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Front cover images
Clockwise from top left: NAS students complete their ELearning courses with a weekend of
fieldwork (see page 21); The Chun Quoit in Cornwall (see page 16); The Druce Farm mosaic (see
page 6); Surveying seabed erosion and the artefacts it exposes at Bouldnor Cliff. Photo: HWTMA
(see page 21).
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CBA Wessex

@CBAWessex

Copyright © the authors (text and illustrations) and CBA Wessex (typography).
Views and opinions do not necessarily reflect the policy of the CBA or CBA Wessex.
Data Protection Act
CBA Wessex holds personal particulars of each member and these are stored on a CBA Wessex
computer database. The information is only available to those within the CBA authorised to access
this information. It enables CBA Wessex to maintain its records efficiently and to communicate with
members. This information will never be sold or communicated to third parties. If you so wish, you
may request that your name and address be removed from the CBA Wessex computer database, by
applying in writing to the Membership Secretary (see the committee list opposite.

3

Branch News
From the Chair
Welcome to another edition of the newsletter. You will notice that we have changed the format
to A5 and we hope you like it. The newsletter represents our single biggest expenditure and
by reducing it to A5 size we will save costs on printing and postage. We have at the same
time invested a small sum of money in an emailing system, which means we can now email
our membership on a regular basis to keep you informed of what is happening in the region
and elsewhere on a much more regular basis. Feedback is very positive, and I am delighted
we now have a means of communicating much more frequently. We do of course need more
email addresses and if you are not yet receiving our email newsletter, please let us have your
email address so we can add you to the circulation list. Please write to Maddy Andrews at
maddyandrews@btinternet.com.
We have seen an increase in our membership since we sent out the mailshot to lapsed members
earlier this year. Our assumption that many people had not renewed because they believed
that had been done through the National CBA in York was proved right, and we are very happy
to see many of you back as regional members. As always we have a great programme of study
days throughout the year, and our annual conference will be held during the first weekend of
November. I hope to see many of you at one of these events.
In May this year a group from CBA Wessex enjoyed a great weekend in Cornwall, hosted and
organised by Caradoc Peters of CBA South West. You will find an article on this elsewhere in the
newsletter. The intention is to organise a reciprocal trip to Wessex sometime next year which will
of course be open to our own members to attend.
Marjoleine Butler

Membership Secretary’s Report

Hon. Treasurer’s Report

National CBA News

August and Prehistoric and Roman Pottery for
7th September.

I have become the representative of the
Trustees of the CBA on the CBA Wessex
Group. As Mike Heywood and Louise Ennis
stressed when they met the committee, it
was never intended that the groups should be
separated off from the parent body, and we
are anxious to maintain and strengthen the
relationship. In particular, it is hoped that the
groups can be effective advocates for their
local historic environment. Regional pressures
on local politicians are often more effective
than letters from York [Editor’s note: the
developments at English Heritage, separating
the statutory and planning work from the
historic properties, is likely to emphasise the
importance of local voices.]

Still to come this year are four more
workshops (see page 9) and the CBA Wessex
Autumn Open Meeting on the 2nd and 3rd
November (see back cover). Several more
events have also been proposed and are to
be confirmed, including a visit to Salisbury
Cathedral/Museum and historic glassblowing.

Katy Whitaker

Institutional Member’s survey
Chris Elmer, our Institutional Members
Liaison, attended the National CBA meeting
at the beginning of March this year. This was
attended by many local and regional societies
and institutions, and during the meeting
a number of issues were raised including
the requirement to better understand the
relationship between CBA regional groups and
their institutional members.

Initiatives include the Festival of British
Archaeology, which in 2013 had more than
600 registered events. Still available is the
money from the CBA’s Challenge Funding
stream (up to £1,000 for new research). The
CBA community archaeology bursary scheme
remains in place for the time being, and we
are very anxious to maintain the YAC and help
its branches.

Chris has put together a survey on behalf of
CBA Wessex to gather your thoughts on this
issue. We would be grateful if you would
complete this survey, as the intention is to
inform us on how to continue to provide a
relevant and useful function in the region.
The survey will close in the autumn, after
which a report will be hosted online. If you
are a representative of one of our member
Institutions we would be very grateful for your
views.

Meetings Secretary’s Report

Maddy Andrews

Val Moore

We have had to accept that a large number
of members have left us, some because of
the changes imposed by the National CBA.
On the plus side there has been a rise in
the number of Wessex-only members as a
result of the mailing in February. The number
of affiliate members is stabilising and we
continue to gather more email addresses.
(please let me know if I do not have yours, so
that we can send you our e-bulletin). York’s
revised renewal letter made a big difference
in the number of national renewals; for the
past 3 months they have outnumbered the
non-renewals, whereas the reverse was
true beforehand. Nevertheless, our total
membership has gone down from 657 at the
start of 2012, to 333 in May this year.

In May, the group had about £12,000 at
its disposal, a sum that reflects the drop in
membership which has concerned us, but
which has recovered slightly thanks to some
members rejoining. We saved money on
postage by using a franking machine for the
newsletter distribution, but further economy
was decided to be necessary, resulting in the
smaller size of the present newsletter, partly
compensated for by the use of full colour
printing throughout.

Recent events: The CBA Wessex Summer Trip
took place from 17th - 19th May, see the full
report on page 15. Several study days have
also been hosted in Salisbury; Animal Bones:
a Guide was held on 13th April; Conservation
and Care of Archaeological Finds is scheduled
for 27th July; Human Remains: a Guide for 4th

The ‘What’s Under your School?’ budget,
managed separately, is considered adequate
to see the project through to completion, in
no small part thanks to further donations by
the sponsor, Alistair Somerville-Ford.

This year’s Annual General Meeting will take will take place at 1.45pm on Saturday 2nd
November 2013, at St Barbara’s Hall, Larkhill, Wiltshire. All CBA Wessex members may attend.
The agenda will be posted on the web-site and circulated at the meeting.
Further details of the CBA Wessex Autumn Conference, where the AGM will be hosted, can be
found on the back cover.
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Andy Manning

The survey should take no more than ten
minutes to complete.
To access the survey, visit:
• www.cba-wessex.org.uk/institutionalmembers-survey.html

Annual General Meeting 2013
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Dorset News
Trevor Steptoe

Druce Farm

Durotriges Project

Druce Farm Open Day was visited by over 300
people in June. Druce had previously been
reported to be destined for backfilling this
season, but it now seems likely that owing
to the importance of the main mosaic, this
may be delayed. Specialists are expected to
descend on the site to record and illustrate
the mosaic, which now appears to have had
a collonaded aisled structure built over it.
Director Lilian Ladle thinks that Bournemouth
Uni may move to the site for their annual dig
as the field is convenient and there is clearly a
lot more to the Druce site than was expected.

Many of those visiting Druce Farm went on to
see the Bournemouth University Big Dig Open
Day at Bere Regis. The Durotriges Project is
an archaeological investigation studying the
transition from the late Iron Age to the early
Roman period in southern England.

the other henges and monuments on the edge
of Dorchester.

Round Up
The archaeology sector at Dorset County
Council have initiated a historic buildings
group, now under training across the county,
to record structures of importance and
identify problems which are arising and will
need close monitoring.

Reading Abbey

The Dorset Archaeological Committee is
well advanced into the staging of the Dorset
Archaeological Awards later this year, and it
is hoped that some of the schools that have
taken part in CBA Wessex’s ‘What’s Under
Your School?’ project will enter for the Young
Archaeologist award. The DAC continue to
deliberate over the county’s archaeology and a
new representative from the Dorset Buildings
Group has joined. A new English Heritage
representative has also been appointed in the
person of Keith Miller who transfers from the
York office.

This year, small-scale conservation work to
the abbey has been taking place. Reading
Borough Council, in partnership with Berkshire
Archaeological Society, Hampshire County
Council and English Heritage are monitoring
stone decay in the Abbey and collecting the
eroded stonework for reuse in the future.
There has been quite substantial stone loss
as a result of the last winter. Surveys of the
Abbey Gate have been undertaken by English
Heritage and a Historic Architect, and the
results of these surveys will be available in
September 2013.

The developers of the Navitus Bay Wind Park
have responded to the public consultations
and modified their proposals. Also better
news is that the concerns for the industrial
archaeology at St.Michael’s Trading Estate in
Bridport have been reduced by the imposition
of planning constraints. Reservations have
been expressed over the West Dorset,
Weymouth and Portland Local Plan. A large
development has also been proposed to the
south-east of Dorchester, near the scheduled
Ancient Monument of Mount Pleasant.
However, as Dr Ann Woodward has pointed
out, Durrington Walls has demonstrated that
highly significant archaeology is likely to exist
outside the henge and in the areas between

The Druce Farm mosaic
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Rowena Banerjea

Dorset Archaeological Committee

Planning

The Ancient Technology Centre at Cranborne
has been involved in the building of replica
Neolithic houses at Old Sarum. They will
eventually be dismantled and moved to the
new visitor centre at Stonehenge.

Berkshire News

For more information, visit:
• microsites.bournemouth.ac.uk/
big-dig-2013

For more information, visit:
• www.dorset-archaeology.org.uk

The Electricity Museum in Christchurch,
highlighted in the last newsletter, was closed
down in December and the collections have
been dispersed to the Science Museum in
London and to Manchester.

Sadly, a second funding bid to the Heritage
Lottery Fund for the abbey’s regeneration
has been unsuccessful. Reading Borough
Council hoped to secure funds for the Reading
Abbey Quarter regeneration project in order
to conserve key historic features (the Abbey
Ruins, Gateway and St Laurence’s churchyard
wall), improve signage and interpretation,
offer key training and apprenticeship
opportunities and host community events and
activities. The council remains committed to
moving this project forward.
For more information, visit:
• www.readingmuseum.org.uk/
get-involved

Due to the poor condition of the abbey, public
access is extremely limited. Visits are only
possible by attending tours, details of which
are available in the downloadable newsletter
on the Reading Museum website.

On a brighter note, the recent advertisement
for an Archaeology Officer for Reading
Borough Council / Berkshire Archaeology is a
positive sign for Berkshire’s heritage.
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Jersey News

Guernsey News

Robert Waterhouse

Philip de Jersey

St Clement

that time. Adjoining the ditch, a mysterious
pit with near-vertical burnt sides was partsectioned, but cannot presently be dated. It
looks a little like an Iron Age grain silo.

Excavations continued at St Clement in
October and November, in which a large
robbed-out wall footing was found. We think
this represents the south-west corner of a
substantial building belonging to St Clement’s
Priory, founded by the Abbey of Mont St
Michel in Normandy between 1154 and 1178
and dissolved under the Alien Priories Act of
1413-14. It is possible that the buildings were
in fact demolished during the period c.13051328 (when the Priory had been temporarily
sequestered by the English crown), as only
13th-century pottery was found in the rubble,
which included large amounts of nailed slates
from at least four different sources.

Work will continue at St Clements this summer
from 13th July to 11th August, when we plan
to explore a possible Roman building which
we found on last summer’s excavations.
Research work on fish traps has continued,
with a probably medieval V trap near Gorey
being surveyed last autumn.

Passing close by the building was a narrow
drainage ditch, also containing 13thcentury pottery, but which was the latest in
a sequence of at least four larger ditches,
going down a further 1.5m. The lowest silting
episode contained Roman pottery and a roof
tile fragment, suggesting a much earlier origin
for these ditches, and for the nearby lane
which they respect.

Fort Richmond

a more precise record of its position than
was previously available. Indeed it was even
possible to excavate the back half of a pit
half-sectioned in 1983, with six-inch nails and
nylon string still in place!

Excavation work in the spring concentrated
on a mid 19th-century fortification – Fort
Richmond, on the island’s west coast – which
the States of Guernsey are proposing to sell
off. We dug a long trench (15 x 2m with a
height differential of 5m from one end to the
other) across the gun platform, constructed
c.1856, in an attempt to establish how much
of the Victorian structure survives beneath
the German Occupation concrete, and the
post-War dumping of demolished German
concrete. The answer – after three weeks of
very hard physical work, in some of the coldest
weather the island has ever experienced – was
that much of the Victorian platform survives
intact. This should ensure that this part of the
site retains its protected status, if and when
the property is sold.

King’s Road
More recently we have returned once again
to a part of the major Iron Age site at King’s
Road, in this case an area mostly between
the trenches which were dug in 1980
and 1983 (see illustration). In addition to
providing another 35 square metres of Iron
Age occupation to investigate, this has also
allowed us to accurately plot the location
of the 1983 excavation with GPS, providing

Further confirmation of earlier origins came in
the form of a fragment of Merovingian shelly
limestone sarcophagus, recycled in the Priory
walling rubble. This puts the likely Christian
origins of the site back to the 7th/8th century
AD, suggesting that Jersey was following
religious practice (and therefore presumably
political affiliations) in nearby France at

The mysterious pit (in section) at St Clement

Isle of Wight News
needed to refurbish it, although that could
double if the structure were made into an
accessible attraction. The developers have
tried to stimulate public debate, so the crane’s
future may rest in the hands of local residents,
as well as the council and the developers.

Medina Yard
Cowes’ Grade II listed Hammerhead Crane
could become a central feature of the new
property development on the west bank
of the Medina. A minimum of £1m will be
8

The Iron Age site at King’s Road

CBA Wessex 2013 Study Days
Flint: A users guide to banging the
rocks together

Study Days are £25 for CBA Wessex members
and £30 for non-members. All events are
hosted at Wessex Archaeology’s offices in
Salisbury.

Saturday 12th October 2013

The bluffers guide to all you need to
know about Post-Roman pottery

For further details please contact a.manning@
wessexarch.co.uk; or Andy Manning, CBA
Wessex, c/o Wessex Archaeology, Portway
House, Old Sarum Park, Salisbury, SP4
6EB. Direct: 01722 343406│Mob: 07770
605258│Tel: 01722 326867

Saturday 23rd November 2013

Archaeological recording on site

Saturday 7th December 2013
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Wiltshire News
Daniel Miles

Dig Devizes

the sun and a community dig on their
doorstep. Results of the excavation will be
made available in a forthcoming report on the
ADS Grey Literature Library.

One of the most exciting projects in Wiltshire
so far this year has been Dig Devizes, a
community project undertaken as part of
the CBA Festival of Archaeology. Organised
by the Wiltshire Heritage Museum and the
Archaeology Field Group, the fieldwork
included a geophysical survey and test-pits
dug by lots of local residents as well as the
Wiltshire Young Archaeology Clubs and Young
Wiltshire Archaeology and Natural History
Society (WAHNS).

For more information, visit:
• digdevizes.wordpress.com

Avebury Investigations
Two projects are being undertaken in Avebury
this summer. ‘Between the Monuments’, run
by Josh Pollard of Southampton University,
is investigating the West Kennet Avenue
‘occupation site’. Mike Parker Pearson is
returning to Clatford, between Avebury and
Marlborough, to look for traces of a sarsen
‘circle’ of stones recorded by William Stukeley
in 1723.

The main research focus of the project was
to discover more about Devizes’s Roman
archaeology. In 1714 labourers, constructing
houses on the Green, discovered a hoard
of Roman figurines and the possible
remains of a hypocaust system – but the
exact whereabouts of these structures are
unknown. In addition the project aimed to
assess whether there were any sub-surface
deposits dating to the medieval and 17thcentury periods of the town’s history.

Recording Wiltshire’s Great War
Heritage
Finding the Forgotten and the Wiltshire
Archaeology Field Group have launched
a project to record Wiltshire’s Great War
heritage. This project will be recording
Wiltshire’s military and Home Front sites

It was a very successful weekend with
hundreds of diggers and onlookers enjoying

in order to provide information for local
exhibitions and archives and to enhance the
Wiltshire Historic Environment Record (HER).

first was the Wiltshire Archaeology Conference
in Devizes organised by the Wiltshire
Archaeology Field Group. The second was
the Roman Wiltshire Day School in Bradfordon-Avon, organised by the Association for
Roman Archaeology. Both events drew 200plus audiences who enjoyed a wide range of
presentations on archaeological projects in
the county – both research and planning led.

For more information, visit:
• www.findingtheforgotten.co.uk

Wiltshire Archaeology Field Group
The Wiltshire Archaeology Field Group has
undertaken various projects in the past few
months. The highlights include a survey of a
Second World War Light Anti-Aircraft battery
that was built inside a Bronze Age barrow
on Cherhill Down above Yatesbury; the
geophysical and tape survey of a deserted
Medieval Village at Chapel Quarter, Dauntsey,
and a woodland archaeological survey and
trial trenches in search of Seymour’s Mansion,
in Bedwyn Brails.

For more information, visit:
• www.associationromanarchaeology.org

Festival of Archaeology
As part of the CBA Festival of Archaeology,
Wiltshire Archaeology Service organised an
Archaeology Fair at the Wiltshire and Swindon
History Centre in Chippenham. As well as
CBA Wessex, many of the different groups
undertaking archaeological investigation
and conservation in Wiltshire, from national
organisations and museums to community

For more information, visit:
• wiltshireafg.weebly.com

groups were represented.

Spring Conferences

For more information, visit:
• www.wshc.eu

This spring, two large and very well-attended
day conferences were hosted in Wiltshire. The

Industrial Archaeology News
Southampton Maritime Festival
The first Southampton Maritime Festival was
held on the May Bank Holiday weekend and
was an enormous success. Various historic
vessels attended, including SS Shieldhall,
numerous Dunkirk Little Ships and Second
World War launches. On land, steam engines,
an Anti-Aircraft searchlight and numerous
classic cars were on display. On both days,
the crowds were treated to a flyover by the
country’s only remaining airworthy Lancaster
bomber.
Dozens of heritage organisations and local
groups exhibited at the event, which was
attended by some 12,000 people.

Volunteers join archaeologists at Dig Devizes
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The newly restored Dunkirk Little ship, Steam
Tug Challenge. Photo: Colin Lee.
11

Hampshire News
David Allen and Ginny Pringle

The Axe Factor

a fantastic reminder of a time when small
groups of humans roamed the landscape
hunting woolly mammoth, wild horses,
reindeer and aurochs. The handaxe will go on
display in the Lodge Museum at Basing House.

June was a good month for axes. During a
recent visit to look at the foundation pits for a
new viewing platform at Basing House, one of
us was ‘presented’ with a splendid example of
a Palaeolithic handaxe, found in the associated
service trench. It’s a roughly hand-sized tool
with a notable butt at one end, retaining some
‘cortex’ or natural outer surface. The working
edge, around most of the circumference, is
still very fresh, and the whole axe has a white
‘patina’ from being buried in chalky soil. The
flint would originally have been grey in colour.

At Andover Museum, bronze took the place
of stone, when the group of palstaves and
socketed axes found in the Laundry Field at
Cholderton were put on show. They have
previously made an appearance in these
pages and the story of their discovery is well
known. Already on display at Andover were
the socketed axe and palstave, found in the
same location about 80 years ago. They would
originally have been deposited in the ground
in the Late Bronze Age, about 3,000 years
before. It was the new find that sparked off
the project looking at the archaeology of
the Cholderton Estate and this continues,
providing an ideal archaeological opportunity
for anyone living in or near the north-west
corner of Hampshire.

house in England, yea larger than most of the
King’s palaces” and Parliament compounded
the episode by declaring that anybody could
take away brick and stone “and keep it for
their pains”. This invitation to treat the site as
a quarry was taken up with gusto, with only
the Great Barn surviving intact.

The news that an in situ fireplace had come to
light was therefore of considerable interest.
It is undoubtedly of 16th-century origin and
probably of Caen stone but questions about
the room it served remain unanswered. We
may well be able to investigate the area in a
little more detail during the summer. If any
of the floor level associated with the hearth
remains, then a basic sequence can perhaps
be established.

Most of the foundations remained, however,
and many of these were revealed during
excavations a century ago. In exploring floor
levels and cellars, Lord Bolton’s gardeners
found numerous architectural fragments,
some of which were later built into the walls
of the ’Bothy’, the small house constructed to
serve as a site museum. No detailed study of
these fragments has yet taken place, although
it is hoped that this omission will be remedied
as part of the new partnership with the
University of Southampton.

Also at Basing House, July saw the re-opening
the trenches dug by the Aldermaston
Archaeological Society in the mid 1960s.
Their ‘Wheeler style’ grid (expanding on an
initial cut roughly 30 x 1m) found Roman and
Iron Age evidence sealed beneath Civil War
outworks. The project, run in partnership with
the University of Southampton, will already
have happened by the time you read this, but
a fully illustrated account will be available
online as well as in the next newsletter.
The viewing platform should be ready by
September. 23.
For more information, visit:
• basinghousecat.wordpress.com

Young Archaeologists, 1950s style

Among those attending the opening of the
exhibition were landowner Henry Edmunds
and Dr Brendan O’Connor, who flew down
from Edinburgh. O’Connor has written about
various Hampshire bronze finds, including
the Danebury Bronze Age metalwork. Those
present were treated to an unexpected
seminar on the significance of the find and of
bronze palstaves and socketed axes in general.

A recent monograph on the Mesolithic of
the Kennet Valley by Roy Froom (2012) is
dedicated to Douglas Connah and the pupil
members of the St Bartholomew’s Grammar
School Archaeological Society (Newbury).
Most of the work recounted took place in
Berkshire, but a site at Abbey Wells, Woolton
Hill in East Woodhay parish, is firmly in
Hampshire.

If you are interested in field walking and finds
processing at Cholderton, contact:
• cynbyn@btinternet.com
The Basing House handaxe

The passage of time means that there are
more questions than answers over the
flintwork, even when it is attributed an
Abbey Wells or Woolton Hill location. A few
photographs suggest, however, that the
trenches dug at this site may well have been
quite widely scattered and may have sampled
different periods, yielding elements of ‘long
blade’ industries as well as typical Mesolithic
finds.

Basing House Excavations
Two weeks after the handaxe discovery at
Basing, the call came through that another
unusual find had been made. Those familiar
with the place will know that what is missing
at Basing is the ‘House’. In 1645, Oliver
Cromwell and his forces smashed what had
once been “the greatest of any subject’s

Handaxes like these belong, of course, in the
Old Stone Age or Palaeolithic. They were the
multi-purpose tools of our earliest ancestors
and can date back as much as half a million
years. There have been a few Middle Stone
Age flint finds at Basing, but they go back
only 10,000 years, so this new discovery is
12

The Basing House fireplace

Continued overleaf...
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What is without doubt is that an early ‘young
archaeologists club’, in the guise of the St
Bart’s school archaeological society, was alive
and thriving as far back as the late 1950s.

At Danebury, plans are progressing for the
roundhouse-sized turf bench seat (positioned
exactly above the archaeological evidence
for a roundhouse). Local schools may be
contributing to a ‘time capsule’ which will be
secreted somewhere about the structure and
the North Hampshire YAC may contribute a
commemorative marker (to be buried in true
barrow digging tradition).

When collecting the archive a few weeks
ago, I was particularly taken by Roy Froom’s
description of how – aged 10 or 11 – he would
set off to search for Palaeoliths in gravel pits.
The other topical point is that Abbey Hill itself
was briefly a school and it was the ‘pupils’
(disenchanted youngsters from London) who
started the digging there – an early expression
of WUYS, or even WUOS?

Elsewhere in the county the local elections
have disrupted the timetable of the proposed
formation of an Arts & Museums Trust. A
response from Members and panels is now
expected in July, which will go some way to
show whether such a merger is a runner. The
overall effect on the archaeology collections
across the county is unclear at the moment.

Alan Jacobs Remembered
Those who worked with Alan during his time
in Hampshire (2007 – 2010) may like to know
that the recent meeting of the Worcestershire
Young Archaeologists Club was devoted to
the presentation of the inaugural Alan Jacobs
Archaeology Award.
Alan was a regular helper at the club and the
competition generated a number of worthy
entries. The winner was a film about the
history and archaeology of an abandoned
pump house that served a number of wells
and cisterns, delivered in true TV documentary
style. The Award was a replica Castor Ware
beaker, reflecting Alan’s particular interest
in Roman ceramics. It was presented by
Michelle, Alan’s widow, and his brother
Martin.

Featured Article
Andy Manning updates us on the CBA Wessex weekend event, hosted by
CBA South West in Penzance, Cornwall in May of this year.
raided and burnt the town. The local militia
wisely decided not to resist too much, given
that they could only muster one gun between
them. Despite this unfortunate event, the
harbour town prospered through trade and by
the early 19th century had established itself
as an important regional cultural centre with
some fine architecture.

I have to admit it was, with some trepidation
that I headed off for this weekend in Cornwall
which was hosted by CBA South-West. Partly
because the furthest west I had ever travelled
before was to Newquay, but mainly because of
the incredible rain storm which hit as I drove
over Bodmin Moor. I didn’t need to worry,
the whole weekend was blessed with glorious
sunshine and, as it turnout, with some equally
glorious archaeology.

Dinner was served in the Union Hotel’s
wonderful restored 19th-century assembly
rooms, overlooked by a minstrel’s balcony,
from which the first public announcement of
Nelson’s victory at Trafalgar was made. Dinner
was followed by a fascinating talk by Colin
Bristow on the rediscovery of the 18th-century
Carclaze/Scredda canal system, complete with
preserved barges, which had simply been
abandoned as the mine works got deeper and
new canals were cut.

The weekend was kicked off with a tour of
the Penlee House Gallery and Museum at the
centre of the historic town of Penzance, a
lovely museum with a fine archaeological and
art collection. This was followed by a gentle
guided stroll through the town, exploring the
twisting lanes and byways which linked the
main market places and which help define the
early roots and medieval development of the
town.

Saturday started with an early morning visit
in the company of local archaeologist Paul
Bonnington. The first site was Bossullow
Trehyllys, a well-preserved example of a
Courtyard House Settlement occupied from

Although a relatively small harbour town up
until the late 16th century, it still attracted the
attention of Barbary pirates (hence the ‘Pirates
of Penzance’) and the Spanish, who in 1595

Round Up
The most concerning news from Hampshire
is that as part of general cost savings,
Southampton Museums and Gallery are set
to reduce the hours of some of their Curators.
Gill Woolridge, Archaeology Curator, began
working a part time ‘half’ week in June. This
will clearly affect the ability of the Service to
promote archaeology and provide expertise.
This comes hot on the heels of some better
news, when what was to be the total
disbanding of the City archaeology unit (9 full
time employees) was modified to leave four
people still in post.

The Alan Jacobs Archaeology Award
Ballowall Barrow
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translated as “Royal Bran [a name meaning
“raven”], son of the Glorious Prince.” Local
tradition suggests that the stone may mark
the grave of a local big-wig, killed in battle,
although if our experience is anything to go
by, I think it’s more likely the over-friendly
cows got him.
After a traditional cider, pasty and cream
tea repast and exhibition at Truro and
Penwith College, we were entertained by
a series of talks on local archaeological
projects and research into local glaciation by
members of the Truro and Penwith College
(Stephan Harrison) and the Cornwall Historic
Environment Service (Sean Taylor, Pip Richards
and Jacqui Nowakowski).
The last day started with a visit to a real gem
of a working museum at the King Edward
Mine, a former tin mine which in 1897 was
developed as a fully operational/training mine
by the Camborne School of Mines. In 1987 a
volunteer group of former mine workers was
formed to conserve the site as an educational
resource for the future. Using rescued
machinery, the mill has been restored to
working condition much as it would have been
in the early years of the last century.

The Men-an-Tol, near Penzance

the end of the Iron Age (about 500 BC) until
the 4th-5th centuries AD (Romano-Cornish
period). These settlements comprised small,
well-built circular or oval enclosures, generally
with a single entrance, usually containing a
single round dwelling house and a number
of outbuildings set around the periphery of
an open courtyard. The presence of highstatus finds suggests that such settlements
may have included some official status in the
trade of metals and material with the rest
of Britain. Certainly, it was remarkable to
be able to explore the standing remains of
the settlement, door jams still in place, and
probably just as well I didn’t have my trowel
with me.

of the monument. Scored by numerous holes,
this stone was a very unusual form of postmedieval entertainment. During festivals, the
holes would be filled with gun powder and
by using a carefully planned trail of powder
fuses the resulting bangs sounded out tunes,
including ‘God save the King’.
Nearby, lies the remains of Chun Quoit, which
is one of the best-preserved examples of the
class of monuments called variously Quoits,
Dolmens or Cromlechs, dating from the
early Neolithic period (3500-2500 BC). The
monument sits within a very visually striking
landscape, looking out to sea and clearly
visible from other surrounding settlements
and monuments. The setting of the stones was
clearly carefully selected and important to the
builders.

This was followed by a quick hike to Chun
Castle, an Iron Age hillfort, 85m in diameter,
with two concentric granite walls with
external ditches. The outer ditch was 6.1m
wide and the outer wall is still over 2m
high. Excavation has shown that the interior
originally contained Iron Age features, though
no trace of these now remain. The site was reoccupied in about the 6th century AD, when
15 or 16 stone houses were built around the
inner courtyard, and a furnace for smelting
tin was made, with a nearby well, which still
functions. One interesting object shown to us
was a large stone slab lying within the interior

Another striking visit was to Ballowall Barrow,
one of the largest and most complex of the
prehistoric funerary monuments that cluster
along the West Penwith coastline. The barrow
was discovered by the prolific excavator W.
C. Borlase in 1878, concealed under debris
from nearby tin mines. In the centre of the
barrow is a 4.5m mound surrounded by two
concentric drystone walls. Contained within it
were five small stone-lined chambers, known
as cists, some with Bronze Age pottery and
burnt bone.
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What makes this working museum special is
the ability to see the tin ore being processed,
using machinery which is now amongst the
last of its kind in the world.

The shaft lift at King Edward Mine

After lunch, the tour continued to the Men-anTol (Cornish for ‘Stone of the Hole’), a holed
stone 1.2m across with a large round hole
51cm in diameter, large enough for a grown
person to crawl through. Either side of it are
two upright stones, 1.3m high, surrounded by
the remains of a stone circle which probably
dates from the late Neolithic-early Bronze Age
(approx. 2500-1500 BC). The holed stone has
long been the subject of legends relating to
healing and divination; it was thought that to
crawl through the hole nine times widdershins
(against the sun or anti-clockwise) was a cure
for backache, rickets and scrofula.

After lunch at the new heartlands exhibition
centre, the last trip was to Carn Brea, guided
by Caradoc Peters (Truro and Penwith
College) to view the Neolithic and Iron
Age settlements, medieval chapel and
the 30m high 19th-century Celtic Cross,
commemorating Francis Basset, 1st Baron de
Dunstanville and Basset, a local mine owner.
Many thanks are due to Caradoc, Kate, the
students and staff of Truro and Penwith
College, The Cornwall Historic Environment
Service and members of CBA South-West for
a warm welcome and, all in all, a wonderful
weekend, with fine weather and a fascinating
mix of ancient and industrial archaeology. The
cream teas were nice as well.

Nearby is the Men Scryfa, an ancient, tall
standing stone in the middle of a field filled
by cows. Although the stone may date to the
Bronze Age, it was inscribed around AD 500
with the legend: “RIALOBRANI CUNOVALI FILI,”
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National Park News
Lawrence Shaw and James Brown

Shining New Light on the New Forest

In July, the New Forest National Park launched
a number of new web pages that allow users
to explore all three datasets for themselves.
The web pages range from a map based
interface, which allows users to download
scaled JPEGs of the processed LiDAR data, to
three interactive pages that allow the user to
pan across the park and see how it looks from
the air, either as a 3D surface model, near
infrared imagery or aerial photography.

The New Forest National Park has been
running the Heritage Mapping LiDAR Project
as part of the New Forest Higher Level
Stewardship Scheme for the last three years.
The project looks to use multiple data sources
to identify, record and manage archaeological
features found on the open Crown Lands of
the National Park. These data sets include high
resolution interpolated LiDAR (Light Detection
and Ranging) data, aerial photography and
near infrared imagery. The LiDAR data itself
was used as part of a recent National Mapping
Programme, which identified nearly 3500
new features. This work has also helped with
the targeted management and restoration
of a number of damaged or overgrown
monuments.

For more information or to volunteer, visit:
• newforestnpa.gov.uk/heritagemapping

The New Forest Remembers:
Untold Stories of World War II
This project continues to amass huge
amounts of information, much of which
has come from public collections and
memories. Maritime Archaeology Ltd. have
completed an exhaustive database and Desk
Based Assessment, whilst the National Park
Authority team have set up a fascinating
new exhibition at the New Forest Centre in
Lyndhurst, opened by TV historian Dan Snow.

As well as identifying these features, the
project is conducting field survey to record
their condition. Groups of volunteers have
been using innovative new software on
touchscreen tablet PCs to record information
which is fed back to the project team.

Anti-Aircraft Battery Excavation

you to explore other military sites and stories
from around the New Forest through the map
based interactive archive. The National Park
website also has a downloadable version of
the project DBA. The New Forest Remembers
project is a HLF partnership funded project
hosted by the New Forest National Park
Authority.

In July, the New Forest Remembers project
team and volunteers spent two weeks
excavating on the Beaulieu Estate under the
guidance of Bournemouth Archaeology.
The plan was to offer the chance of excavation
experience and training to our volunteers,
but more importantly investigate one of the
numerous Heavy Anti-Aircraft sites that were
positioned across the New Forest during
the Second World War. Battery S.101 was
chosen having uncovered several low level
oblique aerial photos of the site taken in
1944; some just after construction and more
from a few weeks later, after the battery was
camouflaged. These can be seen on the New
Forest Remembers Interactive Portal.

For more information, visit:
• www.newforestww2.org

War diary research indicated that S.101 was
an Overlord Battery armed with eight 3.7inch guns, and was cleared by five men with
a bulldozer on 4 August 1945. Nothing is
visible on the ground, but some historic aerial
photos from 1999 and a geophysical survey
indicated that something survived, so it was
decided to excavate in order to learn about
the site’s construction and demolition. The
historic aerial photos also revealed some very
interesting cropmarks, best described as 3
concentric boxes or enclosures next to the
battery, but not visible on the 1944 aerials.
One of the gun pits was excavated and a lot
more was found than had been expected
(although perhaps unsurprisingly, no gun).
When demolished, the bulldozer had clearly
pushed the various features and banks above
ground into any voids and then levelled the
area with topsoil. The result was numerous
sandbags, iron work, chickenwire, fuse caps,
wooden stakes and some small personal
items were found on the gun pit floor and an
adjacent room, possibly a small crew shelter.

A volunteer planning an area of gun pit

The South Downs: An Archaeological
Walking Guide
John Manley has produced this walking
guide to the South Downs, which features 15
walks throughout the length and breadth of
the park, including four in Hampshire. The
itineraries are all beautifully presented and
the guide is well illustrated, in colour and
black & white. Manley has an engaging style,
with many lovely turns of phrase.

A series of sections were put across the
enclosure ditches, which, although substantial,
were frustratingly void of any artefacts let
alone datable material.
LiDAR imagery of water meadows near Fordingbridge
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For the record, the Hampshire walks embrace
Petersfield, Old Winchester Hill, Selborne and
St Catherine’s Hill. The book, ISBN978 0 7524
6608 8, retails at £14.99.

The final report on the site will be uploaded
to the portal page soon. The portal also allows
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Maritime Archaeology News
Stephen Fisher

A Change of Name

structure is exposed and several new artefacts
have been recovered. The series of dives
throughout the summer have also allowed
divers to test new technologies for recording
ship remains, including photogrammetry and
Polynomial texture mapping.

After 22 years the Hampshire and Wight Trust
for Maritime Archaeology is recognising the
broader scope and impact of its work through
use of its alternative name of the Maritime
Archaeology Trust. The Trust has been
involved in both national and international
projects for a number of years, and this
change reflects its increasingly diverse work.

For more information, visit:
• www.facebook.com/InvincibleWreckSite

Heritage Partnership Agreements

For more information, visit:
• www.maritimearchaeologytrust.org

The Maritime Archaeology Trust is
undertaking an English Heritage funded
project to develop a methodology for
establishing Heritage Partnership Agreements
for maritime archaeology sites. HPAs will allow
management of sites that are not afforded any
legal protection, by encouraging local groups
(in this case dive clubs) to monitor and survey
sites to a level within the ability of the group.

HMS Invincible
This summer, Pascoe Archaeology Services
and the Nautical Archaeology Society headed
a new investigation into the protected wreck
of HMS Invincible. The project is being funded
by English Heritage and aims to accurately
survey unrecorded elements of the ship that
are currently exposed by the shifting Horse
Tail Sands. At present, two large areas of
the previously unexplored starboard side

For more information, visit:
• www.maritimearchaeologytrust.org/hpa

Arch-Manche
The Arch-Manche project, a cross-Channel
project funded by the European Regional
Development Fund, has had an active summer
of fieldwork this year. In June, the Maritime
Archaeology Trust, assisted by colleagues from
the University of Ghent, conducted a marine
geophysical survey in Langstone Harbour. The
results are being processed in Belgium by the
University of Ghent, but an initial look at the
data shows that the survey picked up several
buried palaeochannels, subsurface anomalies
and seabed objects, all of which can help us
to understand the formation of the harbour.
The team also surveyed the area of the Sinah
Circle, a timber circle dating to the Saxon
period; some upstanding features were seen
and a lot of marine life was observed, which
could indicate seabed remains. Hopefully
the Sinah Circle has not been completely
destroyed by oyster trawling, as had once
been assumed.

Underlying timbers in the Servel-Lannion fish
trap. Photo HWTMA

There have been three weeks of diving
fieldwork in the Solent and south of the Isle
of Wight. Divers have looked at Bouldnor Cliff
(focusing on the site of BCII) as well as Alum
Bay, the Needles, Hurst Spit and Tanners Hard/
Pitts Deep. In the eastern Solent, monitoring
was carried out on the Flower of Ugie,
Caduceus and Impregnable, as well as several
First World War wrecks including HMS Boxer,
Luis, Empress Queen and Velox.

Round Up
The Mary Rose museum opened its doors on
31st May 2013. In April, the protective jets
that have been spraying water and wax onto
the wreck since it was raised, were turned off
for the first time.
Also in Portsmouth Historic Dockyard, HMS
Victory was recently awarded £5m for further
preservation work. This comes on top of £50m
received last year. The ship has also recently
been 3D mapped, which should allow a better
understanding of its structure and how best to
preserve it.

Two members of the Trust also spent a week
working with colleagues from the University of
Rennes, to survey intertidal medieval fish traps
at Servel-Lannion on the coast of Brittany.
Underlying timbers from the 615AD phase of
the trap were exposed and recorded.

The Nautical Archaeology Society has begun
offering ELearning courses for aspiring
underwater archaeologists. The online course
allows divers to study the NAS Introduction
and Part 1 Certificate in Foreshore and
Underwater Archaeology, before completing
the course with a practical weekend session.
For more information, visit:
• www.nauticalarchaeologysociety.org

The results from this year’s fieldwork will help
the Arch-Manche team to better understand
long-term patterns of coastal-change and
demonstrate how this information can be used
to shape approaches to coastal management
in the Channel and southern North Sea.

Surveying Invincible. Photo: Pascoe Archaeology Services
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For more information, visit:
• www.archmanche.hwtma.org.uk
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Round Up

Stonehenge News

There have been items in the press recently
implying that converting that section of the
A303 that runs past Stonehenge into a dual
carriageway is back on the agenda. It would
appear that some south-west council leaders
are behind this but there have been no official
announcements.

Francis Taylor

Visitor Centre

The project will be completed in two stages:
the first phase will be the visitor building
which will open in December 2013. In January
2014 work will start on decommissioning the
existing facilities and returning the car park
to grass with a small operational hub tucked
into the landscape. This work will be complete
by the end of June 2014 although it will take
some time after that for the newly seeded
areas to establish fully.

The new visitor centre is reaching the latter
stages of construction and the transformation
of the landscape surrounding Stonehenge
has begun; the A344 road closed in June and
the tarmac is being removed, something that
many of us never expected to happen.
May saw the last piece of steel welded into
the structure that supports the canopy roof
above the new visitor centre. The gently
rolling roof aims to mirror the contours
of Salisbury Plain and helps the building
fit discreetly into the landscape. Beneath
the roof are two ‘pods’, which are almost
complete: a glass one which will house the
café, shop and education space; and a sweet
chestnut-clad pod, containing exhibition
galleries, membership area and toilets.

Arthur Pendragon and his supporters have lost
their High Court bid to force the re-interment
of cremated bones excavated at Stonehenge.
However, Arthur has said that he could “not
rule out non-violent direct action against the
proposals” to display some sets of excavated
human remains at the new visitor centre.

Neolithic Houses
Around 60 volunteers have just completed
a test build of three Neolithic houses at Old
Sarum near Salisbury. The lessons learned
from this experiment will help build the final
houses at Stonehenge in 2014, which will be
the highlight of the outdoor gallery at the new
visitor centre.

Loraine Knowles, Stonehenge Director, said:
“It is fantastic to see the building taking shape
and to see how well it sits in the landscape.
Progress with the creation of the interior
spaces for the museum galleries, education
area, shop and cafe is equally exciting because
it is now possible to see on the ground how
these great new facilities will be experienced
by our visitors.”

Luke Winter, manager of the Ancient
Technology Centre who was appointed by
English Heritage to lead the project and guide
the volunteers, said during the experiment:
“Lots of different thatching and walling
methods have been tested and new questions
about how the Neolithic people lived are
appearing every day.”
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One of the Neolithic houses at Old Sarum.
Photo: Stevie Carroll

YAC News
Alex Pope

The June meeting marked the end of an era
for the Southampton Young Archaeologists’
Club. For the past 18 years, we have been
based at the Mission Hall in French Street, a
building owned by Southampton City Council
and housing the Southampton Archaeological
Unit. Indeed, I attended many great meetings
there as a Young Archaeologist. However, due
to budget cuts, we are no longer able to use
this building. Instead we have moved our base
to the University of Southampton.
During the meeting, the Young Archaeologists
explored the techniques of excavation and
finds processing. While some received a tour
of the finds stores at the Archaeological Unit,
others excavated pits, specially prepared
in washing up bowls, using the half-section
technique. They filled out context sheets
identifying the type and colour of soil and
recording any artefacts recovered. All the
Young Archaeologists were able to wash
genuine finds from recently excavated
sites in the Southampton and Winchester
areas; these included brick, pottery and
burnt flint artefacts. They really enjoyed
the opportunity to handle and examine the

artefacts at close quarters. The purpose for
this was to prepare them for the activities
awaiting them at the Bournemouth University
Young Archaeologists’ Big Dig taking place
in Dorchester in mid June. The Young
Archaeologists were looking forward to seeing
a real archaeological excavation in progress.
This was a highly successful meeting, and
a fitting way to end a long and successful
chapter in the history of Southampton Young
Archaeologists’ Club. Hopefully, a new era
beckons, in association with the University of
Southampton. Many thanks to all those who
have supported us over the years, especially
Dr Andy Russel, Matt Garner, Anna Welch,
Tom Thear and Dr Alex Walker.

What’s Under Your School?
In the final stage of this project, geophysical
surveys have been carried out at five schools
in Hampshire and Dorset. The exhibition at
Salisbury Museum has been changed three
times to reflect different sites, and work is
progressing on educational resources that can
be offered to individual schools.
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