-assembled
to show a typical ball clay drift mine. This
building is now the main museum centre
and permanent location for smaller exhibits.
Visitors can walk down the drift or inclined
shaft and through a tunnel with a working
clay face at the end. The atmosphere is fully
authentic, although it is actually at ground
level for safety reasons! Also on the site are
a 1920s foreman’s office, old stables, a saw
mill site, a flooded clay pit and an interesting
inclined tramway bridge across the Swanage
Railway which is seen by every passenger at
the Norden railway station.

Dorset’s popular Swanage Railway is often in
the news. Of special industrial archaeological
interest is the Purbeck Mineral and Mining
Museum which was officially opened on 6
June 2014 by Paul Atterbury, railway author
and BBC Antiques Roadshow ceramics expert.
An offshoot of the Swanage Railway Trust, the
museum is located near the Norden park-andride station almost in the shadow of Corfe
Castle. Travellers parking here are encouraged
to make time to see this worthwhile museum
– it’s very close to the car park and it’s free,
although donations are welcome.
Since 2003 a small team of volunteers
has spent 40,000 man-hours, helped by a
generous European Union grant, to present a
small open-air museum with artefacts telling
story of the local area’s ball-clay mining
industry and its three associated railways.
Pride of place is the shaft-head transhipment

Ball clay is only found in a few places in
the world. It is highly prized for ceramics,
sanitary ware, tiles, kiln furniture, high voltage
insulators, cosmetics, pharmaceuticals,
fertilisers, and many other applications. The
industry’s presence around Wareham is well
concealed and little-known by the general
public, yet thousands of tons can be seen
being loaded into ships opposite Poole’s Town
Quay every week. How many visitors realise
this, and do they really know that the famed
Blue Pool ‘beauty spot’ is a flooded clay pit?

The museum has also established a short
operational 2-ft narrow gauge line around the
site, including rolling stock and a diesel Ruston
locomotive. ‘Cloister’, a steam loco built in
1891 by Hunslet of Leeds for the Dinorwic
slate quarries in North Wales, is currently on
temporary loan from the Hampshire Narrow
Gauge Railway Trust.

For more information, look at:
• ‘Fayle’s Tramways: Clay mining in
Purbeck’, by Chris Legg, Twelveheads
Press. 168 pages, 225 illustrations,
ISBN 978 0 906294 796. Hardback £28.00.

What is ball clay? Derived from china clays
eroded further west, it was laid down in the
deltaic Bagshot Beds found beneath the
heaths near Wareham. This high grade plastic
clay is grey when dug, but a valued property
is that it fires white. It was called ‘pipe clay’
when dug in the mid-seventeenth century
for making clay smoking pipes. Later, more
pits opened, sending clay to the Minton and
Wedgwood potteries in Staffordshire. Clay was
shipped to Liverpool (thence to Staffordshire)
and other ports around Britain and northern
Europe. Benjamin Fayle and Pike Brothers
built tramways to small quays from which clay
was barged across to larger vessels at Poole.
Fayle’s 3-mile tramway from his clay pits to
Middlebere Quay opened in 1806 as Dorset’s
first railway; its course can still be followed
across Hartland Moor and two tunnels of
1807 and 1825 also survive. A second line
ran to Goathorn pier. A final Fayle tramway
20
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Maritime Archaeology News
Stephen Fisher

HMS Invincible

Maritime Archaeology Trust’s HLF funded
‘Forgotten Wrecks of the First World War’
project is now underway.

public exhibition space. Renovation work on
the building itself is due to begin this autumn,
with an eye to opening the exhibition next
year. In the meantime, the IBTC are based in
Boathouse No. 5, the old Mary Rose Museum.

Earlier this year, the Trust received a £1.1m
grant from the Heritage Lottery Fund to
investigate the numerous south coast
shipwrecks of the First World War. There are
more than 700 wrecks from the 1914-1918
period along the south coast (between the
Straits of Dover and the Isles of Scilly), that the
Trust will be investigating through historical
research and archaeology.

Mary Rose Cannon

This summer, Pascoe Archaeology Services
and the Nautical Archaeology Society have
continued their work on the wrecksite of HMS
Invincible.

On the subject of the Mary Rose, one of its
cannon has recently been chosen to feature
on a free internet resource from the British
Museum called Teaching History with 100
Objects.

The Horse Tail Sands, a large sandbank in the
Solent upon which the Invincible wrecked,
is slowly shifting southwards which has,
in recent years, exposed a large area of
previously buried wreck. A number of newly
exposed sections of the hull have been
recorded and some exposed artefacts have
been recovered. In fact the currents have
removed so much sand from the site recently,
that it’s now possible to swim under parts of
the hull itself.

The resource will feature objects from around
Britain that can teach children of all three Key
Stages about Britain’s History. Visitors to the
website will recognise the Sutton Hoo helmet
and the mace head from Bush Barrow near
Stonehenge. The next group of objects are
due to be added in October.
enabled nearly 40 new sites associated with
the invasion to be added to the local Historic
Environment Records.

The project is being funded by English
Heritage and aims to accurately survey
unrecorded elements of the ship while the
opportunity is still there to do so.

For more information, visit:
• www.maritimearchaeologytrust.org/
solent70

For more information, visit:
• https://www.facebook.com/		
InvincibleWreckSite/

The project has a very strong educational
theme and the Trust will be developing
numerous resources for schools and the wider
public to make these wrecks, their stories and
their crew more accessible, even to those who
can’t swim.
There is also ample opportunity for volunteers
to get involved in fieldwork, archive research,
creating resources and in educational sessions.
Just get in touch with the Trust to find out
more.

For more information, visit:
• http://teachinghistory100.org/

Forgotten Wrecks of the
First World War

For more information, visit:
• www.forgottenwrecks.org

On the subject of teaching history, the

Shipwright School
Earlier this year, work began on a replica
timber framed shipwrights workshop at
Buckler’s Hard, on the River Beaulieu in the
New Forest. The frame of the building is now
complete and could be weather tight before
the year is over. Once complete, the building
will be used to teach traditional shipwright
skills in a community training programme run
in partnership with the International Boat
Training College in Portsmouth. The Buckler’s
Hard school is part funded by the New Forest
National Park Authority.

Solent 70
Earlier this year, the Maritime Archaeology
Trust ran a small project funded by Hampshire
County Council through their Hampshire
Commemorates grant scheme and the New
Forest National Park Authority through the
New Forest Remembers: Untold Stories of
World War II project.
The project looked at the often forgotten
logistical effort behind the 1944 Invasion of
Normandy, in particular the role of the Solent
itself. Volunteers were able to survey extant
remains of the PLUTO pipeline on the shores
of the Solent, and conduct archive research
at local and national archives looking at the
role of Mulberry Harbour and the numerous
purpose built embarkation Hards on
Hampshire’s south coast. The archive work has

Boathouse Number 4
On the subject of the International Boat
Training College (IBTC) , their new premises
in Portsmouth Historic Dockyard, the
1930s Boathouse No. 4, will soon begin its
transformation into a training school and
22

Work continues on the new Shipwright School at Buckler’s Hard.
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Stonehenge News

FOAM News

Francis Taylor

Julian Richards

between the Long Tunnel and Short Tunnel
options that were considered some years
ago. Just converting the A303 into a dualcarriageway for a few miles will only move the
traffic problem further west, but I am not sure
whether the Winterbourne Stoke bypass is
back on the agenda again.

There is nothing new to say about the Visitor
Centre, but the A303 is rarely out of the news
these days.
Traffic jams on the A303, particularly
westbound past the stones, appear to have
increased since the closure of the A344. There
is now increasing pressure on the government
to “do something” about the A303 and the
worry is that they will opt for the cheapest
solution, rather than a solution that respects
the World Heritage Site. Last year Somerset
County Council were badgering the Chancellor
to turn the A303 into a dual carriageway on
the surface as it runs past Stonehenge and we
got the impression that George Osborne was
amenable to that suggestion. More recently
a group calling itself the Stonehenge Traffic
Action Group has submitted a 2,000 signature
petition to John Glen, the Salisbury MP, with a
similar proposal.

A few years ago a committee from CBA and
CBA Wessex met to set out the principles
against which any future proposal for the
Stonehenge Visitor Centre and the A303
should be judged. We now need to review and
possibly re-write those principles so that we
are in the best possible position to comment
on any future proposals for the A303 that may
be submitted.
Meanwhile, this year’s summer solstice
appears to have passed without a hitch. The
fact the sunrise fell on a Saturday morning
meant that several thousand more people
showed up than in previous years; English
Heritage estimate approximately 37,000
people visited over the course of the night.
Those who stayed until 4.52am were richly
rewarded. The first clear morning sunrise in a
number of years was quite something.

However, all is not lost as we now hear that
English Heritage is once again looking at
proposals to hide the A303 in a tunnel as it
passes Stonehenge. No further details are
available, but, off the record, we believe they
are looking at a tunnel that is somewhere

By volunteering to help with FOAM you
demonstrate your personal commitment to
helping preserve the tangible remains of the
past. This sends out a powerful message to
farmers and landowners who may have had
infrequent contact with archaeologists, and
those mainly of a bureaucratic nature. We can
show them that these sites matter and that
there are people who care about them, who
are willing to give their time and effort to help
preserve them. Turning an overgrown lump
in a field into a recognizable barrow mound
is something that can be done comparatively
easily and quickly – but to great effect.

It’s hard to believe that FOAM (Friends of
Ancient Monuments) has been an official
CBA Wessex supported group since 2007. It
started in 2006 when a group of volunteers
together with some from the RSPB cleared the
Normanton Barrows just south of Stonehenge
from the scrub and derelict fencing that
obscured them. It was something that had
needed doing for years - and we did it in a
weekend. Since then FOAM has worked at the
Lake Barrows, Odiham castle, Basing House
and Old Sarum but last winter it all went quiet
and we mustn’t let this happen again!
The idea is simple. Anyone can identify an
ancient monument that needs a friend, a
barrow or some lynchets that are becoming
engulfed in scrub or used as a dumping
ground. We can obviously only take on
tasks that involve clearance with hand tools
(loppers/bowsaws etc – we have the tools)
and we need various permissions. The
landowner is an obvious one, English Heritage
if the site is scheduled, and we also need
to check that there are no environmental
constraints to carrying out the proposed work.
These are all things that can be found out by
people who are local to the site. With all these
in place it’s just a question of setting a date,
contacting volunteers and getting on with it!
Simple really.

So – does anyone have any candidates in
their area? If so please contact me and we
will see what might be possible. We also
need an updated list of volunteers who might
be willing to spend a day or so outdoors
in the wonderful Wessex countryside over
this coming winter. It’s healthy outdoor
exercise, there are usually some great cakes
(to undo the good done by the healthy
outdoor exercise), a bonfire if we’re lucky and
we always drink a toast in Bucks Fizz to Ali
Borthwick, much-missed CBA Wessex stalwart.
Come and join us – the more the merrier!
For more information, contact:
• julian@archaemedia.co.uk

FOAM working party clearing the ramparts at Old Sarum.
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YAC News
Cally Langhurst

The branches have all been on their summer
breaks recently but before they took a rest
the branches managed to get out and about
for a few sessions. The Wiltshire branches all
met up in Devizes, while the Poole branch got
a chance to visit the Durotriges Big Dig. South
Wiltshire also got the chance to visit the WAFA
site as well. Thanks to Cat McHarg and Sarah
McNaughton for their contributions to this
article.

We started in true YAC spirit with some
archaeology themed ‘ice-breakers’ so that
YACs from each branch got a chance to get to
know each other. The best of these activities
was when, in groups of three (one YAC from
each branch), they had to use themselves
to form some of the features of a church –
human arches were definitely the most fun,
though the gargoyles were pretty impressive
too!

Divine Devizes

After these ‘introductions’ we set about our
proper tasks – what can we find out about
a church just by looking at it? Well we used
the excellent resource on the YAC website for
dating the windows. This taught us how to use
our fingers to recognise the main architectural
styles of church windows – we learnt that it
was a ‘thumbs up’ for the Normans and lots
of others too. Once we’d got the hang of our
‘digital dating’ (fingers, digits, get it?) we
split into groups and walked all around the
outside of the church, each group looking for
a different architectural style. Then when we
regrouped each group was able to feedback
their survey results and between us all we
worked out which were the oldest parts of the
church and the order in which other bits were
added to it over the centuries.

This summer the North, South and West
Wiltshire YACs decided that it’d be a great idea
to do a session all together. So what should
we do and where should it be – so that all
3 groups had roughly the same distance to
travel to get there? Well divine inspiration
struck thanks to North Wilts Leader Katy who
suggested St John’s church in Devizes – a
central location and packed full of history! We
all met up on a sunny Saturday in June to see
just what one church could teach us.

had been glorious all week until from the day
we visited. It did mean that we got to do a
little finds processing in Mick’s Barn until it
brightened up enough to allow us on to the
site where we got an introduction about the
site by Julian and then got to get hands on and
help excavate the chapel site – we found some
building material and a few pieces of pottery.
Despite the weather all the YAC’s enjoyed
their visit and want to say a big thank you to
WAFA for the visit.

the Rector with the wife who was 40 years
younger than him!).

Durotriges Big Dig
This summer members of Poole Museum YAC
joined the Bournemouth University Big Dig
as part of the Durotriges Project led by site
director and Time Team regular Miles Russell.
‘We were given a tour of this years site and
saw where the skeletons had been found and
then were set to work excavating a bronzeage ditch which crosses the site and we all
had great fun’ said leader Sarah McNaughton.
‘We found bronze-age pottery and several
different types of animal bones.’ The site is
nationally important as it shows continuity of
use through different periods.

Changes to YAC
There will be some significant changes to the
Young Archaeologists’ Club over the next year.
YAC UK will no longer have paying members
but instead a great many of the resources
that the membership used to give access to
will become available for free online making
archaeology more accessible to all.

A wet WAFA visit
In July a small group from South Wiltshire
YAC popped along and checked out the WAFA
dig at Lazerton Farm. Typically the weather

For more information, visit:
• www www.yac-uk.org/news/140724/
YACchanges

Next came the most important bit – squash
and biscuits! With our brains and bodies
suitably refreshed we began our second
task – graffiti. Not making it of course, but
looking for it. We all looked at some photos of
examples of the different types of graffiti you
can find in churches, then set about exploring
the inside of the church to see what we could
find. Our YACs did not let us down, they found
loads of examples
Finally we emerged back into the sunshine
for our final task, surveying the gravestones.
We limited ourselves to those closest to
the church but still made some amazing
discoveries about the people who’d lived and
died in Devizes. (My personal favourite was

Wiltshire YACs at St John’s church.
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South Wiltshire YACs at WAFA.
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