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What is CBA Wessex?
The Council for British Archaeology was
formed in 1944 and is a national organisation which works to advance the study and
care of Britain’s historic environment, and to
improve public awareness of Britain’s past. It
brings together those for whom archaeology
is an interest, an active past-time, or a career.
It campaigns for your heritage, promotes
archaeology in education, encourages participation in archaeological activities and provides information. It also supports local, regional and national archaeological societies
and works with other bodies in environmental conservation.
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The CBA welcomes everyone with a concern
for our historic environment. Your support
provides the resources to fulfil our aims in
the field of education, conservation and information provision. It also strengthens the
profile or archaeology in the minds of decision makers and gives a voice to
Britain’s past.
CBA Wessex is part of a network or regional
groups which aim to support the national
body, while providing a local forum for archaeological discussion and participation.
CBA Wessex covers the counties of Berkshire,

Branch matters

Finance report
The examined accounts for the
2010/2011 financial year were presented to the AGM, and can be seen
on the new web-site.
Summary of Financial Activity
I am pleased to report that the accounts show a small surplus of £796,
which compares favourably with the
£ 384 surplus for the previous year.

fees.
Income from the CBA subventions
has risen by over 11 per cent compared to a drop of 6 per cent for the
previous financial year. Overall our
membership income has increased by
over 20 per cent to £3987 and builds
on a rise of 5.2 per cent in the previous year.
Our reliance on CBA subventions for
our membership income has steadily
declined from 82 per cent of income
in 2008/2009 and now stands at 68
per cent.

sorts, and also because, we pay additional premiums for increased membership numbers. Insurance costs as a
percentage of our gross income have
risen steeply to 13 per cent compared to seven per cent increase in
the previous financial year.

Other Items
Discussions with the CBA indicated
that next year may see the end of the
subvention payment. CBA Wessex
will have to set its own membership
fee for national members, which
Income
could give us more sustainable fundThe income derived from CBA Wesing provided that we can maintain
sex members has increased by 46 per Expenditure
membership numbers.
cent and follows on from an increase Our administrative expenses have
The voluntary scheme, asking CBA
risen
by
nearly
40
per
cent
compared
of 56 per cent for the previous year.
national members for a £5 donation
to
the
previous
year,
mainly
due
to
This is due to the increase in Westowards the costs of printing newsincreased
insurance
and
expenses.
sex-only membership fees from Januletters, has been disappointing, raising
This
equates
to
approximately
£2.20
ary 2009 and the continued efforts of
only £90.
per
member
our Membership Secretary in ensurInsurance costs are rising because of
ing our members pay the correct
John Winterburn
general increases to policies of all

British Academy has decided to move
out of Europe, to support furtherflung schools in Africa, East Asia, etc.,
CBA Wessex held its AGM in May,
and this was followed by lectures by to internationalise their research. As
three speakers who generously gave Dr Kate Pretty, CBA President, said:
“We deeply regret the British
up their Saturday afternoons for us:
Andy Manning, Steve Webster (who Academy decision to cut funding to
the CBA, particularly as this decision
we are very pleased to welcome on
was not forced by reductions in its
to the Executive Committee to
represent maritime archaeology) and own grants from Government, but
was a strategic choice by the
Peter Stanier. We met in a different
Academy in spite of their praise for
part of the Close, in one of the
schools, an interesting opportunity to the continuing high standard of our
see a building not open to the public, work”.
but unfortunately attendance was
This decision clearly has a financial
little better than in previous years.
impact on both CBA nationally and
the regional CBA groups. We have
Network Group meeting 12 March
already seen redundancies in York,
2011
and there will be adjustments
The CBA Group Network meeting
th
required to the programme of work
was held on the 12 of March in
which the CBA had planned for the
Birmingham. John Winterburn and I
attended on behalf of CBA Wessex, coming years. Focus will be very
much on expanding the membership
and Francis Taylor was there in his
base and to make the CBA much
capacity as National Treasurer. The
more self-funding. Changes to the
most important topic was the CBA
grant funding situation; confirmation funding of regional groups will also
require adjustments, and proposals
has now been received that the
annual grant of some £300k from the are in the process of being worked
British Academy is being phased out out and presented to the
membership. The Trustees are
over the coming five years. The

Chairman’s report
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Marjoleine Butler
working hard on plans to boost the
membership, and on increasing public
engagement with archaeology and
stewardship of the archaeological
heritage.
The good news is that organisation of
the YAC appears to be safe financially
for another year, although here too
expansion of the membership is key
to maintaining this important part of
the CBA. YAC currently consists of
70 branches with some 600
volunteers throughout the country.
Continued on page three

Some Words from the Secretary
David A. Hinton
Webster has kindly agreed to
replace her on the Executive.

The report that I intended to
present to the AGM, but stupidly
left behind on my desk, can be
found on the new web-site,
www.cba-wessex.org.uk. What
follows is a synopsis.
The problems of the CBA
nationally have been publicized in
British Archaeology and by the Chair.
The CBA’s problems mirror those
of the heritage sector generally;
the Group wrote to all local
authorities in its area to urge that
the importance of the historical
environment should not be
underestimated, and many
members wrote to their MPs.
Their replies depended upon their
parties; a fairly standard Tory
letter would agree that the
heritage is important, but hard
times require hard decisions.
Nevertheless, they were
surprisingly positive in support for
Planning Policy Statement 5. The
only Labour letter I have seen said
that everything was awful, not just
archaeology, but agreed to keep an
eye on the amendments to the
Localism Bill, which threatens to
remove development control and
requirements for archaeological
investigation. I have not seen any
LibDem letters.

Wessex: the New Antiquarians,
edited by Rowan Whimster

Committee changes
I replaced Trevor Steptoe as
Honorary Secretary at the last
AGM, when Trevor was thanked
for his long and conscientious
service; Paula Tegerdine has taken
on editorship of the newsletter;
and Alison Hamer, now Cook,
stepped down as Maritime
Archaeology representative. Steve

Wessex conference on the 5th of
November are advancing, with
speakers confirmed. We have been
Change to the Group’s AGM date
fortunate in once again securing the
At the AGM on the 7th of May we
lecture theatre at the Ordnance
Survey which, since the move to their
asked the membership for approval
new building, is not generally available
to approach the Charities
Commission to ask for permission to for use, and we are grateful for their
continued support.
change the date of the AGM to
coincide with our Autumn Open
Meeting from 2012 onwards, and this Web-site
Francis Taylor has put in a lot of time
was agreed. It should mean a higher
for us in creating a new web-site.
attendance at the AGM, more time
for the Treasurer to put together the This is much more flexible and
accounts, and an opportunity to have attractive than the old one, and we
can use it to carry information about
field trips or weekends away at a
the Group, with links to our
nicer time of year, e.g. May.
subscribing societies, and to national
CBA. The address is www.cbaConference 5th of November 2011
Plans for the Religion and Ritual in
wessex.org.uk.
Chairman’s report continued…
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The New Antiquarians
It is good to report that the
volume that celebrates the Group’s
50th anniversary was published just
before the end of the financial year.
Our thanks go to Rowan
Whimster for his editing, and to all
those who helped with the book’s
production. An unfortunate
oversight (made by the publisher,
not the Wessex Group) led to the
omission of the Wessex
Archaeology logo from the cover,
and acknowledgement of the very
generous support received for the
conference from which the book
derived. A correction slip is being
inserted into each copy.
CBA Wessex Group News
The Executive Committee agreed
last year that the reports made to
it by the representatives of
counties and other archaeological
interests should appear in the
newsletter, and be the main
syntheses of activities and issues.
The AGM accepted this as general
policy.
David Hinton
Secretary

Young Archaeologists’ Club
The news about the overall
organisation of the YAC by CBA is
better than it might have been, as I
said above, but it is worrying that
several of the branches in our own
area are now being asked to pay full
commercial rates for the use of
premises that they have previously
enjoyed either freely or at a much
reduced cost. Subscriptions simply
cannot be asked from children or
their parents to support that sort of
expenditure, so the future of the
clubs is under threat.
Marjoleine Butler
Chairman

Autumn Open Meeting

Meetings Secretary’s report
Study days
Since the last issue of Wessex News
went to press, we have held one
Study Day, on animal bone
identification, which was well
attended. I am writing this a week
after another Study Day, held at
Martin Green’s farm on Cranborne
Chase, and that also was much
enjoyed by a ‘full house’. Phil
Harding’s flint-banging session in
November is already sold out, but I
am happy to take details of anyone
who wishes to be put on the
reserve list and with priority

booking for next year. There are
still a few spaces left for the everpopular prehistoric and Roman
pottery day with Lorraine Mepham,
Saturday 10th September 2010 and
my own Day on archaeological site
recording (Sat. December 5th), so if
you are interested in coming to
either of those, let me know.
AGM
We had three speakers at the AGM,
Steve Webster (recent maritime
work), Peter Stanier (industrial
archaeology on Portland), and

myself (the Durrington discoveries)
As Marjolein Butler writes above,
attendance at the AGMs has
dropped off, so we are hoping to
hold them during the Open
Meetings instead. If that happens, we
will arrange a field visit day in lieu.
Autumn Open Meeting
‘Religion and Ritual in Wessex’ will
be held at the Ordnance Survey in
Southampton on Nov. 5; see the
separate box for details.
Andy Manning
Meetings secretary

CBA Wessex Autumn Open Meeting
Nov. 5, 2011
In the new Ordnance Survey Building, Southampton, by kind permission of
the Ordnance Survey
Also sponsored by Wessex Archaeology

Religion and Ritual in Wessex
Speakers and provisional titles:
Ronald Hutton (University of Bristol)
The Druids
Josh Pollard (University of Southampton) The sacred chalk
John Gale (University of Bournemouth The Knowlton complex
Andrew Fitzpatrick (Wessex Archaeology)
Iron Age shrines
David Hinton (University of Southampton)
Saxon religions
Simon Roffey (University of Winchester) Medieval charity
Tickets: CBA members £25, non-members £30
Tea and coffee provided. Lunch: can be booked in advance for a small charge, or bring your own
Bookstall
Contact Andy Manning at Wessex Archaeology for tickets and further details

members paying their subscriptions,
and CBA Wessex receiving its proportion. A sign of the times is that we
Our membership continues to fluctu- have lost a dozen of our affiliates,
local societies and libraries that take
ate; at the start of 2010-11, we had
Wessex News. Individual membership
614 members, but ended the year
has held up over the year, but not
with 655. These numbers are never
made up the numbers lost in 2009quite what they seem, however, as
there is a time-lag between full CBA 10; here, the main problem is the
members who subscribe to the

Membership Secretary’s
report
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Group, but not to the CBA nationally.
Like all societies, we need more
members! We have lots of membership leaflets, so please ask a member
of the committee for some if you
have a good place for them.
Ann Ireland

Dorset and New Forest National Park
Trevor Steptoe
Archaeology facing setbacks
There has been a discernible hush
regarding archaeology in Dorset since
I last wrote. Job uncertainties have
persisted and job losses have continued to menace the profession. Other
setbacks have been felt by existing
projects where previously agreed
funding assistance has had to be suspended. Support by Natural England
for the reconstitution of the Wolfeton Riding House, Charminster, has
been withdrawn. A letter of support
for the project and disenchantment
over the Natural England decision
was to be lodged by the Dorset Archaeological Committee.

House. Follow-up implementation has
commenced.

Issues concerning damage to seabed
archaeology off the Dorset coast by
trawling and dredging operations have
been raised at DAC. The New Forest
NP, Rapid Coastal Zone Assessment
has been concluded and the EHfunded Marine Archaeologist post has
been terminated. The Maritime Outreach and Education Officer post will
continue until the autumn. Two
splendid interpretation boards have
been unveiled at Hurst Castle, installed by the NP and funded by the
HLF, which explain the historic reWork to complete Bill Putnam’s re- source of the Western Solent. I atport on Dewlish Roman villa is mak- tended the premier of a very good
ing considerable headway and a num- half-hour film, now released on DvD,
concerning five new underwater
ber of sources of expertise are colwreck sites in the Western Solent
laborating under the direction of
which the NP have assigned marker
Bournemouth University, drawing
buoys to, as a form of protection and
loose ends together.
to enable diving to be undertaken.
The Dorset PAS FLO has reported
The government minister responsible
that funding for the scheme for the
next four years has been confirmed at withdrew the attempt to sell off the
present levels, which amounts to a 15 New Forest, following enormous
per cent reduction overall. The pro- public pressure. The entire NP was
LiDAR-surveyed following European
duction of the bulky annual reports
funding obtained by the Forestry
will cease but the annual treasure
Commission and some areas outside
reports will continue, as they are a
requirement under the Treasure Act. the NP were also flown; the aircraft
The travel budget has been reduced was observed negotiating a survey
pattern over Ringwood Forest. The
which may affect outreach.
expert archaeological software interThe ranger team have been working preter has left the NP, however, and
what access to the results, or indeed
at Spetisbury Rings, High Angle Battery and Rawlesbury Camp, together to any new sites revealed by them,
with a number of smaller projects in remains to be seen. Frank Green, the
NP Archaeologist, has produced an
the west of the county, under the
Dorset C.C. Monument Management excellent vision of how the manageScheme, to improve the presentation. ment of the historic environment of
the Forest will be implemented under
Cranborne Castle in the east has
the Higher Level Stewardship
been dramatically improved with
some tree felling and scrub clearance. Scheme; he has placed a very useful
article in the New Forest History and
Archaeology Group’s Report (3,
The Cranborne Chase and West
Wiltshire Downs AONB/HEAP was March 2011).
launched at the Earth House, Ancient
Technology Centre, in February amid It seems likely that the surveyed area
much publicity and a throng of invited will have included the spectacular
guests, followed by a substantial, hot, new site being excavated by TVAS
Ltd, south of Alderholt, and just in
cooked lunch in the Viking Long
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Dorset Archaeology Award was won by a community dig at the Priest’s House Museum, Wimborne
Picture: Gordon Le Pard

Hampshire, where a possible seven
New Forest Ware kilns had been
identified with some very rare new
forms of vessel having been identified.
A gleeful Jane Timby was very much
in evidence amongst the sherds during my visit with AVAS. A very large,
aisled and post-built, rectangular
building had been identified in plan,
and there are five or six enclosure
banks and ditches. I have had no further news on the work from TVAS
other than the fact that they are able
to investigate the archaeology with
no immediate time constraints.
The Dorset Archaeological Awards
are made every two years, and on
July 8, 2011, a ceremony was held in
the tithe barn at Hinton St Mary, at
the invitation of Mr Anthony PittRivers. The portrait of the great general, ‘Father of British Archaeology’,
seemed to gaze down approvingly on
the nine entrants, and particularly on
the winners, Emma Ayling, Director
of the Priest’s House Museum, Wimborne, and the team who have helped
her in their Community Archaeology
Project. The ‘Ian Horsey Award’ for
long-term service to Dorset’s archaeology was presented to Susann
Palmer, who for very many years led
the Association for Portland Archaeology.

The Channel Islands report
Philip de Jersey

GUERNSEY
The early part of the year in the
Bailiwick of Guernsey was
dominated by work at St Tugual’s
Chapel, on the island of Herm,
about three miles east of Guernsey.
As part of a programme of
renovation on the medieval chapel, a
new soak-away and associated
drainage works were installed
beneath the garden immediately to
the south. Although not officially
recorded as a cemetery, and no
longer consecrated ground – the
chapel was used as a stable in the
nineteenth century – it seemed
reasonable to expect that there
might be burials in this area.
What we had not anticipated
was quite how many burials there
would turn out to be. In all, parts of
at least 37 in situ burials were
identified, in an excavated area of
some fifteen square metres. The
earliest graves had been cut down

into the natural gravel or fractured
gneiss bedrock. Some of the later
burials cut through the earlier
graves, while others seem to have
simply been placed immediately
above burials which were
encountered when the new grave
was dug. In some cases there were
thus three bodies piled on top of
one another, as can be seen on the
photograph below, with piles of
redeposited bones placed in other
parts of the grave, typically above
the legs or feet.
Work on cleaning the bones has
now been completed and local
osteo-archaeologist Jenny
Cataroche is about to begin
the lengthy process of
studying them in detail.
Initial observation suggests
that the assemblage is
dominated by juveniles,
perhaps not surprisingly, and
it also gives the lie to the

Burial site in Guernsey—initial estimates suggest the graves are late medieval or very early
post-medieval
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popular belief on Herm that the
garden was the resting-place of
massacred monks, since in this area
at least there is little or any sign of
traumatic injury on the skeletons.
Coffin nails were few and far
between and it seems likely that
most of the burials were in shrouds.
Selected bones will be
radiocarbon dated, but our initial
estimates on the basis of the
condition of the skeletal material in
comparison to other sites in the
Bailiwick suggest that the graves
probably date to the late medieval
period, or possibly very early postmedieval.

The Channel Islands report
Philip de Jersey

JERSEY
Robert Waterhouse (Field Archaeologist for the Société Jersiaise) is to
be congratulated for his recent election as a Fellow of the Society of Antiquaries. He has contributed the following report:
I have written two desk-based
assessments on sites in Jersey, one
centred on Mont Ubé dolmen and the
other on the Câtel de Rozel. We
have recorded several finds which
individuals have brought in, including a
very fine Neolithic polished flint axe
(unfortunately without provenance)
and a Middle Palaeolithic pebble chopper.
We have been working
through the finds from the 16 New
Street excavation, identifying mostly
eighteenth-century imported ceramics
from southern/central England and
western/southern France, with more
distant imports from Germany, Italy
and China. There are a few sherds of
earlier French pottery, notably sixteenth-/seventeenth-century French
Buff Ware and thirteenth-/fifteenth
century Normandy Gritty Ware, together with one stray Roman roof tile
and a fragment of black basalt polished stone axe, both in eighteenthcentury contexts and some distance
from known primary deposits of
these periods. This activity has

slowed due to summer outdoor
events, but will commence again in
the autumn. The site drawings have
been inked up and the report has
been commenced.
Our planned activities for the
Festival of British Archaeology involve
several guided walks and a research
excavation (see the Britarch website). The latter will look for evidence of the Manoir de la Brecquette
on the shores of St Ouen’s Bay. This
was allegedly washed away by the sea
in the fourteenth century, though
there is some doubt as to whether it
actually existed. We will be digging at
La Saline Slip from Saturday 9th to
Sunday 24th July, with several testpits planned.
We will also be assisting Caroline Atkins in excavations within the
Town Church, St Helier, during August. This will be a ground reduction
exercise to prepare the areas formerly occupied by pews for granite
slabs with underfloor heating beneath. Past experience suggests that
the Victorians exhumed all the previous burials which were not in vaults
when they installed a ‘hypocaust’ style
heating system in about 1840. Last
year’s dig in the south aisle found
several truncated grave cuts but no
actual occupants beyond a few hand
and foot bones which had been
missed.

Tributes to archaeologist David Johnston
We are sorry to report the death of
David Johnston (3 July), Roman
archaeologist, and for many years
Adult Education Tutor and Lecturer
for Archaeology at the University of
Southampton. His excavation of the
Roman villa at Sparsholt, Hamspshire,
was a training-ground for many local
people.
David Allen writes: Elsewhere in the
CBA Wessex Group area, David dug
a bell-barrow at Sutton Veny, Wiltshire, and published a well-received
book on the archaeology of the Channel Islands. He gave a great deal of

support to the Butser Ancient Farm,
where the ‘Roman building’ is based
on a Sparsholt prototype.
David was also a mosaicist and a flintknapper, putting the latter talent to
use when he rediscovered and then
restored the ‘flint horse’ on Stockbridge Down. It is sad that he did not
live to see the publication of the report on Sparsholt, but it is hoped that
it will be completed and published as
a Hampshire Field Club monograph, a
fitting epitaph to David’s archaeological work.
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NEWS IN BRIEF

Baby joy
The Group congratulates Alison
and Mark James, who until recently put the newsletter together for us, on the birth of a
son in May.

Tomb with a view
Wareham and District Archaeology and Local History
Society has its lectures at
Wareham Middle School, starting
at 7.30pm. The programme
starts on Sept 21with the Society’s secretary, Lilian Ladle, talking on the recent archaeological
work at Worth Matravers; Oct.
19, Tim Darvill: A tomb with a
view – Cotswold-Severn long
barrows; Nov. 16, Miles Russell:
The Durotrigian ‘big dig’ – finding
Roman and Iron Age Bere Regis;
Dec. 7, David Hilliam: Our English kings – the bad, the mad and
the really peculiar; Jan. 18, Anne
King: The Great Fire of Wareham; Feb. 22, John Patrick: Tales
from the tombstones – who was
who in Swanage; March 21, Mark
Corney: The definitive Hadrian’s
Wall; April 18, David Hinton:
The Staffordshire Anglo-Saxon
hoard and its relevance to Wes-

Hampshire and South Downs National Park
David Allen and Ginny Pringle

Archaeology in action
As we set out in the last newsletter,
the County Museum Service has had
staff cuts, and we are faced with reduced opening hours in Hampshire
generally; Rockbourne Roman Villa is
currently on a four-day week; and the
Westgate in Winchester and God’s
House Tower in Southampton are
also affected. If you are setting out
for a visit it’s probably wise to check
first. Volunteering is, however, the
name of the game and there are opportunities to be had at Alton and
Rockbourne and of course Winchester, where a dedicated team of sorters and sifters meet every Thursday.
Contact David Allen musmda@hants.gov.uk if you are interested.
would like to be involved, contact
Debbie Charlton by email, DebFor those who want to get their bie@archeobriton.co.uk.
knees dirty, Debbie Charlton is looking for volunteers to work on a site In the north-west of the county, the
between Winchester and Basingstoke Quarley Downs Ancient Environs
in November. All areas and skills of Project is going from strength to
archaeology will be needed, and ex- strength. This landscape survey, with
perienced specialists will be on site to some excavation, is being led by Cynprovide training and advice for any- thia Poole at the invitation of Henry
one who requires it. This is a ‘free’ Edmonds, the farmer and estate
dig, a rare treat nowadays. If you owner. The group is intent on field-

walking the whole area, and still has
over 100 fields and 47 woods to go.
Volunteers are warmly welcomed to
join this project, too; contact cynbyn@btinternet.com.

South Downs National Park

The first SDNP Information Panel
was unveiled in Winchester recently.
It is in the car park by the Itchen
Navigation, on a bridge abutment of
the old Didcot to Southampton railway line, and describes St Catherine’s
hill-fort – considered the ‘western
gateway’ to the Park. After the unveiling ceremony on March 28, David
Allen led a brief tour around the
monument. We hear from Dr John
Manley, recently retired as CEO of
the Sussex Archaeological Society,
that he will be writing guides to a
number of SDNP archaeological sites
and look forward to liaising with him
on those ‘this side of the border’.

Heading home

Fifty years or more ago, a boy staying
at Oak View cottage, Portmore, Boldre in the New Forest found an interesting stone in an old quarry and
pushed it home in a pram he found
dumped there (those were the days
when you did your own version of
‘landfill’ – shocking!). The stone was
in fact a ‘Romano-British Cult Ob-
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Hampshire and South Downs National Park report
David Allen and Ginny Pringle

ject’, a horned head to be precise,
and was reported in 1969 in the
Hampshire Field Club Proceedings by
Anne Ross (vol. 26, pp 57-59). The
stone is Bembridge limestone, which
outcrops on the Isle of Wight, and
the head – almost ‘life-sized’ - weighs
29.3 kilos. Having flirted with the
Hampshire Museums Service (the
article says it was delivered to Chilcomb House) the head returned to
private hands. It then travelled with
the owners on their remove to Nottinghamshire and only resurfaced last
year, when it was given to the University of Nottingham Museum with
the instruction that it should be returned to the most appropriate place.
The head has now been cleaned and
we are considering where best to
display it. It would obviously be at
home among the Iron Age exhibits in
Andover, or could take a turn at
Lymington, St Barbe Museum, or
Lyndhurst.
There are not many new ideas about
the cult of the horned head since
Anne Ross’s article but Prof Miranda
Aldhouse-Green suggests that heads
(decapitated or fashioned) are associ-

ated with rituals involving boundaries
and other liminal zones. ‘Keep Out!’
might well have been the message,
but from who and to whom? The
image is a new photograph taken
since it was cleaned by Museum’s
conservator, Claire Woodhead.

Martian invasion

Given the hundreds of thousands of
items from the excavations at Danebury Iron Age hillfort it is one of the
most outwardly insignificant and diminutive that has caused a stir recently. A piece of ‘slag’, much smaller
than a golf ball, turned out to be a
Martian meteorite (a bit of shrapnel
that pinged off when something collided with the Red Planet millions of
years ago). Having wandered through
space for however long, the piece
entered the Earth’s atmosphere as a
‘shooting star’ c. 350BC (the burn-up
has been C14 dated) and ended up in
a Danebury pit! Whether this was a
‘hole-in-one’ we’ll never know, but if
it hadn’t been buried (it was found in
Pit 706 in 1974) it would have corroded away. Professor Colin Pillinger
and his wife Judith are preparing a
paper on the find and recently made a

Meteorite found at Danebury

Antiquarian lectures

Keeping in touch by email
The Group has email contacts for
many members, but far from all. It
is useful to be able to send out an
occasional message, such as full
details of the Nov. 5 conference
when they are ready. If you are not
on our record, and would like to
be, please let John Winterburn

pilgrimage to the site to see exactly
where it was found. They brought
along a number of Open University
colleagues and filmed the event. The
star of the show (!) is still in the OU
lab being interrogated, but will eventually be exhibited at the Museum of
the Iron Age. Prof Pillinger has estimated that - statistically - just one
meteorite would fall on an area the
size of Danebury (5ha) in 1000 years
(apparently millions of tons of space
dust reach the Earth’s atmosphere
every year, but most gets frazzled,
thank goodness) so he’s very pleased
that this piece was retrieved. Provenanced finds of meteorite in Britain
still number less than twenty. Full
marks to the digger, that’s what we
say.

know; we would not pass on your
details or bombard you with messages.
We are not planning a regular bulletin such as the Wiltshire Archaeological Society’s, though that is
something that could be thought
about.

Data Protection Act
Notice to CBA Wessex members that certain particulars of each member are stored on a CBA
Wessex computer database. The information is only available to CBA Wessex for the purpose of
updating you on regional information and as a means of communication. The membership database will be held secure and your details will not be made available for other purposes.
If you so wish, you may request that your name and address be removed from the CBA Wessex
computer database, by applying in writing, to the Membership Secretary, whose details are appended inside the front cover of this publication. Please include an email address if you have one, if
you feel that dissemination of information from the region could be distributed to you in this way.
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The lecture programme of the East
Dorset Antiquarian Society begins in early autumn. Sept. 13, Lilian
Ladle: ‘Buildings and burials, ritual
and rubbish – recent excavations at
Worth Matravers’; Oct. 12, Andrew
Fitzpatrick: ‘A Celtic feast: the tale of
the Chiseldon cauldrons’; Nov. 9,
Peter Laurie: ‘The Roman invasion of
Dorset and the road system’; Dec.
14, Gordon Bartlett: ‘Early mechanical music’; Jan. 11, James Grasby:
‘Kingston Lacy House’; Feb. 8, Nick
Griffiths: ‘Archaeological illustration’;
March 14, AGM and Members’ Evening; April 18, Helen Wickstead and
Martyn Barber, ‘The Damerham Project’; May 9, Miles Russell: ‘The “Big
Dig” and banjos at Winterbourne
Kingston’. www.dorsetarchaeology.org.uk for full details.

Wiltshire report
Roy Canham

by the Ministry of Defence, about
which I have serious concerns because the archaeological resource is
almost completely ignored. As an
example, SUMP1, centered on the
Warminster Ranges, includes an extensive and well-preserved droveway
system (SPTA no 442 - sadly not a
Scheduled Ancient Monument though
it should be) which an archaeological assessment of the area would
certainly have listed as a prime conservation objective. This remarkable
and rare monument is not listed on
the overview text, nor identified as a
conservation objective, and the one
objective that does by chance apply
to part of it (2:03:70) provides for
I wrote in the last issue about a set of the retention of immature scrub
new proposals titled Super Unit Man- which is counter to the best interests
agement Plans (SUMP’s), put forward of the monument.
My own principal involvement in
Wiltshire’s archaeology continues to
be on Salisbury Plain, having recently
led the annual outing I arrange for
Wiltshire Archaeological Society. I
was unable to attend the AGM because of a long-standing commitment
to lead the Bath & Camerton Archaeological Society on a tour on 7
May. [Julian Richards was leading another group round another part of
the Plain at the same time, Ed.] Such
visits, together with the activities of
the three Salisbury Plain Conservation Groups, serve to convince the
MoD that there is an ongoing interest
in the Plain’s heritage.

The Public Inquiry into closure of the
A344 and by-roads has been held.
English Heritage, the National Trust
There is little news, let alone progress, to report. Planning for the new and Wiltshire County Council led the
Visitor Centre appears to be continu- argument, and CBA Wessex Committee members confirmed in writing
ing, so presumably the money is still
in place for it despite the savaging of their previous support.
English Heritage’s budget. A governThe Department of Transport has
ment announcement contrived to
undertaken to resurface the A303
make it sound as if they were being
past the monument with materials
given new money, when all it
that reduce tyre noise, which is a welamounted to was permission for
come initiative.
them to allocate money from their
own reserves.
Francis Taylor

Elsewhere in Wiltshire, the Avebury
and Stonehenge World Heritage Site
is having its archaeological research
frameworks revised and updated. A
meeting of many of those involved
was held in June, when it was
stressed that we need to know more
about what was happening in the two
areas before they became picked out
in the Neolithic and Bronze Ages
respectively for such special treatment, and why the first seems to
have had little added to it while attention switched to the second. Was it
ignored, or still used but too respected to alter much? The same
question then applies in the Iron Age
and all other later periods.
Roy Canham

Stonehenge Update

Francis Taylor

Glass bead import
A glass ‘sunflower’ bead,
made on the continent and
found on the Isle of Wight by
Robin Mitchell and reported
to Frank Basford of the PAS,
is one of those few objects
that could have been imported either in the fourth
century in the Roman period,
or in the post-Roman fifth or
sixth century. One excavated
in Canterbury was in a late
Roman grave, and seems to
be the closest parallel.
Picture: Frank Basford
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Berkshire report
Paula Levick

Kennet Valley Aggregates
– Archaeological
Resource Assessment

Berkshire’s Historic
Environment Records
now on the Internet

West Berkshire Council’s
archaeology team in partnership
with Museum of London
Archaeology (MOLA) have now
completed their archaeological
resource assessment for the
aggregate-producing areas of the
Kennet Valley. The project was
funded through English Heritage by
the Aggregates Levy Sustainability
Fund, and a successful and thoughtprovoking seminar outlining the
results was held on March 3.

Both East and West Berkshire
Historic Environment Records
(HER) are now available on-line on
the Heritage Gateway
www.heritagegateway.org.uk/
gateway.

The aim of the project was to gain
a greater understanding of the
archaeological resource within
current and potential aggregateproducing areas, and to provide a
foundation for present and future
mineral planning policies and
strategies for archaeological
assessment and investigation. It
included:
• Developing an archaeological
research agenda and strategy for
aggregates areas.
• Developing historic environment
policies and mitigation strategies
for aggregates areas.
• Increasing understanding of
archaeology and aggregates and
facilitating further dialogue
between archaeologists, minerals
planners, the public and the
aggregates industry.
The work also included a review of
the results from the Kennet Valley
fieldwalking projects carried out
during the 1970s - 1990s, the data
from which has now been digitised
and examined using statistical and
GIS tools, which are being used to
identify potential new sites.
The seminar outlined findings from
the Palaeolithic through to the
post-medieval period, and the final
report is currently being reviewed
by English Heritage.

The Gateway, developed by English
Heritage and supported by
ALGAO (Association of Local
Government Archaeological
Officers), acts as a portal for
accessing heritage datasets online,
and thanks to a grant from English
Heritage, thousands of records are
available to search on the Internet
for the first time, alongside other
national and local datasets including
the National Heritage List for
England. Staff at the HERs are
working hard to make sure the
records are as accurate and userfriendly as possible. The data will

‘Thanks to a grant from English
Heritage, thousands of records
are available to search on the
Internet for the first time’

be regularly refreshed as new sites
and finds are discovered and the
Gateway is certain to prove a
valuable on-line source.

West Berkshire Heritage
Forum
The West Berkshire Heritage
Forum, a forum of partners
concerned with the District’s
heritage and supported by West
Berkshire Council is making good
progress with some local initiatives
and projects.
• The Forum adopted the
Historic Environment Action Plan
(HEAP) at their AGM in April and
it is hoped a publication of that will
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be available soon.
The Forum have undertaken
to co-ordinate a project compiling
information about the district’s
war memorials in partnership with
the War Memorials Trust (http://
westberkshirewarmemorials.org.uk
)
The Forum are leading on the
development of a local list of
heritage assets for the district,
which will include archaeological
sites, parks and gardens, and items
of artistic interest as well as
buildings. Discussions are ongoing
with West Berkshire Council on
how this might be adopted as
council policy.

•

West Berkshire Museum
The West Berkshire Museum
redevelopment project is
proceeding well and architects and
museum designers have recently
been appointed. Details of their
proposals should become clearer
in the next few months. The
Museum is expected to reopen by
early 2014.

Festival of British
Archaeology
As part of the Festival of British
Archaeology, West Berkshire
Council Archaeology Staff will be
carrying out guided tours of the
14th-century Donnington Castle
site, including the ground and first
floor of the gatehouse, which is
normally locked, and the starshaped earthworks. Donnington
Castle was a royalist stronghold
during the Civil War and the tour
will explore the castle origins, the
role it played in the second battle
of Newbury, and some of the
associated myths and stories.
The event, which will be held on
the 16 and 17 July, was fully
booked within a week of being
announced, with all 160 places
taken.

Industrial archaeology
Peter Stanier

Industrial archaeology: losses and gains on Portland, Dorset
For an island just 4 miles long and
1 ½ miles at its widest, Portland
has an amazing concentration of
industrial archaeology, and much
more than sites related to the famous Portland stone quarries.
However, there has been a dramatic erosion of sites in the past
18 months or so. Recent disappearances include the 50-ton crane
(manufactured by Stothert & Pitt of
Bath) on the Inner Breakwater, and
the Royal Navy oil tank farm constructed after 1905 on land reclaimed from the Mere, a lagoon
behind Chesil Bank. The last of the
22 tanks went in 2008 and the site
is now an industrial development
near the new Olympic sailing centre. More Olympic construction
has covered the base of twin tanks
off Castle Road.
A major vanishing act is the entire
stone saw mill complex at Bottomcombe, Easton, where the last of
two vast covered sheds which contained saws, planers, lathes and
masonry works, all served by overhead cranes, was demolished in
2010. The stone works underwent
many alterations over the last century and after 1900 a siding gave
direct access to Britain’s entire
railway network. Bottomcombe
was perhaps the most important
stone processing site on the island,
and one which has produced some
of the country’s finest buildings and
monuments. A survey in March
2010 identified surviving walls from

the first steam-powered stone saw
mill of the 1890s. It is very sad that
not a trace remains and all we now
see is a Tesco supermarket and car
park such as one might find in any
English town … but that’s progress.
Going soon is a nineteenth-century
timber derrick, latterly used for
launching small boats, but quietly
collapsing at Durdle Pier on the
east coast. The iron winch, made
by Galpin of Dorchester, has suffered from the salt air. Durdle Pier
was one of several places for loading stone into barges, a tradition
from at least the time of Wren’s St

Paul’s Cathedral.
Despite these losses, there are
some fantastic gains. Lyn Cooch,
the Portland Countryside Ranger,
has been pushing forward projects
to encourage walkers to explore
the unique quarried landscape at
the north end of the island. From
Kingbarrow Quarry, paths exploit
old tramway routes running between high walls of massive stone
blocks and even through tunnels
and inclines.
An ambitious project just completed at Wide Street involved the
reopening of a tunnel to give pe-

ABOVE: The Wide Street tunnel portal site (presumed!) in 2009
BELOW: It’s the same place: the Wide Street tunnel fully revealed, with building work nearing completion in
June 2011
Photos: Peter Stanier

Uncovering the Wide Street portal in July 2010,
showing the keystone inscribed ‘JC LANO 1862’
Photo: Peter Stanier]
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Industrial archaeology
Peter Stanier

destrian access from Tout Quarry
(popular as a sculpture park) into
Inmosthay Quarry. On the Tout
side, the keystone ‘JC Lano 1862’
dates this extension of the Merchants’ Railway by the quarry agent
Jonathan Lano. The rails were removed by 1926. Shortly before DDay the tunnel portals were
bricked up, with an entrance kept
at the Tout side which has a cement ‘keystone’ inscribed ‘EC Gillingham May 24th 1944’. Perhaps
the tunnel was used as a store but
it was finally sealed in 1978, only to
be broken into by vandals. The
bricked-up portal on the Inmosthay
side was buried beneath rubbish
tipped into the cutting and soon
forgotten. Excavation began in July
2010 and to everyone’s relief the
portal and wing walls were found
to be intact, even with a second
1862 keystone. Sparse finds in the
debris included a gin bottle (with
something nasty inside) and a dark
horizon with historic but rusting
BP and Shell cans from a local ga-

rage. Below this, a heavy quarrymen’s iron wedge was the only
significant find in the original
quarry waste. Dorset Works Organisation have rebuilt the stone
wall above the arch, and added a
retaining wall alongside the public
road.
A second part of the project in
Tout Quarry was to make safe a
tramway gully between high drystone walls through waste tips
close to the West Cliff. It is approached beneath a beautifully
constructed stone arch (Grade II
Listed), this one by Jonathan Lano
in 1854. The project also included
an assessment of abandoned timber crane parts in Inmosthay
Quarry. Such hand-cranes were
once seen in their scores across
Portland. Their rarity value is increased by the fact that cranes are
no longer used in the quarries
here. The project was funded by
the Aggregates Levy Sustainability
Fund (since abandoned by the coa-

Collapsing crane at Durdle Pier, one of many stoneshipping sites along Portland’s east coast
Photo: Peter Stanier

lition government), administered
by English Heritage and overseen
by Dorset County Council Coastal
Ranger Team with recording by
AC archaeology.

Excavations at Winchester’s Cathedral Close
Oxford Archaeology has
undertaken two evaluations in
the cathedral close in Winchester. Steve Teague reports
that on the north side a series
of alluviation deposits suggest
post-Roman flooding in the
area, which would explain
various gravel surfaces that
seem to predate the foundation of the Old Minster in the
seventh century. Presumably
the ground had to be prepared for the new building.
On the south side, the most
intriguing discovery was postmedieval: a mid seventeenthcentury stoneware flask of the
sort nicknamed ‘bellarmine’
because of the bearded face
on the neck. A good many of
them are found in houses, in
chimneys or under doors,

where they had been deliberately placed to ward off evil
spirits – and were often filled
with an assortment of pins
and other witchcraft deterrents. The one in the Close
(see picture) was upside down
and although now broken
seems to have been complete
when buried in the foundations of a wall. But the wall
was not part of a house, but
of a boundary – and not seventeenth-century, but late
eighteenth- or early nineteenth-. Had the flask been
found and reburied for superstitious reasons? Did memories of past practices survive
so long in popular culture?
A ‘bellarmine’ found at Winchester
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Archaeology in Schools
Julian Richards

What’s under your school?
And now for something completely different...
Since 2010 Claire Ryley (a teacher
and formerly the education officer at
Fishbourne Roman Palace) and I
have carried out a number of
archaeological projects involving
schools. Those at Milldown Primary
in Blandford and at nearby Knighton
House were part of a Heritage
Lottery Funded project. The most
recent is at Monkton Park, the
home of the Dorchester Learning
Centre for challenged individuals
who come from the COOS
(Children Out Of School Service)
and are at the Centre for
behavioural, emotional and
developmental issues.
These projects have enthused
children, parents and staff alike at
the schools we have worked with,
so Claire and I suggested to CBA
Wessex that it might be possible to
extend what was offered to a
greater number of schools. Working
with the Chair, Treasurer and
Secretary of the group, a bid has
been prepared under the title of
‘What’s Under Your School?’ and
submitted to the Heritage Lottery
Fund.
The idea is that all forms of
archaeological investigation, from
documentary research and field

observation to aerial photography
and geophysical survey, have the
potential to engage wide audiences
with their cultural heritage. The
processes of investigation, which can
be carried out by groups of varying
size, age and ability, are themselves
fascinating and help with the
development of a range of skills.
With imagination they can have
applications across the curriculum,
from numeracy and literacy to art,
team building and personal
development. And they can also
produce genuinely new and valuable
data, helping to create a real sense
of place, of historical ‘roots’.
The project area includes parts of
North Dorset, South Wiltshire and
a small part of West Hampshire.
Within this area all 146 schools,
primary and secondary, state and
private, have been contacted to find
out if they would like to investigate
the history/archaeology of their
school and its immediate area. 47
schools would like to be involved,
split fairly evenly between Wiltshire
and Dorset with only one in
Hampshire.
Our plan is ambitious and, if the bid
CBA Wessex News
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is successful, will involve all the
schools that have registered an
interest in a first stage of
investigation. Schools will be shown
how to obtain all available
archaeological information for their
surrounding area and help will be
given interpreting it. We will also
provide additional information that
may be difficult to access and
interpret such as historic mapping
or aerial photographs.
We have already found schools
where there is archaeological
potential|: a Roman cemetery,
medieval settlement remains, an
unexplored ice house and the site of
a burnt-down Victorian School
House. More will surely emerge.
We then intend to offer around 10
schools the opportunity to carry out
a second stage of investigation. This
may include geophysical survey and/
or test pitting, documentary or oral
history and even practical
monument conservation (along
FOAM lines). Again, depending on
the results of this stage of
investigation we will offer three
schools a small-scale excavation
carried out by school pupils under
professional supervision and

Archaeology in Schools
Julian Richards

carefully targeted at questions that
we can reasonably expect to answer
From the outset it is intended to
involve pupils in the whole
processes of archaeological decision
making. Pupils will be also be
involved in data gathering and
analysis, artefact processing and
sorting, report writing, archive
creation, and in the development of
resources from information gained.
So what will the outcomes be? Over
40 schools and their associated
communities with an enhanced
understanding of the past, the ways
in which it can be investigated and of
the need to safeguard its remains.
Accessible, usable and sustainable
archives lodged at schools and
copied to the Historic Environment
Records, records which have
indicated a willingness to help
schools input new information
directly into their data bases – giving
a real sense of ‘ownership’ of new
discoveries.

The unfolding project results will be
publicized through the CBA Wessex
website while Salisbury and South
Wiltshire Museum have expressed
interest in becoming a project
partner and in hosting an exhibition
of project results at its conclusion.

The project fits well with CBA’s
overall educational and public
participation remit and could help to
increase both our public profile and
membership, especially Young
Archaeologists. We will also be
looking for volunteers from among
the CBA Wessex membership - you
have been warned!

We obviously hope that this will go
ahead (a lot of work has gone into
the application!). Archaeology has
huge potential to bring the past to
life and enthuse a new generation
(and some of the older generation)
in an appreciation of our rich
cultural heritage. We need this.

Island finds
A Roman-period copperalloy leopard brooch has
been found, by Phillip Lewis,
on the Isle of Wight, and reported to Frank Basford of
the PAS. Although now broken, it was originally a highquality object, well cast and
with coloured enamel filling
some of the details. It dates
to the second or third century, and was imported from
the continent; few others
have been found in Britain.
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Julian Richards July 2011

Maritime archaeology
Steve Webster

New website for seafloor explorers
This summer sees the completion
of Wessex Archaeology’s
multimedia website ‘Explore the
Seafloor’ (http://
ets.wessexarch.co.uk/), where you
can investigate the results of
underwater research from around
the coast of the United Kingdom.
The first phase of Explore the
Seafloor was a public outreach
programme, which ran through
2010. Wessex Archaeology
created a hands-on family
roadshow hosted by Sea Life
centres across the country, as
well as events such as the Festival
of British Archaeology at Fort
Cumberland, the Hampshire
Water Festival and at the New
Forest Centre. The roadshow
was a huge success, reaching a
potential audience of around 80,000
people.
The second phase of the project was
to create a dynamic webportal,
providing a variety of ways of making
this scientific research accessible, for
both schools and the wider public.
This includes an interactive map for
exploring the highlights of the REC
results and an online e-game, called
“Seafloor Explorer” where you can
discover the techniques used by the
different scientists. It also acts as a
gateway to the other brilliant
outreach material produced through

the Marine Aggregate Levy
Sustainability Fund (MALSF) funding.
For teachers the website offers four
case studies aimed at Key Stage 3
and 4 for History, Biology,
Geography and Physics – exploring
questions such as “How do we map
the seafloor?”
These support the
curriculum and show
students how the
subjects they take can be
applied in the workplace.
Each lesson is flexible
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allowing teachers to pick and choose
what elements they want to use –
this includes offering a variety of
resources, including background
information, Powerpoint
presentations, films, a fantastic image
bank, interactive whiteboard lessons
and much more.

Is British Archaeology facing extinction?
David Tomalin

For whom the bell tolls
Way back in the 1964, the passing of
the Libraries and Museums Act
suffered a seemingly minor hiccup
when someone commented that
while all local authorities certainly
needed a national standard for their
libraries, not all councils maintained
or actually needed museums. So
libraries became a ‘Statutory
Service’, often to be housed in
gleaming new buildings remote from
the dusty bees-waxed corridor of
the old gothic museum. Yet the
museum could still count on public
affection. Finders still donated their
discoveries with generosity and
enthusiasm while others would opt
for that ‘long-term loan’ that both
parties quietly and implicitly knew
could eventually become permanent
in the unlikely event of a ‘new
museum’ emerging from pipedreams of municipal plans.
When the pages of the Museums
Journal disgorged glossy pictures of
posed handshakes in front of new
and starkly designed art galleries,
was this the moment when museum
credibility, along with the curating of
the great regional archaeological
collections, finally tipped towards
terminal decline? When the
knowledge and enthusiasm of the
archaeological curator gave way to
the cold detachment of the
‘Collections Manager’, was that the
point when our vital dialogue with
an expectant public collapsed into
our own contrived chaos of
taphonomy theory and managementspeak. ‘Curating’, after all, is what
you do with care and pride with
something to be admired by
everyone. ‘Managing’ is what you do
with a problem. Today we face
nothing short of museum
apocalypse. The Department of
Culture, Media and Sport is casting
our Museum, Galleries and Archives
funds into the hands of those
implacable enemies of what they see
as ‘dead art’ in the Arts Council.
On the Isle of Wight, our local

authority is so keen to show its
commitment to business-plan
reform that it is contemplating
‘outsourcing its archives and cultural
collections’ to a neighbouring
county, weasel-words for
abandoning contents of our County
Museum. It is also drawing up a
sliding scale of charges to repel
anyone with the temerity to ask to
see the stored antiquities that have
been generously and trustingly
donated into the Council’s care. To
compound its contempt for the
archaeology of its own community,
the Council has also summarily
evicted the Isle of Wight Natural
History and Archaeological Society
while closing down the popular
Coastal Studies Centre at Ventnor.
The tourist information centres,
those valuable signposts to our
historic landscape and our museums,
have also been closed. Elsewhere in
‘Treasure Annual Report shows a
frightening quantity of British
antiquities being prised from the
ground. Here, we are surely
abandoning our children’s right
to see a finite heritage that is
now vanishing in a final and
poignant spate.’

this newsletter, problems in other
counties are reported.
While Government extols the
virtues of nurturing and rewarding
voluntary efforts in its new ‘Big
Society’ its actions show the very
reverse. A litmus test is
Carisbrooke Castle Museum where,
for the past 60 years, the collection
of ‘Isle of Wight Antiquities’ has
been held in the care of local
trustees while housed within the
walls of a highly popular English
Heritage ‘Guardianship Monument’,
potentially a wonderful flagship site
where the collaborative efforts of
Government and voluntary
subscribers to a ‘Big Society’ could
CBA Wessex News
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strike the very best public outcome.
During the 1980s there was
optimism in the museum while two
curatorial professionals and a
Schools Officer provided an array of
services to a very wide spectrum of
Island and castle visitors. This team
was supported by an enthusiastic
body of ‘Museum Friends’. When
the purse strings of the fundproviders were ratcheted to the
tension of a garrotting wire, the
Friends rallied around while the
museum developed its popular shop.
Yet English Heritage has now
opened its own shop at the entrance
to the castle, the museum shop’s
manager has had to be made
redundant, and the prospect for the
museum and its Friends is dire. Its
staffing has plummeted to a single
part-time curatorial post with some
educational support. Its faithful body
of ‘Friends’ is now totally
bewildered and exhausted.
The predicament we see in the
trustee museum within Carisbrooke
Castle suggests that internecine
warfare in the heritage and museum
world is upon us. In this massacre of
the innocents, the Government’s
key heritage agency incongruously
occupies some potentially conflicting
positions as advisor, grant-giver/
withholder, adjudicator and market
competitor. At the same time, it is
ridding itself of most of its
‘Research’, its core expertise with
the unique ability to recognise the
full diversity of our nation’s heritage
and to pre-empt serious
conservation problems.
Meanwhile, metal-detecting has
changed attitudes; the Treasure Act
turned ‘Finders Keepers’ from myth
into law, with the landowner
entitled to half the find’s value. So
even if one party is prepared to
donate a find to a museum, the
other may not be. With no named
allowance for museum
responsibilities in Treasury’s
calculation of the Rate Support

Is British Archaeology facing extinction?
David Tomalin

Grant, the road to Ebay and
auction has become the new
highway. On the Isle of Wight,
the Shorwell hoard, a unique
cache of some 900 Iron Age
tribal coins, has now been
totally dispersed.
As the economic recession
bites and unemployment rises,
so family ‘investment’ in
metal-detecting and darker
interests in night-hawking and
trespassing inevitably grow;
adults do not teach children
that the heritage is communal
and enlightening, but that it
exists for the thrill of
unfettered discovery and
reward. Farmers now find that
they can charge £10 per head
per day for permission to
search their land. A good rally
weekend could bring 50 or more
semi-commercial level. The Portable
metal-detectorists, so business can be Antiquities Scheme has to be funded
good. Some farmers are certainly
aware that a little spicing of the land
with a few cheaply purchased Roman
‘So might we all be pawns in an
coins could add an admirable tweak
endgame set for the extinction of
in the spirit of Britain’s new
British archaeology, a fading of
enterprise culture.
that sense of place and reassurance that has guided us through
Meanwhile, the vital funds provided
our lives?’
by the Museums, Galleries & Archives
Council and administered through the
V & A Purchase Grant for provincial
museums has been drastically cut at
by charity, and its overloaded staff
the very time when the operation of face ‘reduced time’ and insufficient
metal-detecting machines is reaching travel expenses for their essential
visits to the findspots and meetings
of the metal-detectorists.
Treasure Annual Report shows a
frightening quantity of British
antiquities being prised from the
ground. Here, we are surely
abandoning our children’s right to
see a finite heritage that is now
vanishing in a final and poignant
spate. In a public statement a
Minister proclaimed the finders
‘true heroes’, but why? The CBA’s
Director was almost a lone voice
in speaking out against such
veneration of the self-indulgent.
So might we all be pawns in an
CBA Wessex News
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endgame set for the extinction of
British archaeology, a fading of that
sense of place and reassurance that
has guided us through our lives? The
current predicament of the CBA
suggests that Government has
discounted the trimming of British
archaeology and opted for outright
assault. With our long-standing failure
to penetrate the National curriculum,
here is an easy target now that no
one under thirty has touched the
subject at school. With new social
and economic changes sweeping
through our society, are the doors
already closing against those who
would show a capacity to take a long,
deep and informed view on those
past events that have modelled our
present awareness of ancient
nationhood?
When Henry’s Act of Supremacy was
circulated in 1536, the nation’s
greatest cultural institutions were
doomed to auction or bonfire.
Meanwhile, the road to promotion
lay in new Tudor management-speak
for unquestioning obedience to a
greedy and pitiless ‘new order’. Ask
not for whom the bell tolls!
David Tomalin

Events in Wessex

News in brief
Celebrating its Fortieth Anniversary
this year is the Basingstoke Archaeological and Historical Society, and its programme is appropriately star-studded for the occasion.
The Anniversary Conference is on
Sept. 17, but the lectures start before
that, with Andy Manning talking on
Sept. 8 about the Roman cemeteries
of Boscombe Down. After him come
Jim Leary on the Marden henge and
its Neolithic building, on Oct. 13;
Nov. 10, Sir Barry Cunliffe: ‘Celts
from the West’; Dec. 8 is a Christmas party; Jan. 12, Jane Harris,
‘Sources for landscape and garden
history at the Hampshire Record
Office’; Feb. 9, Leslie Webster: ‘The
Staffordshire Hoard; art, wealth and
power in the 7th century AD’; March
8, Jennifer Foster, ‘Experimental archaeology’; April 12, Alan Turton,
‘Castles in Wessex’; May 10, Michael
Bullen: ‘Writing the north Hampshire
Pevsner; from Aldershot to Yateley’;
and finally on June 14 is the AGM
followed by members’ contributions.
The Avon Valley Archaeological
Society winter programme of lectures will be held in Ringwood. Sept.
7, Mike Allen: ‘Wor Barrow: new

results on its time and place in the
Neolithic’; Oct. 5, Paola Palma: ‘The
Swash Channel Wreck’; Nov. 2,
Simon Roffey: ‘The leper hospital at
Magdalen Hill, Winchester’; Dec. 7,
Paul Everill: ‘The Parkers of Heytesbury’; Jan. 4, Members’ Evening; Feb.
1, David Allen: ‘Iron Age and Roman
in the Avon Valley’; March 7, Mark
Bowden: ‘An archaeology of Town
Commons’; April 4, to be confirmed;
May 2, AGM and members’ presentations.

The Isle of Wight now greets car
visitors with a Waitrose at the East
Cowes terminal. Before its construction, Oxford Archaeology carried out
excavations, which mostly found evidence of Tudor development of the
port facilities. But quite unexpected
and very unusual was a single burial,
Members may be interested in the
not of someone hastily hidden from
Wessex Centre for Archaeology and
view, but in a coffin. Radiocarbon
History’s Autumn conference on
dating shows that the adult woman
Danes in Wessex, at the University
inside died in the post-medieval peof Winchester on Sept. 24. Speakers
riod. Yet there are no documents to
include a member of Oxford Archaeexplain an isolated burial, and the
ology on the remarkable mass burial
nearest cemetery is 200 metres away.
of a raiding-party found in Dorset in
2009.
Congratulations to the Hampshire
and Wight Maritime Trust on
winning the 2011 Europa Nostra
prize in the category for Education
and Awareness-Raising.

Celebrating 50 years of CBA Wessex
The New Antiquarians: 50 Years of
Archaeological Innovation in Wessex, the volume that marks the
fiftieth anniversary of CBA Wessex, was launched at the beginning of April.
Rowan Whimster has done a
splendid editorial job, bringing
together a wide range of names
that includes Sir Barry Cunliffe,
Peter Fowler and many others
who have made substantial contributions to the archaeology of
our region. It is too early for

Visit the Group’s new web-site:
www.cba-wessex.org.uk; Francis Taylor will welcome comments/links/
pictures

formal reviews to have appeared,
but the format of period summaries and personal reminiscences,
with excellent illustrations, was
very well received by members
who bought their copies at the
AGM.
The price is £20, but members
can get copies for £18 if they
wait until the Open Meeting on
Nov. 5, or can arrange to collect
copies from David Hinton in
Southampton.
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Fieldwork is continuing on the Winchester-London Roman road; booking forms for Bank Holiday week-end
excavations in 2012 are available from
www.nehhas.org.uk, which also has
summaries of the project’s work so
far.

Field of knowledge

On the Isle of Wight, Year 7 and 8 pupils from
Osborne Middle School have had a chance to
fieldwalk with the kind permission of the landowner, led by the Isle of Wight Heritage Service.
The field is adjacent to a Bronze Age disc barrow,
and the pupils turned up a few flint blades during
the walk. They then investigated an unidentified
bank and ditch around the wooded hilltop, and
toured the rest of the farm looking at the land
use as part of a working farm.
Joy Verrinder

What is CBA Wessex?
The Council for British Archaeology
was formed in 1944 and is a national
organisation which works to advance
the study and care of Britain’s historic
environment, and to improve public
awareness of Britain’s past. It brings
together those for whom archaeology is an interest, an active pasttime, or a career.

cal activities and provides information. It also supports local, regional
and national archaeological societies
and works with other bodies in environmental conservation.

The CBA welcomes everyone with a
concern for our historic environment. Your support provides the
resources to fulfil our aims in the
field of education, conservation and
It campaigns for your heritage, promotes archaeology in education, en- information provision. It also
courages participation in archaeologi- strengthens the profile or archaeCBA Wessex News
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ology in the minds of decision makers
and gives a voice to
Britain’s past.
CBA Wessex is part of a network or
regional groups which aim to support
the national body, while providing a
local forum for archaeological discussion and participation. CBA Wessex
covers the counties of Berkshire,
Dorset, Hampshire, Isle of Wight and
Wiltshire together with the Channel
Islands.

CBA Wessex Autumn Open Meeting
Nov. 5, 2011

In the new Ordnance Survey Building, Southampton, by kind permission
of
the Ordnance Survey
Also sponsored by Wessex Archaeology
Religion and Ritual in Wessex
Speakers and provisional titles:
Ronald Hutton (University of Bristol)
The Druids
Josh Pollard (University of Southampton)
The sacred chalk
John Gale (University of Bournemouth The Knowlton complex
Andrew Fitzpatrick (Wessex Archaeology) Iron Age shrines
David Hinton (University of Southampton) Saxon religions
Simon Roffey (University of Winchester)
Medieval charity
Tickets: CBA members £25, non-members £30
Tea and coffee provided. Lunch: can be booked in advance for a small charge, or
bring your own
Bookstall
Contact Andy Manning at Wessex Archaeology for tickets and further details
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